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ALL THE PUBLIC LAWS:
CONTAINING

The Titles of those passed between the 14th January and the 22d
December, J868, in the Thirty-First and Thirty-Second Years of
the Reign of Queen Victoria.
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/o 17/A January, 1868.]

No.

P age.

J. A law to repeal certain
clauses of acts relutiug to the
court of chancery

1

£ Assented to 8th February , 1868.]
2. A law for laying an addi
tional duty on imports

3

[Assented to 22d February> 1868.]
3. A law to provide for the re
gulation of the audit and re
ceiver-general’s departments
4. A law to repeal “ The Re
ceiver-General Moneys’ Trans-

- j

’

- \v

A n n o 81 V i c t o r i a , 1808.

f

W

ler Act, 1857,” and the other
acts and laws in aid or amend
ment thereof, and to make
other provision for the deposit
of the public moneys

P ass

9

[Assented to \Zth M arch, 1868.]
5. A law for converting the
taxes on houses into a tax for
the support of the poor
13
6. A law to repeal the act twen(
tyeighth Victoria, chapter
thirty-five, “ An Act further
to check frivolous and vexa
tious suits and defences”
19

5
[Assented to 9th A p r il, 1868.]
7. A law to preclude persons

not
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Act for the more effectual pu 
not being district court judges,
nishment of treason, treason
or their deputies, from being
able conspiracies, and sediti
coroners in districts other than
ous meetings, for preventing
Kingston, and to provide for
the administering and taking
the service and execution of
of unlawful oaths, and for
process directed to the coroner 21
other purposes/’ and to make
8. A law for the appointment of
other provisions instead thereof 41
additional trustees of certain of
16. A law to repeal the act twen
the charities, and other insti
ty-first Victoria, chapter three,
tutions of this island
23
“ The Board of Works Act,
9. A law for granting to her
1857,” and to make other pro
majesty certain sums of money,
vision for the superintendence*
required f >r defraying certain
of the public buildings
4J
expenses of the civil govern
ment, and certain other ex
[Assented to 21 tk M ay, 18(18.]
penses connected with the pub
lic service, for the financial
17.
A
law
to
amend
“
The
Im
Jyear one thousand eight
o bunmigration
Act,
1858,”
-iii
re
dred and slxt)-seven—sixtyspect to the immigrants' colo
eight
*
27
nization
and
return
passage
10. A law for laying a duty on
fund
47
dogs
29 18. A law to provide for the ma
11. A law further to amend the
nagement
of
the
post
office
of
law of evidence
33
this islaud
*
49
19*
A
law
to
consolidate
and
£ Assented to 29/A April, 186S.]
amend the laws relating
O to
main roads
09
12. A law to amend the clergy
act
35
[Assented to 2Qth M ay , 1868.]
13. A law to amend the law re
lating to small penalties
37 20. A law for abolishing the of-

[Assented to 7th M ay, 1868.]

fice of receiver-general, and for
transferring the powers and
duties of that officer to un offi
cer to he culled the treasurer
83
21. A law to authorize justices
of the peace to take affidavits
in the court of chancery and
supreme court
j.'j

14. A law to authorize the trans
fer, into the names of trustees
in England, ol the funds now
standing in the names of the
receiver-general and registrar
in chancery, and the receivergeneral and certain other pub
[Assented to 27 th May , 1808.]
lic officers ol this island
39
15. A law to repeal the first and
I 22. A law to repeal the law No.
second sections of the act
j 3 4 of 1867, eutituled 11 A law
fourth George the fourth,
to authorize the Jamaica Rail
chapterthiiteeij.cuiilultd "An
j way Company to make und
maintain
W
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maintain a branch or conti
nuation line of rail wav
*• from
SjMuish-Town to Old Harbour,
and for raising additional
capital,** and to re-enact the
same with certain amendment i 87
[Assented to 2d June, 1868. j
23. A law to raise by loan eight
thousand pounds for the pur
chase and adaptation of cer
tain premises in Kingston lor
the public service
95
[ Assented to 12th Jitne> 1868.-]
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fices of tiie registrar in chan
cery and clerk of the patents
and of clerk of the supreme
court and crown
107
[Assented to 3d August, 1868.]
29. A law for authorizing
the
c?
use, for general purposes, of
the marine hosuitals of Mon
tego-Bay and Falmouth 1
121
30. A law to amend the laws re
lating to the district courts
123
31. A law to enable the inter
national ocean telegraph com
pany to work telegraphs in
and through this island
137

24, A law to declare the days up
on which the next circuit
[Assented to 1$£ September, 1SC8."|
courts for the western circuit
shall be held
*
97 32. A law to amend the twentyeighth Victoria, chapter forty[Assented to 16th June, 1868.]
one, entituled i4 An act«to es
tablish a system of general
g5. A law to authorize the p*ovaccination*’
163
vernor to relieve the Titchfield
33. A law to provide for the col
sellooI trust from its present
lection of duties by means of
liabilities, and to provide for
stamps
165
the future management and
34. A law for giving jurisdiction
carrying out of the trust
99
to the district court in matters
of insolvency
213
[Assented to 20th June%1868 ]
35. A law for giving a limited
jurisdiction to the district
26 A law for laying a duty up
courts in the probate of wills,
on persons possessing certain
and grant of letters of admi
descriptions of land
101
nistration
223
36. A law to abolish the present
[Assented to 27th June) 1868 ]
Cornwall county gaol at Mon
27. A law to authorize the go
tego-Bay, and to make other
vernor to make temporary
provision in lieu thereof
231
provision for the office of offi
37. A law to reduce the quorum
cial assignee for Middlesex and
under the Falmouth water
Cornwall
- ,
105
company acts
233
38. A law to transfer to the cus[Assented to 3d J u ly ) 1868.]
tos or senior magistrate of
28. A law to consolidate the ofKingston certain of the powers
and
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A law to amend and continue
in force, for a limited period,
the law 25 of 1867, *- A law to
revive, amend, and continue
[.Assented io 2 2 d December, 1868,]
in force, for a limited period,
39, A law to amend and continue
tire
act
fixing
salaries
for
the
in force, for a limited period,
clerks
of
tl.e
peace
and
the
the acts and laws relating to
magistrates
clerks”
241
insolvent debtors
237
42.
A
law
to
make
perm
anent
40. A law to continue in force,
the
act
to
reduce
the
seen*
for a limited period, the law 2
rity
of
the
secretary
of
this
of 1868, “ A law for laying an
island
243
additional duty on imports”
239
and duties by law given to
the mayor of Kingston
235

A Law to Repeal certain Clauses of Acts
relating to the Court of Chancery.
17th January, 1868.]
HE REAS is is necessary that certain clauses of acts, re
lating to the offices of registrar in chancery and clerk of
the patents, should be repealed, and others enacted in lieu there
o f : lie it therefore enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the
advice and consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows :

Pream ble.

First—The eighth, tenth, and eleventh sections of the act six
tieth George the third, chapter tlventy-one,rentituled A n act to
augment the legal fees oj the registrar in chancery and clerk of the
patents, and for better regulating he office o f the said registrar in
chancery and clerk of the patents, are hereby repealed.

60th Geo. 3, c.
21, secs- 8,10,
and 11 repeal
ed.

Second—The fees heretofore
eighth Victoria, chapter thirty-six
cheapen proceedings in chancery b
of this law, cease to be payable b
forth be paid to the registrar ii
tents in money.

ayable, under the act twentyentituled A n act to simplify and
stamps, shall, from the passing
stamps, and shall from thencechancery and clerk of the pa-

Fees under
28th Vic. c. 36,
payable by
stam ps, to be
paid to regis
tr a r in money.

Third—So much of the act njinth George the third, chapter
seventeen, section two, and of the act fifteenth George the third,
chapter seven, sections two, thrse, and four, as require security
from the registrar of the court cf chancery and clerk of the pa
tents is hereby repealed.

So m uch of
9th Geo. 3, c.
17, sec. 2, and
15th Geo. 3, c.
7, sees. 2, 3,
and 4, as re 
lates to securi
ty, repealed.

Fourth—The registrar in chancery and clerk of the patents,
while acting as such, shall not practice in any court of this
island, nor as a conveyancer, pie ader, or legal adviser.

R egistrar n o t
to practice.

W

A

Fifth
aA
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To Repeal certain Clauses on the Court o f Chancery A cts,
R eg istrar to
tak e down m i
n u tes of de
crees, &c.

Fifth—I t shall he the duty of the registrar in chancery to take
down, in open court, in a bookL a m inute of the decretal order
or judgm ent of the court, upon any order being made, or judg
m ent g iv en ' in court in any s u it; and such m inute shall bear
date, and be signed by the registrar, as of the day when it was
taken down ; and such minute, so taken down, dated, and signed
by the registrar, shall be read out to the parties In court, and
shall, unless corrected by the court within ten days after such
m inute is taken, be deemed to )e the basis on which such decre
tal prder or judgm ent is to be <ntered up in the suit.
Sixth—The office hours of he chancery office shall be from
nine in the morning until t'nr :e in the afternoon on all lawful
days, and all persons shall have free and uninterrupted access
thereto, for the purpose of searching and taking extracts ?;id
dockets from the said records.

Office hours.
M

\

t

P

*
I

JAMAICA
A Law for
Imports.

QSB9

aymg

m■I

Additional Duty on
[8th February, 1868.]

E it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and
consent of the legislativejfeouncil thereof, as follows :
First— From and after thef sixteenth day of December, one
thousand eight hundred and ixty seven, there shall be raised,
levied, collected, and paid unt her majesty, her heirs and successors, for the use of the g ernment of this island, over and
above the several duties set fd rfh in the schedule of import du
ties, in the law No 11 of 1S6J7, A law for laying a duty on impoits, exports, and the tonnage o f vessels, upon and in respect of
every article liable to duty u der the said schedule, imported
into this island, and on which he duties under the said law shall
not have been paid prior to tlje seventeenth day of December,
one thousand eight hundred ai d sixty-seven, and imported, or to
be imported on and after that ay, an additional duty, after the
rate of ten pounds for every on hundred pounds, and so in proportion for a greater or less su , on the duty imposed on each
such article in the said schedul ; subject only to the exemptions
and drawbacks in the said law No. 11 of 1867 contained*

From 16 Dec.
1867, addition*
al d u ty of 10
per cent, on
im port duties
imposed.

Second—The duties under this law shall be levied, collected,
recovered, and received by the pfficers of the customs, under the
regulations, and by the means and powers of the acts of the im
perial parliament; and the acts and laws of this island, passed,
or to be passed in relation to t i e customs, under and by which
the duties imposed by the saic law No. 11 of lb67> are or may
be levied, collected, recovered, and received.

To be levied,
&c. by custom 8
under laws by
which im port
duties collect
ed.

Third—The duties under this law shall be paid and applied to
the use of the government of this island.

A pplicablc to

'3)

A 2.

Fourth

government.

4
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For Laying an Additional D uty on Imports.
In force to SI
Dec. 13U8.

Fourth—This law shall continue and be in force until the
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-eight.

A Law to Provide for the Regulation of
the Audit and .Receiver-General’s D e
partments.
[ 2 2 d February, 1868.]
\ \ 7 HE REAS it is necessary to make provision for a complete
▼j and effectual audit of the public accounts : And whereas
it is also necessary to provide for the keeping and adjusting of
the accounts of the public revenue, and for the better securing
the regular and punctual collection, receipt, and expenditure
thereof: Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the ad
vice and consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows :

Pream ble.

First—This law may be cited, for all purposes, as lt The Audit
and Receiver-General's Departments’ Law, 18G8.V

S hort title.

Second—The act twenty-first Victoria, chapter one, entituled
An act to provide for the audit of the public accounts, and the act
twenty-eighth Victoria, chapter thirty-one, continuing the same,
and increasing the salary of the sole commissioner of audit, and
for other purposes, and the act twenty-first Victoria, chapter
four, entituled An act to regulate the office of receiver-general,
are hereby respectively repealed, but without prejudice to any
right, power, or authority, liability, or duty thereunder given, or
imposed in respect of any matter or thing, subject to the provi
sions of the said actst or any of them, which are hereby declared
to continue in force and exist, and may be proceeded with, in
quired into, and disposed of, agreeably to the provisions of the
said acts, or any of them ; and all penalties under the said acts,
or any of them, may be recovered and enforced as if this law
bad not passed.

Repeal of acts
21 Vie. c. 1,
2« Vic. c. 3L
21 Vic. c. 4*.

I bird—It shall be lawful for the governoyTo nominate and ap
point a fit person to be auditor general of public accounts, in this
(5)
law

Governor to
appoint audit
or general and
receiver-gene
ral.

(»

No. 3 o r 1S6S

t

For R cgvlaiinj the Audit. *»nd Receiver- GenernCs De/'arlnirnts.

law referred to as auditor-general, and also to nominate and ap
point a fit person to be receiver-general.
Powers to re
ceiver- g et oral.

Fourth—The duties, powers, and authorities imposed upon,
and given to the receiver-general under the acts and laws in
force, so far as they are not inconsistent with this law, shall con
tinue to be, and be pel formed and exercised by the receiver-ge
neral under this law.

To hold offices
during plea
sure.

Fifth—The auditor-general and receiver general, to be ap
pointed under this law, shall respectively hold their offices dur
ing pleasure; and, on the removal, death, resignation, or other
vacancy in either of the said offices, the governor may nominate
and appoint a successor to such officer, who shall have the same
powers, authorities, and duties.

Governor to
appoint offi
cer s, &e

Sixth—The governor shall from time to time appoint the offi
cers, clerks, and other persons in the respective departments of
the auditor-general and receiver-general, who shall hold their of
fices and places during pleasure and may from time to time
regulate the grades or classes into which the said officers, clerks,
and persons shall he divided, in conformity with the law in force
for the time being in relation to the strength and cost of those
establishments.

To m ate rules.

Seventh—The governor shall have power to make, from time
to time, orders and rules for the conduct ol the internal business,
of the respective departments of the auditor-general and receivergeneral, and to prescribe regulations and forms lor the guidance
of all parties having the receipt, collection, and payment of the
public revenue, in making up and rendering their accounts pe
riodically for examination.

i
i

%
.To give direc
tions us to psyufcntsund ac
counts.

Eighth—.The governor may, from lime to time direct, where
not otherwise determined by law, in what manner and at what
periods respectively, the several persons having the receipt and
collection of the public revenue, shall pay their collections into
the colonial bank, or otherwise, as may by law be directed, and
the respective times of their making up and rendering their ac
counts.

The du'ics of
auditor gener •

Ninth—The auditor general shall examine and audit, and in
accordance with the regulations that may be prescribed for his
guidance in that behalf by the governor, the books and accounts
of

ul.

No. 3

of

186$.
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of the receiver-general; the hooks and accounts of the depart
ments of the customs and post office ; the hooks and accounts of
the collectors and assistant collectors of taxes, or other officers
having the collection of the internal taxes, including the hooks
and accounts of the collectors of rum duties ; the accounts and
vouchers of the general penitentiary, and of the several gaols and
district prisons ol this island ; the accounts and vouchers of the
public hospital and of the lunatic asylum ; the accounts and
\ mu hers for the pay and dishmsoments of the Jamaica consta
bulary and police force ; and the books, accounts, and vouchers
of every receiver of public money, and all other hooks, accounts,
and vouchers which the governor may direct to he examined as
public accounts.
Tenth—The auditor general shall have power from time to
time to send for, and have the custody
;w of any
w books,9 accounts.9
vouchers, or papers under the control of any public or parochial
officer, and to cell for anyw returns from any
* such officer relating
r
v*
to, or in anywise concerning any of the public accounts under
the examination of the auditor general, or the expenditure of any
public money, or any other matter of inquiry which he is or may
be authorizetl to make, which may he necessary for the purpose
aforesaid ; and to keep such books, accounts, vouchers, and pa
pers for such time as he may require the same ; and also to send
for and examine upon oath .(which oath the auditor-general is
hereby authorized to administer), such officer touching any mat
ter or thing relating to the said public accounts, or any of them,
or the expenditure of any public money, or any other matter of
inquiry as aforesaid.

Power* of au
ditor gouoral.

Eleventh—Any officer so examined, who shal
fully give
false evidence, shall be deemed guilty of perjury, ai cn con vietion shall he liable to the pains and penalties by any i>v in force
in this island imposed upon persons guilty of such fence, and
every prosecution in such respect shall be deemed^a] blie prosecutioii.

False evidence
perj ury.

Twelfth—The said offices of auditor-general and receivergeneral shall he under the supervision and control of the revenue
commissioner.

Offices under
revenue com
missioner.

-

A Law to Repeal “ The Receiver-General
Moneys’ Transfer Act,
and the
other Acts and Laws in Aid or Amend
ment thereof, and to make other provi
sion for the Deposit of the Public Mo
neys.
[22nd February, i 868.]

\V

T HE REAS it is expedient to repeal “ The Receiver Gene Preamble*
ral Moneys* Transfer Act, 1857,*’ and the other acts and
laws in relation thereto, and to make other provisions with refer
ence to the transfer and deposit of the public moneys : Be it en
acted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of
the legislative council thereof, as follows:
First—This law may be cited for all purposes as “ The Recei
ver-General Moneys’ Transfer Law, 1868.”

Short title.

Second—The acts twenty-first Victoria, chapter thirty-nine,
“ The Receiver-General Moueys* Transfer Act, 1857,” twentyfourth Victoria, chapter seven, “ An act to amend the ReceiverGeneral Moneys’ Transfer Act, 1857” (twenty-first Victoria,
chapter thirty-nine); the second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth
sections of the twenty-eigth Victoria, chapter twenty, “ An act
in aid of the twenty-first Victoria, chapter four (“ Receiver-Gene
ral’s Office Regulation Act”), and chapter thirty-nine (“ Recei
ver-General Moneys’ Transfer Act) ;” and the tenth, eleventh,
twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth sections of the law No. 8 of
1866, are hereby respectively repealed, without prejudice to any
thing done under the said laws, or any of them, whilst they re
spectively were in force; and all offences committed against the
said laws, or any of them, may be punished as il such laws were iu
force.
B
Third
(9)

Repeal of acts,
21 Vic. c. 39,
24 Vio. o. 7 /
28 Vio. c. 20,
secs. 2 to 6, No.
8 of 1866, sec.
10 to 14.

10
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of
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1'he Receiver-General's Moneys9 7 'ransfer Law
Governor to
arrange with
bank.

Third—It shall he lawful tor the governor from time to time
to enter into arrangements with the colonial bank, or an y other
hanking institution that may he carrying on business in this island,
for the deposit therein of the public monies of this island, and for
paving thereafter, from time to time into such hank or hanking
institution, the taxes, duties, dues, and monies of the public re
venue, which shall be collected and gathered in : Provided, That
such arrangements shall not entail any expense on the public; and
all public monies and revenue of this island, from time to time
paid into 9uch bank or banking institution, shall be placed therein
to the credit of an account to be opened in the books thereof, en
titled “ The Account of the Public Monies of the Receiver-Ge
neral/' inserting the name in full of the receiver general for the
time being.

Governor, with
advice of privy
eouncil, to
make roles.

■Fourth—The governor, with the advice of the privy council, shall
from time to time establish such rules and regulations as may he
netessary for keeping the accounts of the receiver-general with such
bank or hanking institution, and the accounts of such bank or ban! ing institution in relation thereto, and also for the payment and ap
propriation of the monies paid therein, and from time to time alter
or revoke such rules and regulations, and make others in lieu there
of ; and may also suspend or discontinue the payment of the said
monies into such bank or banking institution ; and the receiver-ge
neral, observing the rules and regulations so prescribed, shall not
be answerable for any money, bills, notes, or drafis which shall have
been so paid, or caused to be paid into such bank or banking insti
tution ; and the bank or banking institution shall be answerable for
all the monies, bills, notes, and drafts which shall be actually receiv
ed by it on account of such receiver-general as aforesaid.

Bank to give
receipts, to be
delivered to
receiver- gene
ra l

Fifth—The said bank, or banking; institution, or some nerson
duly authorized in that behalf, shall daily, upon receiving any
money, bills, notes, or drafts on account of the receiver-general,
deliver to the person paying such money, bills, notes, or drafts a
receipt for the same, which receipt shall be lodged with the re
ceiver general by the person to whom it was given, and the recei*
ver-general shall deliver to such person, iu lieu of the said receipt,
a receipt signed by him, which receipt, when countersigned by the
auditor-general, orsuch other person as the governor shall appoint
for that purpose, shall be a sufficient discharge for the amount
mentioned therein.

Bank not to
pay out monies.

Sixth—The said bank, or banking institution, shall not pay,
appl'v

No. 4

of

1S68
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7 'he Receiver- ( ienerah M<m.eys%Transfer Law*
up ply, or dispose of any part of the money, bills, notes, or drafts,
which may be paid in and placed to the account of such receivergeneral, or transfer the same, or any portion thereof from such
account, except in accordance with the rules and regulations for
1l.e time being of the governor, with the advice of the privy coun
cil, unless any such notes, bills, or drafts shall be required by
1lie solicitor of the crown for the purpose of instituting legal pro
ceedings thereon, in which case such notes, bills, or drafts, or any of
them, shall be delivered to sucli solicitor, or his clerk, on the or
der of the governor.

except in ac
cordance with,
rules.

Seventh—Every sum of money which shall he due upon any de
benture, bond, certificate, or other instrument, for the payment of
any money out of the receiver*general’s office, or shall he directed
to be paid by any act or law of the legislature, and all warrants
issued by the governor, shall be paid by the receiver-general out
of any money, paid as aforesaid, into such bank, or banking insti
tution, on account of the receiver-general, in accordance with the
rules and regulations for the time being in respect thereof; and
every such payment shall be made by a cheque or draft, which
cheque or draft shall he signed by the receiver-general, and coun
tersigned by such public officer or officers as shall be by any such
rule or regulation appointed for that purpose; and, in every such
cheque or draft, the name of the party in whose favour, and the
number of the account or voucher in payment whereof such cheque
or draft shall be drawn, shall be inserted.

All monies t®
be paid into
the bank.

Eighth—Upon the death, resignation, or removal of the present,
and of any other receiver-general hereafter to be appointed, the
balance of cash for which lie shall at that time have credit on his
account as such receiver-general with the said bank or banking
institution shall, as soon as a successor shall be appointed to the
said office, vest in such successor ; and, until such successor shall
be appointed in such person or persons as shall for the time being
be duly authorized to execute the duties of the said office, in trust
for the service of the public, and be forthwith transferred, carried
over, and placed to the account of such successor or other person
or persons as aforesaid, to he applied to the service accordingly,
arid such monies shall not, in the event of the death of such recei
ver-general, constitute assets of the deceased, or be in any manner
subject to the control ol bis legal representatives.

On death, or
removal of re •
ceiver-geuera1,
to be transfer
red to bis suc
cessor.
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A Law for Converting the Taxes
Houses into a Tax for the Support of
the Poor.
[13th JMarch, 1868.]
HEREAS it is proper that the charge of the poor, in the PwaMbi*
several parishes of this island, should be placed under the
control of the municipal boards thereof; and, in order to secure a
provision for their support, it is expedient to raise the necessary
funds in manner hereinafter provided : Be it therefore enacted by
the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the le
gislative council thereof, as follows:

W

First—There shall be granted and raised, for the purposes of Taxes<
this law, the following taxes or duties ; that is to say :
Louses*
On every house of the annual value of eight pounds or up
■wards, a tax or duty after the rate of one shilling and six
pence in the pound of such value.

Of £8 or up
wards annual
value.

On every house under the annual value of eight pounds Bek>w£8.
(not being dwellings of laborers located on any estate or pen,)
a tax or duty thereon as follows; that is to say :
Class 1. On every house, thatched or shingled, but
without flooring, and without land, or with land to an
extent less than one acre, a tax or duty of two shillings.
Class 2. On every house, thatched or shingled, with
flooring, and without land, or with land to an extent less
than one acre, a tax or duty of four shillings.
Class 3. On every house, thatched or shingled, and
•whether with or without flooring, if the owner or occupier
possesses land in the same parish, either attached to, or
detached from such house, equal in extent to one acre or
more, a duty of six shillings,
(13)
Second
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Taxes in lieu
• f tax under
Law No. 30 of
1867.

Second—The taxes or duties under this law shall be in lieu of
the tax or duty on houses under “ The License and Registration
Duties Law, 18fi7,” which last mentioned tax or duty shall not he
raised lor any period after the thirty-first day of July, one thou
sand eight hundred and sixty-eight.

Persons in pos
session of *
houses to make
re tu rn to col
lector of taxes,
and pay, &c.

Third— Every person in the possession of any house, by this
law made liable to the tax or duty hereby imposed, shall, on the
first day of August next ensuing, or within ten days there
after,/ ogive in to the collector of taxes, or other officern having the
collection of the taxes or duties of the parish, or district of the
parish in which such house is situate, a just and true return
of such house, and the annual value thereof; and, if under the an
nual value of eight pounds, shall shew whether the owner or occu
pier thereof bolds any lands not assessed to the tax or du
ty7 on houses under this law ; and the person making such return
shall sign a declaration to the truth thereof, and pay to the col
lector of taxes, or other officer as aforesaid, the full amount of
tlie duties imposed on such houses by this law, aud obtain from
him an acquittance of the same.

1n terpretation

F ourth—The word “ house” shall mean every occupied or in
habited dwelling-house, shop, store, wharf, warehouse, office, cr.
place of business ; and if of orabove theannual value of eight pound-,
shall, for the purpose of such valuation, include and comprise the
out-offices, yards, and curtilages attached thereto; and, for the
purpose of taxation under this law, the true annual value of every
house shall, when tenanted at a rent, be taken to be the rent ac
tually payable thereon by the y e a r; and when otherwise occupied,
the full yearly rent at which the same m ight be let shall be taken
as such true annual value.

clause.

Paym ent of
ta x exempts
others coming
in to possession;

Fifth—The payment of the tax or duty upon any house under
this law shall, during the current year for which such tax or duty
is imposed, exempt any person, who may afterwards come to the
possession of such house, from the payment thereof; but if sush
tax or duty shall not be paid, it may be recovered or enforced
against any person who may at any time during such current year
be, or have been in the possession thereof.

"Provision as to
houses occu
pied after 1st
August.

Sixth—If any house, unoccupied at the first day of August in
any year shall, at any time thereafter during such current year as
aforesaid, become occupied, the owner or occupier shall, within four
teen days after the house shall become occupied, make a return,
i
aud
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and sign the declaration to the truth thereof, in the form to thi
law annexed, in respect of such house, to the collector of taxes, or
other officer as aforesaid of the parish, or district of the parish
wherein such house is situate, and shall pay to such collector of tax
es, or other officer as aforesaid, the tax or duty, or proportion there
of, calculated for so many quarters of a year (the fractional part of
a quarter being reckoned as a quarter) as shall remain of the cur
rent year, according to the annual value of such house.
Seventh—If any house, charged with the tax or duty under this
law, shall be in the possession of more than one person, the col
lector of taxes, or other officer as aforesaid, may, to enforce pay
ment, proceed against all or any of the parties, or the landlord
thereof, as well as against any goods on any such premises on which
a landlord might distrain for rent in arrear.

Where several
persons in pos
session.

&

False declara
Eighth—If any person shall wilfully make a false'lir untrue de- tion
perjury.
duration under this law, such person shall.p^r'convietion thereof7
he liable to the like pains and penaltieMT§are by law imposed on
persons guilty of wilful and corrupt^erjury.

Ninth Houses belonging to or in possession of the crown,
and school-houses, except in so far as they
respectively may be used as^rivate dwelling houses, shall be ex
empted from taxation under this law.
\

Crown and
colonial pro
perty and
school-houses
when not used
as private
dwelling
houses exempt,

Tenth—The current year, in respect of the taxes or duties
imposed by this law, shall be from the tirst day of August in each
year until the thirty-first day of July uext succeeding, both such
last mentioned days being iucluded.

C urrent year-

Eleventh—All the powers, provisions, clauses, regulations, di
rections, surcharges, and penalties contained in, or imposed by
icerise and Registration Duties Law, 1867,” and “ The
w The Lice
Tax Collection Law, lb67,” or any other law or laws, which for
the time being may be in force relating to license and registration
duties, and the collection of taxes, shall be in full force and effect,
with respect to the taxes or duties granted by this law respective
ly, so far as the same are or shall be applicable in all cases not
hereby expressly provided for ; and shall be observed, applied,
enforced, and put in execution for, and in the raising, collecting,
levying, and recovering the said taxes or duties, and otherwise in
relation thereto, so far as the same shall not he superseded by, and
shall be consistent with this law, as fully and effectually, to all in
tents

Provisions, &«.
of Law No.
30 and 32 of
1867j or other
laws in force
applicable.
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tents and purposes, as if the same had been herein repeated and
specially enacted mvtatis mutandis, with reference to the taxes
and duties granted by this law.
Ilow monies of
taxes to be a c 
counted for.

Twelfth—The monies of the respective taxes or duties under
this law shall be accounted for to the receiver-general by the se
veral collectors of taxes, or other officer as aforesaid; and be paid
into the colonial bank, to the credit of the receiver-general or
otherwise, as by law directed, as collected and received, within
five davs after the expiration of each month ; and each such
collector of taxes, or other officer as aforesaid, shall keep such
books, .and make such return in relation to the said taxes or
duties, as and in such form as the governor shall from time to
time direct.

P en V ty on of
ficers .account

Thirteenth —Each collector of taxes, or other officer as afore
said, who shall neglect to comply with the requirements of this
law, shall be subject and liable, in addition to the payment of the
monies received and not accounted for, to the like penalties, reco
verable in the like manner as are in “ The License and Registra
tion Duties Law, 1867,’* and tCTax Collection Law, 1867,” impos
ed on collectors of taxes, or other officers as aforesaid, neglecting to
comply with the provisions of those laws, as to the duties therein
mentioned.

Taxes to be ap 
plied for th e
poor.

Fourteenth—The monies which shall be raised by the means of
the taxes or duties aforesaid, in each respective parish of this
island, shall he by the receiver-general, under the warrant ol the
governor, paid to the order of the municipal board of such parish,
who shall appropriate and apply the same to the support ol, and
medical attendance on, the poor of the said parish.

able.

Provision for
increase or
decrease of
tux.

Fifteenth— If in any year the amount so raised shall be more
than sufficient for the purposes aforesaid in any parish of this
island, then and in every such case it shall be the duty of the
municipal board of such parish, in making the estimates for the
then following year, to return to the revenue commissioner a
statement of the amount expected to be in hand at the end of the
financial year then about to expire, and the amount which the
board considers it will require lor the succeeding year in addition,
lor the purposes aforesaid; and ii on the other hand there shall
be a deficiency in any year, the municipal board of the parish shall
return, in their estimates aforesaid, the amount, as near as they
•au ascertain it, of that deficiency, and state the sum which will
be
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be required to meet the same, and the support of, and medical
attendance on, the poor for the succeeding year.
Sixteenth—The revenue commissioner may call for returns,
documents, and evidence from the municipal board of any parish,
in relation to the number of and expenses for the poor; and, on
the examination and consideration thereof, may allow or diminish
the sum called for as aforesaid, as he may consider it to be suf
ficient, or more than sufficient for the purposes aforesaid; and
thereupon the revenue commissioner may make such rateable in
crease or decrease in the rate or scale of assessment on houses as
aforesaid, as he may consider will meet, or be sufficient to meet,
the expenditure and outlay in such parish for the purposes afore
said for the year to come.

Powers of re
venue commis
sioner,

Seventeenth—On such allowed rates as to any parish being
fixed by the revenue commissioner, and sanctioned by the gover
nor, the revenue commissioner shall cause the same to be pub
lished in the “ Jamaica Gazette by Authority,” ,and give notice
thereof to the collectors of taxes, or other officers aforesaid, in such
parish ; and thereupon the assessment for the then succeeding year
in such parish shall be regulated and made agreeably to the rate
so fixed* sanctioned, and published for such particular parish.

As to allow
ance of rate?*
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SCHEDULE.
Account o f all dwelling-houses, shops, stores, wharves, warehouses,
offices, or places o f business.
A N A C C O U N T of all dwelling-houses, shops, stores, wharves, warchousesf offices, or places o f business, and o f the annual value there
of,\ belonging to, or m the possession or occupation o f
asin the parish o f
on
the
day o f
one thousand eight
hundred and six ty
?

Name of property, Description No. of Annual value of the dwell
number, and street
ing
house,
shop,
store,
Remarks.
of
of house in any Property. Acres. wharf, warehouse, office,
town.
or place of business..
9

•*

f

•
W
■ IX
0

■>' i I
4

v « M 0

t
0

• • *• 0

. 00*.

*V'

MA

0
•

I, A. B. do solemnly and sincerely declare, that the above
is a correct account of all dwelling houses, shops, stores,
wharves, warehouses, offices, or places of business, and of the
number and actual value thereof, belonging to me, or in my
possession or occupation, in the parish of
on the
day of
one thousand eight
hundred and sixty
A. B.
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A Law to Repeal theA ct Twenty-Eighth
Victoria, Chapter Thirty-Five, “ An Act
further to Check Frivolous and Vexatious
99
Suits and Defence
[13th March, 1868.]
HEREAS the act twentjl-eighth Victoria, chapter thirtyfive, entituled An act further to checkfrivolous and vexatious
suits and defences, has not been found available in practice, and has
been found to operate prejudicia ly : Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice ar d consent of the legislative coun«
cil thereof, as follows:

W

Prt&mkU,

The said act of the twenty-eig ith Victoria, chapter thirty-five, Kopoal of 29
V
ic.
c.35#
is hereby repealed.

(19)

C2

■w'

A Law to Preclude Person
trict Court Judges, or their Deputies,
from being Coroners in Districts other
the
than Kingston, and
P
Service and Execution of Process di
rected to the Coroner.
[9 lii April, 1868.]
HE RE AS by “ The District Courts Law, 1867/* every judge Preamble*
of a district court, with the exception of the judge of the
district court of the district wherein the city% of Kingston
is situated,
o
is declared to be the coroner for his district, or any part thereof,
wherever a coroner shall not have been, or be otherwise appoint
e d ; and, by " The District Courts Criminal Jurisdiction Law,
1807/’ such judge may, when necessary, appoint a fit person to
hold any particular inquest in his stead : And whereas it is expe
dient that the duties of coroner in every district where a district
court is, or shall be appointed to be holden, other than that of King
ston, should be performed by the judge of such district court, or I
his deputy, as aforesaid ; and it is expedient to declare how the
service and execution of process, when directed to the district
court judge as coroner, should be performed : Be it enacted by
the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legis
lative council thereof, as follows :
First—In any district of this island, except the district of
Kingston, wherein a district court is or shall be established, the
judge of such district court is, or shall be the sole coroner with
in such district, and the office, duties, and powers of any other
person within the same district, who is, or may be the coroner
of the said district, or of some part thereof, shall, in cases where
district courts have been already established, cease and deteimine
(21)
within

Judge of dis
trict court to
be cor finer.

22
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District Court Judges, other than Kingston, to be Coroners.
within the said district, fron the passing of this law7; and, in other
cases, from the appoihtu en: of a district court.

Law No. 8 of
1866, sec. 60,
as to appoint
m ent of coro
ners in districts
repealed in
certain re
spects.

Second—The sixtieth section of the law No. 8 of I8(i6, A law
fo r making alterations in the law consequent on the constitution of
the legislative council, created by order oj the queen in council,
dated the eleventh day oj June, one thousand eight bundled and
sixty-six, so far as it empowers the governor to appoint any per
son to the said office of coroner in any parish, or part of a parish
forming the district, or part of the district of a district court, is
hereby repealed.

Certain duties
of coroner to
be performed
by bailiff of
dutr.'cb*

Third—The duties of coroner, in relation to the service and
execution of process directed to him, shall and may, in all cases
where the judge of a district court is or shall be the coroner, be
duly and legally executed and performed by the bailiff of his dis
trict court.

JAMAICA
I 3°, 1

O

other Institutions of this Island.
[Oth Ajjril, 1868.]
I 7 HE REAS the several charitable and other institutions, in the
? schedule to this law annexed, were, under and by virtue of
-certain acts of the late legislature of this island, vested in trustees :
And whereas certain of the said trustees, who were trustees byvirtue of their offices, or by election under laws which have been
repealed, have ceased to be trustees: And whereas it is necessary
to fill up the vacancies which have in consequence occurred in
the number of trustees of the said charities, and other institutions :
Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and
consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows:

V

Preamble.

First—The members ot the municipal boards of the respective
parishes in which the charitable or other institutions mentioned
in the schedule to this law annexed are situated, shall become and
be, upon the passing of this law, trustees of the said charitable
and other institutions respectively, in the room and stead of any
of the before-mentioned trustees, whose office has determined as
aforesaid; and it shall be lawful for the governor from time to
time to appoint such additional trustees as he shall think fit to any
of the said charitable or other institutions.

Appointment
of new trus
tees.

Second—The trustees appointed by and under this law shall,
together with the other trustees of the said respective charitable
and other institutions aforesaid, appointed or to be appointed by
or under any act in force, be the trustees of the said institutions,
and shall conjointly have and exercise, with such subsisting trus
tees, and the trustees who shall from time to time be appointed in
their room, all and every the powers, functions, duties, and authoi23j
rities

Powers, &c.
given to new
and old fcruutees.
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rities of, belonging, and appertaining to, the trustees of the cha
ritable or other institutions, of which they shall become members as
aforesaid, as fully and effectually as the trustees originally ap
pointed, or authorized to be appointed under any of the acts of
this island.’
Three a quo
rum.

Third—The trustees of every such charitable or other institu
tion as aforesaid shall, from and after the passing of this law, have
full power and authority to actby a quorum of their members, such
quorum to consist of at least three members.

Electors of J a 
maica Free
School.

Fourth—The election of parochial trustees, and all other acts
authorized to be done by the governor, president of the council,
speaker of the assembly, bishop, or suffragan, chief-justice, and at
torney-general, or any three of them, in relation to the Jamaica
Free School, may hereafter be done by the governor, bishop, or
suffragan, chief-justice, and attorney-general, or any three of them ;
and acts authorized to be done by the chief-justice, attorney-gene
ral, and speaker, or any two of them, may be done by the chief-jus
tice and attorney-general.

visitors of
Manchester
Free School.

Fifth—The governor, chief justice, attorney-general, and
bishop, or suffragan, shall continue to be visitors of the Man
chester Free School.

SCHEDULE

i
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SCHEDULE TO W HICH T H IS LAW REFERS.
Nam*: or Iicrrrruriox.
The J amaica Free School.

Manchester District School.

Manchester Free School.

Manning's Freo School.

Rusca’s Free School. ]

St. Jago de la Vega Free School.

St. James' Free School.

D
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Appointment o f Additional rl Yus t ees o f Charities,
SCHEDULE (continued.)
N ame

of

I nstitution.

Titchfield Free School.

Yore District School.

*■ .

Munro and Dickenson’s Free
School and Charity.

Bath of St. Thomas the Apostle.

Milk Kiver Bath.

A Law for Granting to her Majesty certain
Sums of Money, required for Defraying
certain Expenses of the Civil Govern
ment, and certain other Expenses con
nected with the Public Service, for the
Financial Year One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Sixty-Seven—Sixty- ight.
[9th A prii, 1868. ]

w

PEREAS of the amount of three hundred and sixty-four
thousand one hundred and thirty-two pounds tenshillings
and six pence, required for the service of the civil government of
the island, and for other purposes, tor the year one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-seven—sixty-eight, the sum of two hun
dred and seven thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight pounds
eleven shillings and six pence has been provided for by law, and
it is now requisite to make a further provision of one hundred
and fifty-six thousand three hundred and three pounds nineteen
shillings to meet the said expenditure: It is enacted by the go
vernor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legislative
council thereof, as follows :

Pream ble.

The receiver-general shall, on the warrant of the governor, pay
a sum, not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred and fifty-six
thousand three hundred and three pounds nineteen shillings, for
defraying the several charges and expenses of the civil govern
ment of this island, and for other purposes, for the financial year
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven—sixty-eight, set
forth in the schedule to this law.

Receiver-gene*
rul to pay
£150,30* 19s.
for. the civil
government
for 18C7—G'3.

(27)

‘2 D

SCHEDULE
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For Defraying certain JExpenses of the Civil Government.
SC H E D U L E .
Establishments

12

2

5
16
13
14
3
0
0
19
0
15
0
19
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
10
6
0
0
4
4
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
4

£156,303 19

0

• •

ervic.es exclusive of Establishments—
• •
Pensions, &c.
• •
Revenue services
Administration of justice
• •
Ecclesiastical
• •
Constabulary and police
• ••
•••
Education
0
#
Rents
...
Cinchona plantation
• •
Transport
• •
Conveyance of mails
•••
Quarantine
Contribution towards military expenditure
Roads and bridges
• ••
Public buildings
• •
Charitable allowances
•••
Miscellaneous
• •
Parochial

£4,427
791
466
92
607
4,500
1,696
818
300
6,481
200
512
24,569
4,810
200
664
28,892

A Law for Laying a Duty on Dogs.
[9th A pril, 1868.]

E

E it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and
consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows:

First—There shall be granted and charged, in respect of dogs
kept in the city of Kingston, and in the towns of Saint Jago de
la Vega, Linstead, Saint Ann’s Bay, Falmouth, Montego*Bay,
Lucea, Savanna-la-Mar, Black-River, Mandeville, Chapel ton,
Pori-Maria, Annotto-Bay, Port-Antonio, Morant-Bay, and PortRoyal, on and after the first day of August, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty eight, the following duties, to be paid annually,
upon the taking out of the licenses hereinafter mentioned :
For every dog, of whatever description or denomination,
the annual duty of four shillings, to be paid by the person
who shall keep such dog, and for which a license to keep
the same shall be taken out*
Second—The returns under this law shall be made to, and the
said duties shall be paid to, and the licenses shall be granted by
the collectors of taxes, or other officers appointed to collect the
internal revenue of the city of Kingston, and the several parishes,
or districts of this island, in which such other towns are situate ;
and the limits of the city of Kingston shall be as defined fur the
purposes of the law No. 1 of 1867, and the limits of the said other
towns, when not otherwise defined by law, shall be such as are
or may be fixed under the law No. 23 of 1867, for the purposes
of “ The Spirit License Law, 1867.”

Duty on doga
to-be paid in.
towns annu
ally.

On each dog*
4s.

To collector of
taxes, and li
censes granted
by him.

Limits of
towns.

I

0

Third—All the powers, provisions, clauses, regulations, and di
rections contained in “ The License and Registration Duties Law.
(*29)
1867”

Powers, &c o f
In .vs No. 30 o f
1 07. and No*

30

>

N o. 10

of

1868.

For Laying a D u ty on Dogs.
32 of 1867, &c.
applicable to
th is law.

Proviso.

Persons to
m ake returns,

&c.

Licenses to ex
pire a t 31st

1867,” and “ The Tax Collection Law, 1867,” or any other law
relating to license and registration duties, and the collection of
taxes, now or hereafter in lorce, shall respectively be of lull force
and effect, with respect to the duties hereby granted, and the li
censes relating thereto, and the penalties hereby imposed, so
far as.the. same are applicable; and shall be observed, applied,
and enforced for, and in the collecting, regulating, and recovering
of the duties hereby granted, and the surcharge thereon, if and
when the same shall he chargeable under the laws aforesaid ; and
the licenses relating to the said duties, and the penalties hereby
imposed, and otherwise in relation to the said duties, licenses, and
penalties, so far as the same shall he consistent with, and not super
seded by, the express provisions of this law, as fully and effectually
as if the same had been herein repeated and specially enacted, with
reference to the said last-mentioned duties, licenses, and penalties
respectively : Provided, That nothing herein contained shall au
thorize the granting of a license under this law, upon payment of
less than the duty for a whole year.
Fourth—All persons in the city of Kingston, and other towns
aforesaid, keeping dogs, are hereby required to make a return
thereof, and pay the duty, and take out a license under this law,
on the first day of August in each year, or within ten days there
after; and where, after the time for making such return as afore
said, any person shall be possessed of a dog, he shall, within ten
days after he shall so be possessed of such dog, make a like re
turn, and pay the duty, and obtain a license, as by this law is
required.
Fifth—The returns to be made, and the licenses to be taken
out under this Jaw, shall be in such form as the revenue commis
sioner shall direct, and every license to be granted under this
law shall commence on the day on which the same shall he grant
ed, and shall terminate on the thirty-first day ol July following,
ft

O'Hcer to keep
register.

1'onnlty for
keepii'g do0s

Sixth— Every officer who shall be authorized to grant licenses
under this law shall keep a register of all such licenses granted
by him, specifying the name and place of abode of every person
licensed, and the number at dogs which each person shall he li
censed to keep ; and any justice of the peace, or constable, or
other officer ol the peace may, at any convenient time, inspect the
register of licenses granted tor the current or preceding year.
Seventh— If any person shall keep a dog without having in force
a license
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a license granted under this law authorizing him so to do, or shall
keep a greater number of dogs than he shall be hceused to keep,
lie shall, lor every such offence, forfeit the sum of two pounds;
and every person in whose custody, charge, or possession, or in
whose house or premises any dog shall be found or seen, shall be
deemed to be the person who shall keep such dog, unless the con^
trary be proved.
.

without li
ce use, Ac.

Eighth—Any constable may take possession of any dog found not
to be licensed as aforesaid, and may detain such dog until the owner
thereof shall have claimed him, and shall have paid all expenses
incurred by reason of his detention, and shall have taken out
the license by this law required ; and if the owner of such dog
shall not claim him, and comply with the other requirements of
this section, within two clear days from the time of taking
possession of such dog as aforesaid, such dog may be destroyed :
Nothing in this section contained shall preclude the recovery of
the penalty for keeping such unlicensed dog.

Constable may
detain any dog:
not licensed.

Ninth_If any person who shall have taken out a license under
this law shall not produce and deliver such license, to be examined
and read by any officer of revenue, or constable, within a reason
able time after such officer or constable shall request the produc
tion of the same, he shall iorfeit the sum of forty shillings.

M ay call for
license.

Tenth—The duties imposed by this law shall mot be payable in
Tespect of any dog under the age of three months.

D uties not
payable on
dogs under
three months.

Eleventh—The penalties under this law shall be recovered be
fore any two justices of the peace of the parish in which the of
fence shall be committed, and, in default of payment of the penal
ty, the justices may award imprisonment not exceeding one month,
unless the penalty shall be sooner paid.

Recovery of
penalties.
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Law further to Amend the Law of Evi
dence.
[9th April, 186b.]
HEREAS the law touching evidence requires further preambi<3.
amendment: Be it therefore enacted by the governor of
Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legislative council
thereof, as follows:

W

First—On the trial of any issue joined, or of any matter, or
question, or on any inquiry arising in any suit, action, or other
proceeding in any court of justice, or before any person having
by law, or by consent of parties, authority to hear, receive, and
examine evidence, the husbands and wives of the parties thereto,
and of the persons on whose behalf any such suit, action, or other
proceeding may be brought, or instituted, or opposed, or de
fended, shall, except as hereinafter excepted, be competent and
compellable to give evidence, either viva voce, or by deposition,
according to the practice of the court, on behalf of either or any
of the parties to the said suit, action, or other proceeding.
Second—Nothing herein shall render any husband competent
or compellable to give evidence for or against bis wife, or any
wife competent or compellable to give evidence for or against hei
husband in any criminal proceeding,
Third —No husband shall be compellable to disclose any com
munication made to him by his wife during the marriage, and no
wife shall be compellable to disclose any communication made to
her by her husband during the marriage.

Husbands an*
wives’ evi
dence against
each other.

Exceptions.

* •3W %
Not compel!able to disclo<«
communica
tion made J n>
iug marriage;

Fourth —This law may be cited as “ The Evidence Amendment short uti*.
L..w, 1868.”
(33)
E
Fifth
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Fifth—This law shall not extend to any suit, action, or other
proceedings commenced before the passing of this law.

A L

Amend the Clergy Act.
[29th A p ril, 1868.]

II E R E AS by the law No. 20 of 1867, A law to reduce the
number o f parishes, the several parishes of this island were
reduced to the number of fourteen, and the previously existing
parishes of Saint Dorothy, Saint John, Saint Thomas in the Vale,
Vere, Port-Royal, Saint David, Saint George, and Metcalfe .were
merged into, and became united to some of the subsisting parishes,
as consolidated under that law : And whereas it is expedient, by
reason of such alteration of the parishes, to reduce the number
of rectors to be appointed in this island, and that such duties as
were performed by the rectors of the subsisting parishes of this
island, with reference to the parishes to which they were appoint
ed, should be exercised over the entire area of the new parishes
respectively : And whereas it is expedient to suspend the power
of tiling up any rectory or island curacy that has or may become
vacant by a permanent appointment, until the expiry of the clergy
act now in force : Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with
the advice and consent of the legislative council thereof, as fol
lows :

W

First It shall not be lawful to fill up any vacancy which exists,
or which, before the expiration of the act twenty-second Victo
ria, chapter twenty-three, entituled A n act to consolidate and
amend the laws relating to the clergy o f this island, shall occur in
any ot the rectories of the former parishes of Saint Dorothy, Saint
John, Saint Thomas in the Vale, Vere, Fort-Royal, Saint David,
Saint George, and Metcalfe, and the said rectories asthey are, or
shall become vacant, are and shall be abolished.
Second—The jurisdiction, authorities, and duties which, prior
to the passing ot the law No. 20 of 1867, were had, exercised,
and performed by the rectors of the then existing parishes of
(35)
E 2
Saint

Preamble.

V acancies in
certa in rec
tories not to bd
filled u p .

Extension o f
a rea of certain
rectories.
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Saint Catherine, Clarendon, Saint Mary, Kingston, Saint Tho
mas in the East, and Portland, within and over their respective
parishes, shall, from henceforth, be had, exercised, and performed
by the said respective rectors, within the entire area of the pre
sent parishes of Saint Catherine, Clarendon, Saint Mary, Kingston,
Saint Thomas, and Portland respectively, save and except where,
in any former parish, now a district of some new parish, there
shall be a rector appointed before the passing of the said law, whose
jurisdiction, authorities, and duties shall not be interfered with, or
determined by this law, until the expiration of the said act of the
twenty-second Victoria, chapter twenty-three, or until the occur
rence ot a vacancy in such rectory as last-mentioned, whichever
shall first happen.
^ntiiexpiraThird—Until the expiration of the said act twenty-second Vica«t°appoint^ toria, chapter twenty-three, A n act to consolidate and amend the
jjroyisi«uj? ^aws 7dating to the clergy o f this island, in the event of any vacan
cy occurring in any rectory, except those mentioned in the first
section of this law, or in any island curacy of this island, the
power of appointing permanently to such rectory or curacy, shall
thereupon be suspended, and in abeyance: Provided, That it
shall be lawful for the governor in the meantime to provide, out
of any lapsed stipend for the conduct of the duties of such rectory
or island curacy, by provisional arrangements, where necessary.

JA M A IC A --* 13 O F 186
A Law to Amend the Law Relating to
[29th vflpril, 1868.]
Small Penalties.
*WM,r IlE R E A S it is expedient to amend the law relating to small
* * penalties : Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with
the advice and consent of the legislative council thereof, as fol
lows :

Preamble,

First—This law may be cited, “ for all purposes, as u The Small
Penalties Law, 1868.”

short title.

Second—This
law
shall
come
into
operation
on
the
first
day
of
a
T
.
i - i i
*
• i
"
August, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.

Law to com©
into force 1st
August, i m i

Third—The
word
“
penalty”
in
this
law,
shall
include
any
sum
n
i
1
J
J
or money recoverable in a summary manner.

in terpretation
of penalty •

Fourth—Where, upon summary conviction, any offender may
be adjudged to pay a penalty not exceeding five pounds, such
offender, in case of non-payment thereof, may, without any warrant
of distress, be committed to prison for any term not exceeding the
period specified in the following scale, unless the penalty shall he
sooner paid*

Limit of impri
sonment in re
lation to the
following pe
nalties.
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J'o Amend the Law Relating to Small Penalties.
F or any P en a lty .

The Imprisonment not to Exceed.

Not exceeding ten shillings

Seven days.

Exceeding ten shillings, and not ex-*)
ceeding one pound
3

Fourteen days.

Exceeding one pound, and not ex-*)
• ceeding two pounds
3

One month.

Exceeding two pounds, and not ex-*)
ceeding five pounds
3

Two months.

N o t to affect
power impos
ing hard la 
bour;

Fifth—Nothing in this law contained shall affect the power of
imposing hard labour in addition to imprisonment, in cases where
hard labour might, on non-payment of the penalty, have.been
so imposed, if this law had not passed.

Applicable to
ah laws impos
in g such penal
ties.

Sixth—This law shall apply to penalties, including costs reco
verable in a summary manner, in pursuance of any act of the for
mer legislature of this island, or any law of the present legislature,
whether passed before orafter the commencement of this law ; and
all provisions of any act or law authorizing, in the case of non-pay
ment of a penalty not exceeding five pounds, a longer term of im
prisonment than is provided by this law, shall be repealed.

N ot to revenue
penalties.

S ev en th -T h is law shall not apply to any penalty imposed by
any act or law relating to the revenue of this island.

%

A Law to Authorize the Transfer, into the
Names of Trustees in England, of the
Funds now standing in the Names of the
Receiver-General and Registrar in Chan
cery, and the Receiver-General and cer
tain other Public Officers of this Island.
[7th JUatj, 1868.]
PIEREAS great inconvenience has arisen from the public
monies, and monies of the chancery deposits, which have
been invested in English securities, under the authority of certain
laws of this island, standing in the names of trustees resident in
this island, and it is desirable to make other provision in the pre
mises : Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice
and consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows :

Preamble.

First—So much of the act eighteenth Victoria, chapter thirtythree, “ The Chancery Deposits Act, 1855,” and of the act nine
teenth Victoria, chapter five, amending the said act, as renders it
necessary to invest the monies of the chancery deposits, and
other monies therein mentioned, in the names of the receivergeneral and registrar in chancery, shall be, and the same is
hereby repealed, without prejudice nevertheless to any act, mat
ter, or thing done under or in pursuance of the said acts, or
either of them.

Repeal of so'
much of 18
Vic c. 33, and
10 Vic. c. as
requires in
vestment in
names of re
ceiver-general
and registrar
in chancery.

Second—The monies of the said chancery deposits, and all
other monies under the said recited acts, standing in the public
funds of the united kingdom in the names of Hugh Williams Aus
tin, Alexandre Bravo, Edward Jordon, C. B. and Robert Russell,
or in the names of the receiver-general and registrar in chancery
of this island, and all monies which have been invested in the
(39)
said

Monies to be
transferred a»
herein men
tioned.
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To Authorize the Trans/er of Funds, fyc.
said funds, and now stand in the names of the said Hugh Williams
Austin, Alexandre Bravo, and Edward Jordon, shall, upon the
passing of this law, be by them transferred to, and vested in, the
perm anent under secretary of state for the colonial department,
and in the crown agents for this colony for the time being.
Subject to
tru sts and p u rposes declared
by law.

Third—Such monies respectively shall remain and be subject
in all respects to the trusts and purposes declared in and by the
acts and laws now passed or hereafter to be passed relating
thereto, and shall be held, applied, and dealt with accordingly.
^

m

m

^w»hem°Fourth—W henever any monies invested, or to be invested un
chancery depo- der the said recited acts of the eighteenth Victoria, chapter thirtydraw n.
three, and nineteenth Victoria, chapter five, shall be by any de
cree or order of court directed to be paid out to any person in
any m atter, cause, or suit, the office copy, or certificate of the re
gistrar of the court of chancery of such decree or order, as well as
any report to which such decree or order shall refer, as specifying
the money to be so paid, shall be by the receiver general trans
m itted to the public officers in whose names the monies under
this law shall be invested, which decree or order, or decree or
order and report, as the case may be, shall be the authority to such
public officers to sell and dispose of the said fund, and to remit
the monies therefrom to the said receiver-general for payment to
• the said party or parties entitled th e re to ..
tobe^MiwQ68
Fifth—W henever any other public monies of this island, int,nu°oftiie0'o ves^ed in the names of such public officers in England as aforevernor through said, shall be required to be sold and disposed of, it shall be lawgovernment. ^ f°r ®&8 governor of this island, through a secretary of the
government, to direct such sale or disposal of the said funded
monies, and the application thereof, and the direction of the go
vernor, so communicated as aforesaid, shall be the authority to
such public officers for the sale and disposal and application of such
last mentioned funded monies.
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A Law to Repeal tpe First and Second
Fourth George the
Sections of the
Fourth, Chapter Thirteen, entituled “ An
Act for the more effectual Punishment of
Treason, Treasonable Conspiracies, and
Seditious Meetings, for preventing the
Administering an Taking of Unlawful
99
er purposes and to
Oaths, and for
make other Provi ions instead thereof.
[7th JMay, 18(58.]
HEREAS it is-expedient to repeal the first and second sec
tions of the act fourth George the fourth, chapter thirteen,
entituled An act for the more effectual punishment o f treason, tree*
sonable conspiracies, and seditious meetings, for preventing the ad
ministering or taking o f unlawful oaths, and Jor other purposes,
and to enact other provisions instead thereof: Be it enacted by the
governor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legislative
council thereof, as follows:

W

Pream ble.

First—From and after the pasting of this law the first and second
sections of the said recited act spall be, and the same are hereby
repealed.

4 Geo. 4, c. 13,
secs. 1 and 2
repealed.

Second—If any person or pe *sons, after the passing of this law,
shall compass, imagine, invent, devise, or intend to levy war, or
excite insurrection against the government of this island, as by law
established, in order by force or constraint to compel the governor,
or legislative council, or either of them, to consent to alter or
change the constitution of this island, as by law established, or in
order to put any force or constraint upon, or to intimidate orover(41)
r
awe

Punishment
for intending
to levy war or
excite insur
rection, &c.
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For the more Effectual Punishment o f rJ'reason, £fe.
awe the governor, or legislative council, or either of them, or to
move or stir any foreigner or stranger with force to invade this
island, and shall express, utter] or declare, by publishing any
printing, or writing, or by any okert act or deed, such compassing
imaginations, inventions, devices, or intentions, or any <>! them
every person so offending shall be guilty of felony, and, beirnr
convicted thereof, shall be liable at the discretion of the court, to
penal servitude for the term of his or her natural life, or for any
term not less than three years, or to be imprisoned for anv term
not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour, as the court
shall direct.
Punishm ent
for inciting to
insurrection or
rebellion, &c.

Third—If any person or person*, after the passing of this law
shall maliciously and advisedly endeavour to excite or stir up any
person to commit any act of insurrection or rebellion, or make or
endeavour to make any traitorous or rebellious assembly, or to com
mit any traitorous or rebellious act, or to engage in anv confedera
cy, combination, or conspiracy for the purpose, by force or con
straint, or otherwise than by lawful means of effecting a change in
the state or condition of the people of this island, as by law esta
blished, or by force or constrain t of compelling the governor and the
legislative council, or either of them, to consent to grant, or aoree
to such change, or in order to 3at any force or constraint upon, or
to intimidate or overawe the governor and the legislative council
or either of them, every person so offending shall be guilty of felo
ny, and, being convicted thereef, shall be liable at the discretion of
the court to penal servitude foi the term of his or her natural life
ror for any term not less than three years, or to be imprisoned for
any term not exceeding two yt ars, with or without hard labour, as
the court shall direct.

Persons not to
be prosecuted
for words only,
unless inform-!
ation given
vrithin six days
and w arrant
issued w ithin
te n days.

Fourth—Provided always, That no person shall be prosecuted
for any felony, by virtue of this law, in respect of such com passings,
imaginations, inventions, devices, or intentions, in so far as the
same are expressed, uttered, or declared by open and advised speakjog only, unless information of such compassings, imaginations,
inventions, devices, or intentions, and of the words by which the
same were expressed, uttered, o * declared, shall he given upon oath
to one or more justice or justices of the peace, within six days after
such words shall have been spoken, and unless a warrant for the
apprehension of the person, by Whom such words shall have been
spoken, shall be issued within ten days next after such information
shall have been given as aforesaid ; and that no person shall he
convicted of any such com passings, imaginations, inventions, devices,

For the more Effectual Punishment o f Treason, fyc.
vines, or intentions as aforesaid, in solfar as the same are express
ed, uttered, or declared by open or advised speaking as aforesaid,
except upon liis own confession in opdn court, or unless the words
so spoken shall be proved by two credible witnesses.
Fifth—It shall be lawful, in any indictment for any felony un
der this law, to charge against thef offender any number of the
matters, acts, or deeds by which sufh com passings, imaginations,
inventions, devices, or intentions /as aforesaid, or any of them
shall have been expressed, uttered, loi declared.

A ny num ber
of overt acta
may be
charged.

Sixth —In the case of every felony punishable under this law,
every principal in the second degree, and every accessory before
the fact, shall be punishable in tl/e same manner as the principal
in the first degree is by this law punishable; and every accessory
after the fact to any such felony snail, ou conviction, be liable to be
imprisoned, with or without hajd labour, for any term not ex 
ceeding two years.

Punishm ent of
accessories be
fore and after
th e fact.

Seventh —It shall not be lawfJl for any court, before which any
person shall be prosecuted or tried for any felony under this law,
to order payment to the proseejitor or the witnesses of any costs
which,shall be incurred in preferring or prosecuting any such in*
dictment.
*
I

No cost8 to be
given to prose
cutor or w it
nesses.
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A Law to Repeal the Act Twenty-First
Victoria, Chapter Three, “ The Board of
Works Act, 1857,” and to make other
Provision for the Superintendence of the
Public Buildings.
[7th M ay, 1868.]
HEREAS it is expedient to repeal “ The Board of Works
Act, 1857,” which has been continued by the act twentyseventh Victoria, session one, chapter twenty-three, and to make
other provisions for the superintendence, care, and construction of
the buildings of the colonial government: Be it enacted by the
governor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legislative
council thereof, as follows:

W

First—The act of the twenty-first Victoria, chapter three, “ The
Board of Works Act, 1857,” and the act twenty-seventh .Victoria
session one, chapter twenty-three, continuing the same in force*
are hereby respectively repealed without prejudice however to any
contract, release, covenant, or agreement made, or entered into
whilst the said acts, or either of them, were in force.
’
Second—The director of roads, as superintendent of public
works, shall be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to
expend, under the directions of the governor, the monies which
may from time to time be granted for and towards the repairing
and altering of the buildings belonging to the colonial government
throughout this island, and to complete and finish the buildings
which may have been already commenced, and to commence, com
plete, and finish those which may hereafter be directed to be com
menced ; and he is hereby authorized and empowered to make
contracts for materials, workmanship, and labour, and to hire la
bourers for carrying on, repairing, and finishing the same.
Third

Preamble.

21 Vic. c. 3,
and 27 Vic.
Bess. 1, c. 23at’
repealed.

Director of
roads to per
form duties
herein men-,
tioned.
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To take earth
and stones
from certain
lands.

V

T h ird —The director of roads shall have full power and autho
rity to order the digging and carrying awav of earth or stones for
the use of the said buildings out of lands not in cultivation, and not
enclosed as a garden or yard, on making such reasonable satisfac
tion to the parties entitled thereto, as he and the said parties shall
agree upon ; and, in case of difference, the amount of such com
pensation shall be settled by the jyfdge of the district court of the
district within which such earth or stones shall have been taken ;
and, in places where there shall be no district court, then by two
justices of the peace of the parish, to be mutually selected by the
director of roads and the owner oil the land.
jr*. *
, - *
i
rTf
/ HI
Fourth—In every contract, release, covenant, or agreement re
lative to the buildings of the colonial government, with or by the
director ef roads, or to which such director of roads shall be a
party, it shall be sufficient to describe him by the style or title of
director of roads, without naming him ; and every such contract,
release, covenant, or agreement, deed, or instrument, may be exe
cuted by the director of roads, by signing his name, or, if the in
strument so executed be in the form of a deed, by signing, sealing,
and delivering the same as his deed, and may be enforced bv or
against the director of roads for the time being.
m

Contracts, &c.
w ith director
of roads, how
to bo made.

D irector of
roads may sue
and be 6ucd.

Fifth —The director of roads shall and«may sue and be sued in
respect of any cause of action or suit relating to the buildings of
the colonial governm ent; and, in any action or suit to be brought
bv or against the director of roads, it shall be sufficient to describe
him as director of roads, without naming him, and such ac
tion or suit shall not abate by the death, resignation, or departure
from this island, or removal from office of the person holding the
office of director of roads, but shall and may be continued, carried
on, and enforced by or against his successor, or other the person
for the time being holding the office of director of roads.

Free from p er
sonal responsi
bility.

Sixth—The director of roads shall be exempt from personal
responsibility for any thing done in the exercise of the powers
given by this law ; and all damages and costs which shall or may
be recovered against the director of roads in any action or suit
for any thing done in the exercise of the powers given by this law,
shall be paid out of the public revenue, on the warrant of the go
vernor.
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A Law to Amend jfj he Immigration Act,
1858,” in respect t the Immigrants’ CoIonization and Raim a Passage Fund.
[25th Mai), 1868.]
7 HE REAS the annual su provided by “ The Immigration
Act, 1858,” for raising a fund to meet the expense of a
return passage for Indian immign ts, who shall entitle themselves
to claim a return passage, and ft) the permanent colonization of
such and any other immigrants, i excessive for the object, and it
is expedient to amend the said a , and to make other provision
in the premises : Be it enacted b the governor of Jamaica, with
the advice and consent of the le islative council thereof, as follows:
First—The seventy-first section of the act twenty-second Vic
toria, chapter one, “ The Immigration Act, 1858,” is hereby re
pealed, without prejudice however to any act, matter, or thing
done under or in pursuance thqreof, whilst the same was in
force.

W

Preamb le.

22 T ic c. I,
sec. 7 1, re
pealed.

(

Second—For the purpose of raising a fund to meet the expense
of a return passage for Indian immigrants, who shall entitle them
selves to claim a return passage tb the ports from whence they
embarked, or for the permanent colonization in this island, of such
and any other immigrants, the governor is hereby authorized and
required, in each and every year, qommencing with the year one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, and ending with the year
one thousand eight hundred and sewenty-seven, by his warrant to
direct the receiver-general to set auart, out of the monies raised,
or to be raised for the purposes oil immigration, uncerthe laws
now or hereafter in force, and to carry to the credit of the account
in the books of the''receiver-general! entitled li The Immigrants*
Colonization and Return Passage Fujid*” a sum of three thousand
pounds:
(47)

£3000 to be set
apart in each
year from 1868
to 1877 inclu
sive, for return
passages,
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A ppbcation of
monies.

pounds: And if, in the said yeaj one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-eight, or in any future year within the term aforesaid, the
number of immigrants entitled! to claim a return passage, or to
have the advantage of permanent colonization in this island, shall
be increased by the arrival of Jfresh immigrants, the governor is
hereby authorized and required! by his warrant as aforesaid, to set
apart, out of the said monies, And to carry to the credit as afore
said in that year, and in eacli one of the ten immediately sueceeding years, such additionallsum as shall be certified to the go
vernor by the revenue commissioner as being necessary, in order
to make due provision for the return passage or permanent coloni
zation of such additional immigrants.
T hird— Provided always, That in case the monies of the fund
for the purposes of immigration, out of which the aforesaid sum
of three thousand pounds, jand such additional monies (if any)
are to be taken, shall at any time be insufficient for the purpose
aforesaid, the deficiency shdll be made up from any unappropri
ated monies of the revenue (of this island, in the hands of the re
ceiver-general, so that the /annual sum or sums required for the
purposes of this law, shall/be set apart and carried to the credit
aforesaid.
Fourth—The amount to be carried to the account of a The
Immigrant’s Colonizationjand Return Passage Fund” by virtue of
this law, shall be invested and dealt with, appropriated, and ap
plied in like manner as tie monies directed to be set apart and
carried to the said accountl under the seventy first section of “ The
Immigration Act, 1858,” 1would have been invested, dealt with,
appropriated, and applied,\if this law had not been passed.

A Law to Provide for the Management of
** the Post Office in this Island.
j[25th tP jik 1868.]
E it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, w ithlhe advice and
consent of the legislative council thereof, as, folloivs :
First—The post office in and throughout this island shall be
tinder the management of the postmaster for Jamaica, already ap
pointed, or hereafter to be kppoinfted.r
Second—The postmaster for Jamaica, and the several district
postmasters, and the other officers and persons who are, or shall
be employed in the service of the post office department, shall hold
their offices and places during pleasure ; and on the removal,
death, or resignation of the’pOStmaStbr for Jamai
the said other officers or persons, the governo/may from time to
time appoint a successor, with theJike powers, authorities, and
duties.

Poat office un
der postmaster
for Jamaica.

Offices in the
post office to
be held during
pleasure.

Third—All commissions* and appointments, granted to any of Cprnmi^ion*
the officers of the post office^ in.force at the cbrnmencerUeht of this mSue^ting
law, shall continue in force £ts if the sam ehad been grapteil
under this law*
^
law continued
in force.

-Fourth—All places now used for the receipt and delivery there
of letters, newspapers, parcels,, and book packets for tran^miss^n
by the post, shall remain and be continued as suchJ and the governor
may
from
time
to
time
appoint
other
places
for
the
like
*
\
•' V 1 - *
' 1 i ' ; *,
i
>1^17/
purposes, and appoint at any such place or places, district ppstmasters, or other officers, wlio^e appointment shall be in every re
spect as, and subject in like manner as other appointments of of
ficers ; and the governor may discontinue any place appointed, or
to be appointed for the purposes aforesaid.
(49)
G
Fifth

Places now
offibcsISLd
may^appSnt
others,
and
may discoutinueany.
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Future officers
of the post of
fice to take the
declaration m
tfhis section.

Fifth—No person hereafter appointed shall be capable of hold
ing the office of postmaster for Jamaica, or of being an officer of the
post-office, unless such person shall have first made and subscribed
the following declaration before a justice of the peace, acting for
the place where such person resides, which declaration such jus
tice shall (on application to that effect), administer and take ac
cordingly
- «
o | :
{<I
do solemnly and sincerely declare, that I will not
wittingly or willingly open or delay, or cause or suffer to bo
opened or delayed, contrary to my duty, any letter, or anything
sent by the post, which shall come into my hands or custody
by reason of my employment relating to the post-office, except
by the consent of the person or persons to whom the same
I shall be directed, or by an express warrant, in writing, under
the hand of the governor, or under his authority for that pur
pose, or except in such cases where the party or parties to
whom such letter, or anything sent by the post shall be di
rected, and who is or are chargeable with the payment of the
postage thereof, shall refuse or neglect to pay the same, and
except such letters, or anything sent by the post, as shall bo
returned for want of true directions, or when the party or par
ties to whom the same shall be directed cannot be found; and
that I will notin any way embezzle anyir such letter, or anything
O
sent by the post as aforesaid; and 1 make this solemn declara
tion conscientiouslvJ in tending
O to fulfil and obey
* the same, and
by virtue of the provisions of “ 1ho Post Office Law, ItiOtt.’*

Declaration.

w

V

*

m

This declaration was made before me
the
dav of
Officer* of poet
office
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Sixth —No officer of the post office shall be compelled to servo
iu any corporate, or public, or parochial office or employment, or
on any jury or inquest, or in the militia, any law or custom to the
contrary notwithstanding ; nor shall any officer of the general post
office in Kingston be engaged in any trade or business.

F irlu ii?e pri.
vileew of the
p«.st office.

Seventh—The postmaster for Jamaica, by himself or by the
other officers and servants of the post office, shall have the exclu
sive privilege of conveying from one place to another, between
which postal communication is or may hereafter be established,
and of receiving, collecting, sending, despatching, and delivering
all letters, except in the following cases, that is to suv:
1.

ri iceptians.

*

Letters sent by a private friend iu bis way, journey, or
travel.
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travel, so as such letters be delivered by such friend to the
party to whom they shall be d irected :
2.
Letters sent by a messenger on purpose, concerning the
private affairs of the sender or receiver th ereo f:
3 Process, or proceedings, issuing out of a court of jus
tice :
4. Letters sent out of the island by a private vessel (not
■being a packet boat) :
5. Letters of merchants, owner of vessels, of merchandize,
or the cargo
or loading
O
O therein sent bv
- such vessels, of merchandize, or by any person employed by such owners for the
carriage of such letters, according to their respective direc
tions, and delivered to the respective persons to whom they
shall be directed, without paying or receiving hire or reward,
advantage or profit for the same, in anywise :
6. Letters concerning goods or merchandize sent by com
mon known carriers to be delivered with the goods which such
letters concern, without hire or reward, or other profit or ad
vantage
o for receiving
o or delivering
o such letters :
But nothing herein contained shall authorize any person to make
a collection of such excepted letters for the purpose of sending
them in the manner hereby authorized :
The following persons are expressly forbidden to carry a letter,
or to receive, or collect, or deliver a letter, although they shall
not receive hire or reward for the same (th at is to say) :
1. Drivers of mail carts or carriages, mail-couriers, or per
sons in charge of mails :
2. Common known carriers, their servants or agents, ex
cept a letter concerning goods in their carts, waggons, or car
riages, or on their pack animals :
3. Owners, masters, or commanders of ships, vessels, steam
boats, or boats called, or being passage or packet boats, or
droghers, wherries, or ferry boats sailing or passing coastwise
or otherwise, between, to, or from places within this island,
or their servants or agents, except in respect of letters of mer
chants, owners of ships, or goods on b o ard :
4. Passengers or other persons on board any such ships,
vessels, steam-boats, or boats called, o r being passage or
G 2
packet-boats,

Persons prohi
b ite d to c arry
le tte rs .
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packet-boats, or droghers, wherries, or ferry-boats, except
messengers sent specially concerning the private affairs of the
sender or receiver thereof.
Bates of post
age in schedule
demands ble.

Eighth_The several rates of inland postage specified in the
schedule to this law annexed, shall he payable and demandable on
all letters, newspapers, parcels, and book-packets passing through
the post-offices in this island.
w

J 1 l\

Prepaym ent of
postage on let
ters and news
papers option
al.

Recovery of
deficient post*

age.

Governor,
with advice of
privy e >uncil,
in-iy w ry n t r l ,
acd direct
bo

to
prepaid*

ft!

1 ©flJ 1

Ninth—The postages on all letters, and newspapers, notintendpd to be sent out pf the. island, passing through the ppst-offices of
this island, br posted at, to bfe delivered from any post office, may,
at the option of the parties seeding the same, be clmrgcablc on the
delivery tliereof as addressed, or be pre-paid in boin, or by adhe
sive postage stamps, equal to the'am ount chargeablo on such let
ters,, or newspaper^ resjiectiveH placed theycon.
•
V

Postage on
parcels and
book packets
to be prepaid.

ft _
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T enth—The jpds’tageV on all parcels and book-packets, not in
tended to be
tA
put-of. this island, passing through tho post of
fices, or posted tat,, tp he ‘delivered from any post uffico, shall bo
prepaid by adliesi-ve postage stamps, of a value equal to tho amount
of the postage chargeable thercou respectively : Provided, 1 bat
no parcel or book-packet shall be forwarded by the post, unless
the same shall be pre-paid as aforesaid, to the extent of at least
o n e rate bf postage. wl1 *,ul
i
o/n nous u» noidoeilloo •?
Eleventh —.Where ^n.y letter, newspaper parcel, (or bookpacket shall not be duly prepaid, the postage, or deficient postage
thereon, shall be paid by the person to whom the sauu? shall be ad
dressed before the delivery thereof to him ; and that in the case of
parcels and book-packets, with an addition to the ordinary rate of
postage, of a sum equal to the full ordiuary rate of postage on such
parcel or book-packet; and in case of tho refusal of the porson to
whom such letter, newspaper, or parcel, or book-packet, shall be ad
dressed to receive the same, or if he cannot be found, the postage
and additional postage, if am , and costs,' shall be recovered from
the sender, iu like maimer as the postage under this law.
Twelfth—It shall be lawful far the governor, with tlm advice
and conscul of tho privy .council, from time to time to vary or alter
the rate set forth iu tho bchednlo to this law auuex.ed, provided
that the rates in tho said schedule shall not bo at any time ex
ceeded ; it shall also he lawful for tho governor, with the advice
aud consent aforesaid, to direct that the postage of all letters
r<|
TO 'Doduo
to
t»biKrr
aud
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and newspapers posted in this island, addressed toanyplace within
this island, shall bei prepaid at the' time of the sUme being1'posted,
either in coin or by adhesive pos't%e stamps placed thefeon- equ&i
to the amount chargeable on such letteri or iibivspapers respective
ly ; and that where such letters or newspapers shall not be .duly
prepaid, the postage, or deficjerit postagethereon,’shall be paid by
t he person to whom the same shall be addressed, before thb‘delivery
thereof to hita, with an addition'of a sufritaqrial to the full dr'dijfrtfy rate of ’poktage on such letters or he\Vs’papfers:; arid in ca'sh
of the refusal of the person to whom such Tettrir or newspaper shall
• be addressed to receive the same, or if he c'arinot be found, that the
postage arid additional postage,' and costs, if any, shall be recovered
from the sender in like manner %as
the
postage
under
this
law.
' • | | | J p ]*\ ]iV<l47 */ +ii v*/ O 11#
Thirteenth—No printed newspaper, parcel, or book-packet l&hlall
he sent by the post at rates, o,the.r than letter-rates, unless the fol
lowing cdridiTOiis' sfiall 'W bbse^ved0^
*”
,
Mf> ‘

h i t shall be sent:without a cover, o r in a qove£< open [at
M<theisidi©fl,joiD{en(fe’2
'
- f

Conditions on
which newspa
pers, parcels,
a^d .book-; «
papke v3
be'^ent b j
posb. * 1

2. There shall be no words or communication written upon
any part of such newspaper, parcel, or book-packet, pr.upon
any part of tile, coyer thereof,, except the1name' arid address
of the person to whom sen t; anen. Sri tjie case of a parcel or
hook-packet’, the name and address) of the) person sending tile
same.
8.
There shall be no paper or eommumcatioTi of the nature
of a letter enclosed in or with any such newspaper, parcel, or
■>hook-packet^ 1**
" " ,,f •- 1■ ' r
Provided, That it shall not be compulsory to send by post any
newspapers, parcels, or book-packets.
Fourteenth—The postmaster fqr Jarp^iica, or the district post
masters, may examine any such newspaper, parcel, or book-packet,
whether sent by the post without a cover, or in, a cover open at
the sides or ends, in order to discover whether it is contrary in
any respect to the conditions hereby required to be observed ;
jand in case any one of the, required conditions has not been fulfilled,
the whole of every;such newspaper, parcel, or book-packet, shall
b#Pqj^rged fit letter frates,.(
j ^ft.^enth—Letters transmitted by. po$t, either to or from the go
vernor, shall be exempt from inland postage ; and the governor
ir
•
1 .
’
*
......... ’ • may,

. . j » -I mi
| f i9 ■
a ■*■ «» > —| s*1
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may from time to time authorize the transmission, free of inland
postage, of the correspondence, on public business, of any public de
partment, or public officer. ‘
Sixteenth—Letters transmitted by the post may be registered
upon payment of the rates in the schedule to this law annexed, in
addition to the ordinary postage; but such registration shall not
render the postmaster for Jamaica, or any officer of the post office,
or the public revenue, in any manner liable for the loss of any such
registered letter, or its contents ; and all registered letters shall
be delivered to the post office, and also be delivered .by the postoffice at or between such hours in the day, and under such regu
lations in every respect, as the governor shall from time to time
appoint.
Seventeenth—The governor shall from time to time cause to be
provided proper and sufficient postage stamps, for expressing and
denoting the rates or duties of postage, and such stamps shall be
kept in the custody of the receiver-general and commissioner of
stamps.

To be issaed to
th e postm aster
for Jam aica.

Eighteenth—The receiver-general, and commissioner of stamps,
shall, from time to time, on the warrant of the governor, issue to
the postmaster for Jamaica such stamps as shall have been pro
vided for the purposes of this law.

Separate ac
count thereof
to be kept by
receiver-gene
ra l and com
missioner of
stam ps.

Nineteenth—The receiver-general, and commissioner of stamps,
shall cause a separate account to be kept of all stamps received
and issued respectively for the purposes of this law, and of the
stamp duties arising under the same.

D uties denoted
by postage
stam ps stam p
duties, and
subject to
stam p duties
law.

Twentieth—The rates or duties which shall be expressed or
denoted by such stamps as aforesaid, shall be denominated and
deemed to be stamp duties, and shall be under the control and
management of the receiver-general, and commissioner of stamps
for the time being; and all the powers, provisions, clauses, regula
tions, directions, fines, forfeitures, and penalties contained in, or
imposed by the law or laws for the time being in force in relation
to stamp duties, shall (so far as the same may be applicable, and
may be consistent with the provisions of this law), in all cases not
hereby expressly provided, be in full force and effect, with respect
to the stamps to be provided under or by virtue of this law, and
to the paper on which the same shall be impressed, or to which the
same shall be affixed, and shall be observed, applied, enforced, and

"

put
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put in execution for the raising, levying, collecting, and recovery of
the rates or duties denoted thereby, and for preventing, detecting
and punishing all frauds,, forgeries, and other offences relating
thereto, as fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes, as if
such powers, provisions, clauses, regulations, and directions, fines,
forfeitures, pains, and penalties had been repeated and specially
enacted with reference to the stamps and rates of duties under
this law,
Twenty-first—All letters to or from the united kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, or any of her majesty’s colonies, or do
minions, or any foreign country, which shall have been prepaid ac
cording to the respective rates now or hereafter to be established
by her majesty’s postmaster-general, or other legislative or proper
authority, shall pars through the post offices in this island free of
any further or other postage or charge thereon ; and on letters to
or from the united kingdom, or any of her majesty’s colonies, or
dominions, or any foreign country, whether wholly unpaid or in
sufficiently paid, there shall be charged such addition to the ordina
ry rate of postage as the governor may agree upon with the impe
rial post office authorities, or the governor, or other proper autho
rity in any such colonies or dominions, or as may be sanctioned
by her majesty’s government in the case of any foreign country;
but on any letters to or from any of her majesty's colonies or do
minions, or any foreign country, respecting which no special a<rreement shall have been made, there shall be chargeable the shipletter postage set forth in the schedule to this law, in addition to
the ordinary inland rate of postage.

Postage on loi
ters to or from.
th e united
kingdom, the
colonies, and
foreign countries.

Twenty-second—It shall he lawful for the postmaster for J a 
maica, or the person in charge of the post office at any outport, to
pay to the master of any inward bound vessel for each letter not
from the united kingdom,- which he shall deliver to such post of
fice, the sum of two.pence as a gratuity : Provided, That in case
ot letters irom the united kingdom the gratuity paid shall he
one penny ; and it shall be lawful for the postmaster for Jamaica,
or the person in charge of any post office as aforesaid, to pay to
the master of any outward hound vessel a gratuity of two pence
lor each letter, addressed to any place not within the united king
dom (the gratuity upon letters to the united kingdom beino* pay
able on delivery there), which he shall undertake to deliver *at any
port or place at which the vessel shall touch in the course of her
voyage.
i O

G ratuity to
masters of ships
taking o r deli
vering letters.

Twenty-third
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. Jw^eptv-tnirti—The following persons shall be entitled to have
their letters*'f r&e -from. sea-postage ; (that is to say), the owners,
charterers, or .consignees of any inward .boutid vessel, ;and the own
ers, qhatr^e^rs,, /or consignees, or Shippers' of goods on board any
such .vesselj but ,the letters brought W any one vessel to any one
such person shall not collectively ‘exceed.' :si x ounces in weight;
and the owner, charterer, or fconsighee shall lie described as such
on the address and superscription : In the case of owners, shippers,
or consignees. of goods, it shall also appear by the ship’s ma
nifest mat t h e y bave goods, on hoard the vessel; and the per
sons, hereby exempted shall be entitled to have their letters,
which come wifhin the above conditions, before the master or
the vessel delivers the other letters in his charge to the post
office :;! Provided, T hat if the master of the vessel shall deliver
any such ship letter into the post-office the samp shall cease to
he privileged, arid shall be liable to the full rate of sea and inland
postage,« '
~•
I 1 • V| 1 *
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Twentv-fourth—Every master or commander of a vessel, such
vessel not being a post office packet,. arriving in this island, shall
cause all letters on board his vessel, not exempted under the pre
ceding clause, to be collected and enclosed in some bag or other
envelope, and to be sealed with his seal, and shall deliver the same
to the postmaster at the port or place where the yessel shall re
port ) and ^ha.11 sign a declaration in the presence of such postiriasteiv pr©tner person authorised by the.postmaster, who shall
also sign1tiie same \ ' and such declaration shall be in the following
form (that is to say) :
,

I ? A. B. master,r or coinmander of the (state name of ship or
vessel^ arrived from (state place), do, as required by law,
Solemnly declare that I have, to the best of my knowledge
and belief,'delivered* or caused to be:delivered to the post
i office, every le t tier bag,' pack age, or parcel of letters that were
- on board-the (staiie vessel’s name), except such letters as
^are^exempted^bvdaw;??- bjjhwr 1 ,r *l» fuu! •
fl».»

‘And.ho officer xiLthe customs shall permit any such vessel to re
port until $uch declaration shall have been made and produced.
Penalty on re- ^( w ,^
Every, master of a vessel who shall refuse, or
mSeg£*re-t0 wnfully, negle,ct to make such declaration, shall forfeit the sum of
quire
deciaratwenty
pounds
:
and
every
officer
of
the
customs
who
shall
permit
tiou on making - - J r
i ,•
.1
•* .
« , . ,
,
,
such vessel to report, before the requisites of this law have been
complied
7

1
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complied with, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds ; and every
master of a vessel who shall break bulk, or make entry before all
letters on board, not exempted from postage, shall be sent to the
post office, shall forfeit twenty pounds ; and every master of a vessel
or any other person on board any ship liable to the performance of
quarantine, who shall on demand neglect or refuse to deliver to the
person or persons appointed to superintend the quarantine, all
such letters in his possession, shall forfeit twenty pounds.

entry before
delivery of l i t 
ters.

Twenty-sixth—The person or persons appointed to superin
tend such quarantine is or are hereby authorized and required to
receive and collect such letters ; and due care and precaution hav
ing been exercised in respect to them, to deliver them to the post
office tor transmission in the usual manner.

Persons ap
pointed to su 
perintend
quarantine to
receive such
letters.
£

Twenty-seventh—The governor may appoint any person to de
mand fiom the masters of vessels arriving at or off a port of the
island, all letters on board the same, liable to postage, and the
master of any such vessel shall forthwith deliver all such letters
on board to such person, on his demanding the same.
Twenty-eighth—Every person, being either the master of a ves
sel inward bound, or one of the officers, or one of the crew, or a pas
senger thereof, who shall knowingly have any letter, not exempted
from postage, in his possession, after the master shall have sent the
ship’s letters to the post office, shall forfeit, for every letter, five
pounds ; and whether the letter be in the baggage, or on the per
son of the offender, or otherwise in his custody, it shall be held
to be in his possession ; and every such person who shall detain any
such letter, after demand made, either by the officer of customs,
quarantine officer, or other person authorized to demand shipletters, shall forfeit., for every letter, ten pounds.
Twenty-ninth—Any officer of customs may search any vessel
for letters which may be on board contrary to this law, and may
seize all such letters, and forward them to the nearest post office;
and the customs’ officer who shall so seize and send them, shall
be entitled to a moiety of the penalties which may be recovered
for any such offence.
Thirtieth—Every master of a vessel arriving in this island, who
shall not duly deliver, or cause to be delivered, a letter-bag en
trusted to him for delivery, without the same having been wilfully
opened, shall forfeit twenty pounds ; and every person to whom
H
letters
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letters may have been entrusted by the master of a vessel to bring*
on shore, who shall break the seal, or in any manner wilfully open
the same, shall forfeit twenty pounds.

P en alty on
persons con
veying le tte rs
otherwise th an
by post.

Thirty first —Every person who shall convey, otherwise than
by the post, any letter required by this law to be conveyed by post,
shall, for every letter, forfeit, five pounds ; and every person who
shall be in the practice of so conveying letters required to be con
veyed by post, shall for every week during which the practice
shall be continued, forfeit fifty p unds; and every person who
shall perform, otherwise than by post, any services incidental to
conveying letters from place to place, whether by receiving or by
taking up, or by collecting, or by ordering, or by despatching, or
carrying, or re-carrying, or by delivering a letter required to be
conveyed by post, shall forfeit, for every letter, five pounds ; and
every person who shall be in the practice of so performing any
such incidental services shall, for every week during which the
practice shall be continued, forfeit fifty pounds ; and every per
son who shall send, or cause to be sent a letter, required to be con
veyed by post, otherwise than by the post, or shall either tender
or deliver a letter so required to be conveyed, in order to be
sent otherwise than by the post, shall forfeit., for every letter, five
pounds; and every person who shall be in the practice of commit
ting any of the acts last-mentioned shall, for every week during
which the practice shall be continued, forfeit fifty pounds; and
every person who shall make a collection of excepted letters, for
the purpose of conveying or sending them otherwise than by the
post, shall forfeit for every letter five pounds ; and every person
who shall be in the practice of making a collection of excepted
letters for that purpose, shall forfeit, for every week during
which the practice shall be continued, fifty pounds : And it is
hereby declared, that the term “ post,” shall herein include alt
post communications by land or by water (except by outward
bound vessels, not being post office packets): And the above pe
nalties shall be incurred whether the letter shall be sent singly or
with any thing else, or such incidental service shall be performed
in respect to a letter either sent or to be sent singly, or together
with some letter or thing ; and in any proceeding for the recovery
of any such penalty, the onus shall lie upon the party proceeded
against to prove that the act, in respect of which the penalty is al
leged to have been incurred, was done in conformity to this law.

fT--.
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Thirty-second—Every person employed by or under the post
offiee, who shall, contrary to his duty, open or procure, or suffer to
be
4a
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he opc*nod a post letter, or sh ill wilfully detain, or delay, or procure
or suffer to he detained or delayed a post letter, shall be guilty of
a misd omen nor, and, being' convicted thereof, shall suffer euch pu
nishment, by fine or imprisonment, or by fine and imprisonment,
as to the court shall seem meet.
rl hirty-third—Every person employed by under the post office,
who shall steal, or for any purpose whatev embezzle, secrete, or
destroy a post letter, shall be guilty ofJo iv, and shall, at the discretion of the. court, be imprisoned, wiJ )r without hard labour,
tor any term not exceeding two years : an 1 fany such post-letter,
so stolen or embezzled, secreted or destr< d, shall contain any
chattel or money whatsoever, or any valu? fie security, every such
offender shall be imprisoned, with or wi ut hard labour, for any
term not exceeding lour years.

wilfully de
taining a post
lobtor misde
meanor.

Stealing or
embezzling
letters felony.

W

m

Thirty-fourth—-Every person who shall steal from or out of a
post-letter any chattel, or money, or valuable security, shall be
guilty of felony, and shall be imprisoned, ipiih or without hard la
bour, for any* term not exceeding
n four Jy^a
Thirty-Fifth—4-Every person who shall steal a post letter-bag
or a post letter from a post letter bag. or dial! steal a post letter
from a post office, or from an officer of tl 3. post office, or from a
mail, or shall stop a mail with intent tcylpb or search the same
shall he guilty of felony, and shall be unpijisoudd, with or without
hard labour, for any term not exceeding fo|ui>\ears.*
■

w

w

Thirty-sixth—Every person who shall/£
“

A

A

44.Iawfully take a letter out of s
fully open such hag, shall be guilty of feloty, and shall he impri
soned, with or vyit ho ut hard labour, for apy erm not exceeding
four years.
Thirty-seventh—Every person who sh^tT receive an v postletteror
post letter-hag, or any chattel, or money, or valuable’ security, the
stealing, taking, or embezzling whereof shall amount to a felony
under this law, knowing the same to have liepfTfeloniously stolen,
taken, embezzled, or secreted, and to havel/been sent, or to have
been intended to have been sent by the nifsl, shall be guilty of fe
lony, and may he indicted and convicted, Wither as an accessory
after the fact, or for a substantive felony ; anthin the latter case,
whether the principal leloir shall or shall
H o

~

hod have
Jr

a

been previously
.

i

. convicted,
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convicted, or shall or shall not be amenable to justice ; and every
such receiver, however convicted, shall be liable to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding
four years.
Thirty-eighth—Every person who shall fraudulently retain, or
shall wilfully secrete, keep, or detain, or, being required to deli
ver up by an officer of the post office, shall neglect or refuse to
deliver up a post letter, which ought to have been delivered to
any other person, or a post letter* bag or post letter, which shall
have been missent, whether the same shall have been found, by the
person secreting, keeping, or detaining, or neglecting, or refusing,
to deliver up the same, or by any other person, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanour, and, being convicted thereof, shall be liable to be
punished, by fine or imprisonment, or by fine and imprisonment,
in the discretion of the court.
%
*
Thirty-ninth—Every person who shall solicit, or endeavour
to procure any other person to commit a felony or 'misdemeanour*
punishable under this law, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and
on conviction, be liable, at the* discretion of the court, to impri
sonment for any term not exceeding two years.
fj

Venue in indiotments.

Fortieth—The offence of every offender against this law may be
dealt with and indicted and tried and punished and be laid and
charged to have been committed in any parish or place where the
offence was committed, or where the offender shall be apprehend
ed or be in custody ; and where the offence shall be committed in
or upon or in respect of a mail, or upon a person engaged in the
conveyance and delivery of a post letter-bag or post letter, or in
respect of a post letter-bag or post letter, or a chattel, or money,
or valuable security sent by the post, such offence may be dealt
with and indicted and tried and punished and laid and charged to
have been committed as well in any parish or place in which the
offender shall be apprehended or he in custody, as also in any
parish or place through any part whereof the mail, or the person,
or the post letter-bag, or the post letter, or the chattel, or the
monev, or the valuable security sent by the post in respect of which
the offence shall have been committed, shall have passed in due
course of conveyance or delivery by the post.
%

operty may

Forty-first—In any case where an offence shall be committed
in respect of a post letter-bag, or a post letter, or a chattel, mo
ney, or valuable security sent by the post, it shall be lawful to
.
lay,
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lay, in the indictment against the offender, the property of the
post letter bag, post-letter, chattel, money, or valuable security in
the postmaster for Jam aica ; and it shall not.be necessary, in the
indictm ent to allege, or to prove upon the trial or otherwise, that
the post letter-bag, or any such post letter, or valuable security,
was of any value ; and in any indictment to be preferred against
any person employed under the post office, it shall be sufficient to
state that such offender was employed under the post office of J a 
maica at the time of the committing of such offence, without stat
ing further the nature or particulars of his employment.
Forty-second— Every person employed hy or under the post office
to convey or deliver a post letter-bag, or a post letter, who shall,
whilst so employed, or whilst the same shall be in bis custody, care,
or possession, leave a post letter-bag, or a post-letter, or suffer any
person, not being the guard or person employed for that purpose, to
ride in or upon any carriage or cart used for the conveyance of a
post letter-bag, or post-letter, but not authorized to carry passen
gers, or upon any animal used for the conveyance of a post letterbag, or post letter ; or if any person, so employed as aforesaid, shall
be guilty of any act of drunkenness, or of carelessness, negligence
or other misconduct, whereby the safety of a post letter bag” or a
post letter shall be endangered, or who shall collect or receive, or
conveyor deliver a letter otherwise than in the ordinary course
of post, or who shall give any false information of an assault, or
attem pt at robbery upon him, or who shall loiter on the road or pas
sage, or wilfully misspend his time, so as to retard or delay the
progress or arrival of a post letter bag, or post letter, or who shall
not use due and proper care and diligence safely to convey a post
letter bag, or post letter, at the rate of speed appointed by, and
according to the regulations of the post office foi'the time beinobeing thereof convicted, shall forfeit five pounds.
Forty-third—Every person authorized by virtue of his office to
frank official letters, who shall superscribe a letter as belonoim*- to
his office or departm ent which does not concern the business
thereof, shall, for every such offence, forfeit twenty pounds; and
every clerk, or person employed in the office of any person so au
thorized to frank official letters as aforesaid, who shall superscribe
a letter as belonging to such office or department, which does not
concern the business thereof, shall, for every such offence, forfeit
the sum of ten pounds; and every person who shall, with intent
to evade any duty of postage, falsely superscribe a letter as being
the owner, or the charterer, or the consignee of a vessel conveying
the

P e n a lty on
persons em 
ployed to con
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lessness, negli
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the same, or as the owner, or the shipper, or the consignee of
goods shipped in such vessel, shall, for every such offence, forfeit
ten pounds.

Penalty on the
unauthorized
transm ission of
soldiers or seavieu’a letters.

Governor to
make and alter o r amepd
r ules, <to.

Fortv-fourth —And whereas the letters of soldiers arid seamen
are permitted to pass through the post office, under certain condi
tions, at a reduced rate of postage : Be it enacted, T hat every per
son havi g the command of a ship, or vessel, or regiment, or corps,
or detachment, who is authorized to write his name, and the name
of the ship, or of the vessel, or of the regiment, or corps, or de
tachment commanded by him, upon a single letter from a seaman,
or soldier, privileged to send his letter at a reduced rate of postage, who shall wilfully write his name upon a letter that is not
from and on the private concerns only of such seaman, or soldier
so privileged, shall, for every'such offence, forfeit five pounds;
and every person, not having at the time the command of the ship,,
or vessel, or regiment, or corps, or detachment, to which a seaman,
or soldier so privileged belongs, who shall write his name upon a
letter, in order that the same may be sent at. a reduced rate of
postage, shall, for every such offence, forfeit five pounds; and
every person who shall procure a seaman or soldier to obtain the
signature of his commanding officer upon a letter to be sent by
the post, which shall not be on the private concerns of such sea
man or soldier, and every such seaman or soldier who shall so ob
tain the signature of his commanding officer, in order to avoid the
pa\ment of the rates of postage, by law established, shall, for eve
ry such offeree, forfeit five pounds ; and every person who shall wil
fully address a letter to such seaman or soldier, having the privi
lege aforesaid, which shall be intended for another person, or
which shall be concerning the affairs of another person, with in
tent to evade the payment of the rate of postage by law establish
ed, shall, for every such offence, forfeit five pounds.
w

Forty-fifth— The governor may from time to time make, alter,
or amend rules, orders, and regulations for the general government,
guidance, and conduct of the post office, and all and every the of
ficers, clerks, agents, and servants in such department ; and, until
such rules, orders, and regulations shall be made, or in so far as
any which may have been already made, may not extend or apply,
the post office shall be regulated, and the officers, clerks, agents,
and servants thereof shall be governed by the rules, orders, and re
gulations which are, or may be in practice in the post office de
partment, under the management and control of the postmaster-ge
neral in England.
Forty-sixth
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Forty-sixth—The publication, in the “ Jamaica Gazette' by Au
thority/* of any rule, regulation, warrant, or order made in pur
suance or under the authority of this law, shall be sufficient evi
dence of such rule, regulation, warrant, or order.
Forty-seventh—It shall be lawful for the governor, from time to
time to make orders, rules, and regulations for authorizing, sanc
tioning, or giving effect to any arrangements which require to be
made with the government, or the postal authorities of the united
kingdom, or of any of her majesty’s colonies or dominions, or
of any foreign country, with regard to the collecting and account
ing for, or disposing of postage, the transmission of mails, and
other matters connected with posts and postal business, and the
remuneration or indemnity to be paid or received under any such
arrangements.
if

Forty-eighth—It shall be lawful for the governor from time to
time to make orders and regulations:

Jam aica Gazeue evidence
of rules, &o.

Governor may
sanction a r
rangements
with the go
vernment or
postal authori
ties of the
united king
dom, the colo
nies, or any
foreign coun
try .

Governor may
make o rd ers:

1. With the sanction of the postmaster-general, or other the
imperial postal authorities, in respect to the money-order
system established with the united kingdom, and the pavment of any orders drawn by postmasters in the united
kingdom on postmasters in this island.

as to money
order system
with uniked
kingdom,

2. For providing, when he deems it expedient, means for
avoiding the risk of transmitting small sums of money
through the post, and establishing a system of monev or
ders within this island, and fixing the terms on which
such orders may be obtained.

as to money
orders within
the island,

3. For establishing the money-order system, so as to include
the granting of money orders on postmasters in her majes
ty’s colonies or dominions, and in the United States of
iNorth America, and the payment of any orders drawn by
such postmasters on postmasters in this island, on such
terms and conditions as he may deem expedient.

as to money
orders with the
colonies or fo
reign coun
tries.

Forty-ninth—All duties of postage continued or imposoed by
this law, or any previous act of this island, may be sued for and
recovered with full costs of suit in a summary manner before any
two justices of the peace of the parish where the duties were demandable or payable, on the complaint of any postmaster.

Recovery of
duties of post
age.

Fiftieth— All pecuniary penalties and forfeitures imposed by
this law, and the act twenty-sixth Victoria, session one, chap
ter

Recovery of
penalties.
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ter seven, or any act thereby continued in force, hereby de
clared to be recoverable, notwithstanding the expiration or
repeal of the said last-mentioned act, may be recovered and en
forced with full costs of suit, on the complaint of any postmaster,
in a summary manner, before any two justices of the peace of the
parish where the offence was committed, or the offender be appre
hended, and, in default of payment, may be enforced by imprison
ment not exceeding ninety days,
i

Justices may
mitigate pa.
iudties.

Fiftv-first—The justices before whom any person shall be con
victed of an offence under this law, subjecting him to a penalty
thereunder, shall have power to mitigate the same when they see
cause so to d o : Provided, That all reasonable costs and charges
in prosecuting for such offence shall always be allowed over and
above the sum to which the penalty is mitigated.

Monies of
postage to be
paid by post**
m aster for
Jam aica to
general reve
nue.

Fifty second— All monies received and collected for postage
shall be paid by the postmaster for Jamaica to the credit of the
general revenue of the island, at such times aud in such manner
as the governor shall direct.

Interpretation

Fifty-third—In this law the term “ mail,” shall include every
conveyance by which post letters are carried, whether it be by a
coach, or cart, or horse, or other conveyance ; and also a person em
ployed in conveying or delivering post letters ; and also every ves
sel which is included in the term “ packet b o a t t h e term u post
letter bag** shall mean a mail of letters, or a box, or a parcel,,or
any other envelope in which post letters are conveyed, whether it
does or does not contain post letters ; and the term “ master of a
vessel/’ shall include any person in charge of a vessel, whether
commander, mate, or other person ; and the expression “ officer of
the post office/’ shall include the postmaster for Jamaica, and any
district postmaster, agent, officer, clerk, letter carrier, guard, post
boy, rider, or any other person employed in any business of the
post office, whether appointed by the governor, or employed by
the postmaster for Jamaica, or by any person under him, or on
behalf of the post office ; persons employed by or under the post
office,” shall include every person employed in any business of the
post office, according to the interpretation given to officers of the
post office ; the term “ packet boat,” shall include vessels employ
ed under the general post office in the united kingdom, or by or
under the post office of this island, for the transmission of post
letters, and also ships or vessels (though not regularly employed
as packet boats) for the conveyance of post letters under contract,
and also a ship of war, or other vessel in the service of her majes
ty. *

clause.
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ty, in respect of letters conveyed by i t ; the term “ postage/’ shall
mean the duty chargeable for the transmission of post letters ; the
term 4<post letter,” shall mean any letter, book, packet, or parcel
transm itted bv the post under the authority of the postmaster-ge
neral of the united kingdom, or o/ this law ; and a letter shall he
deemed a post letter, from the time of its being delivered at the
post office to the time oi its being delivered to the person to whom
it is addressed ; and a delivery to a letter carrier, or other person
authorized to receive letters for the post, shall be deemed a deli
very to the post office ; and a delivery at the house or office of the
person to whom the letter is addressed, or to him, or to his ser
vant^ or agent, or other person'considered to be authorized to re
ceive the letter, according to the usual manner of delivering that
person’s letters, shall be a delivery to the person addressed ; the
term u post office” shall mean any house, building, room, or place
where post letters are received or delivered, or in which they are
assorted, made up, or despatched ; the term “ ships,” shall include
vessels other than packet-boats ; the term “ ship-letter,” shall mean
a letter transm itted inwards or outwards over seas by a vessel not
being a packet b o a t; the term “ vessel, shall include any ship or
other vessel other than packet*boat.
Fifty-fourth—Notwithstanding the expiry or repeal of the twenty-sixth Victoria, session one, chapter seven, for the management
of the post office departm ent in this island, any offence committed
against, or penalty incurred under any provision of the said act,
or any act thereby continued in force, may be prosecuted and punished, or proceeded for, as if the said act had not expired or been
repealed ; and all bonds to the crown, which shall have been given
by the officers ot the post office, and their respective sureties, for
good conduct in their respective offices, or otherwise, shall remain
in force; and all contracts entered into for the post office service,
and all bonds, instruments, and other securities for the due per
formance of the same, shall continue and remain in full force and
effect; but it shall be lawful for the governor to require new or
additional security from any officer or contractor, to such amount,
and with such sureties, and to determine any contract, and to en
ter into any new contract, as he may think fit.

offence*

peSiesunder
**
punished ana
wlthltanding'
reP#al*

Fifty-fifth—This law may be cited for all purposes as “ T h e Shorttiti*.
Post Office Law, 1868.”
.
,
i
Fifty-sixth—-That this law shall come into operation upon the Commencefirst day of July, 1868.
‘
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R E G IS T R A T IO N .

By the pre-payment of four pence any letter, newspaper, parcel,
or book packet may be registered for transmission by post within
the island.
■;
#
#
The ordinary rate of postage, together with the registration
fee, must be paid at the time of posting.
Any letter or thing marked, registered, or containing value,
posted without having been duly registered, is liable to a registrar
tion fee of eight pence.
R E -D IR E C T IO N .

Every re-directed letter, newspaper, parcel, or book packet is
liable to an additional postage at the ordinary rate, except such
as are addressed to the military or navy, which must be delivered
without additional charge for re-direction.

JAMAICA

N

0.

or 1868 .
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A Law to Consolidate and Amend the
Laws Relating 10 M ain Roads.
[25th M a y , 1868.]

f

*
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7 H E R E AS it is expedient trj consolidate and amend the laws Preamble
\ \ relating to main roads : Be it enacted by the governor of
Jamaica, with the advice and cojisent of the legislative council
thereof, as follows:
First—From and after the coming
g iinto operation of this law, the
existingO lines of main road set foftljn in the schedule to this law annexed, marked A, shall be and continue main roads; and it shall
be lawful for the governor from time to time, by notices to be pub
lished in the “ Jamaica Gazette b j Authority,” purporting to be
signed by the colonial secretary, or financial secretary, to add to the
said schedule the name or description! of any road, or part of a road,
now inexistence, or hereafter to lie made, and in like manner to
declare that any road, or part of a road included, or which shall
be included in the said schedule, has ceased to be a main road.

Roads in «che*
dule A mam
roads; and go*
vernor may
add thereto, or
withdraw
therefrom ;
\

Second—Subject to the directions or tne governor, the superin
tendence and management of the main roads and bridges, and the
control of the expenditure of all sums allotted thereto, shall be
vested in the director of roads, with such staff ol engineers, super
intendents, and other subordinate officers as the governor may from
time to time appoint.
j

Superintend
ence and
nagement e f
main roads ia
director of
roads.

Third—Whenever it may be netjessary to lay out a new main
road, or to widen or alter the counseof an existing main road, a
notice, according to the form B, to this law annexed, accompanied
by a plan shewing the proposed n|w road, or the portion of the
road as intended to be widened orlaltered, and the lands through
which it is to pass, shall be deposited by the director of roads at the
(69)
I
office

Pelimiparies
to laying out a
new, or alter
ing a main
rood*
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office of the collector of taxesV)f the parish in which such lands
shall lie situate, who shall cause such notice and plan to be exhi
bited to any person who may acquire to examine them ; and the
director ol roads shall also cause a copy of the notice to be served
on each known owner or oecupifer of the said lands, either person
ally or by post to his last known address in this island, or by leav
ing the same at his place of dwelling; if the owner or occupier
cannot be found, and his address or d .veiling be not known, it shall
be sufficient to put a copy of sjuch notice on a conspicuous part of
the land through which such road or alteration is inteuded to be
carried.
How objections
to bo m ade, on
which director^
o f roada is to
decide.

Owner or occu
pier o f lands
to state his t i 
tle , and claim
to compensa
tion.

Fourth— Any such owner oi occupier who may have an objec
tion to make to the construction of the new road, or to the widen
ing or alteration of any portion of a road,shall, within twenty days
next after the service of the notice as aforesaid, deliver to the direc
tor of roads a statement, in/writing, of such objection, and the
grounds thereof; and the director o? roads shall decide thereou,
and determine the line of road, or extent of alteration to be carried
out, and shall thereupon notify the same, by publication, for two
consecutive weeks, in the “ Jamaica Gazette by Authority.”
Fifth— Every owner or oqcupier of the lands through which the
line of road or alteration shall pass, shall, within fourteen days after
the first publication of such advertisement, deliver to the director of
roads a statement of his titlj to the land, and of the compensation
which he claims for the damages to be by him sustained.

D irector of
roads and
owners, &c.
m ay agree for
compensation
and g ran t of
land.

Sixth—It shall be lawful Tor the director of roads and the owners
or occupiers of any land tljrough which such road or alteration
shall pass, to agree upon the amount of damages for which such
owners or occupiers shall lie entitled to payment, and for a grant
of the land required, and for a release of all claims to damages.

In default of'
agreem ent di
recto r of roads
m ay refer to
th e judge of
th e district
court.

Seventh— If no agreeme fit, as last-mentioned, shall be made, or
claim delivered as aforesai , it shall be lawlul for the director of
roads, at any time after t e expiration of thirty days from the
first publication of such a vertisement, to refer the assessment of
damages, and title of the arties, to the adjudication of the judge
of the district court of the istrict wherein the land to be taken is
situated ; and in case there be no such district court, then to the
judge of the nearest, distri jt court; and in either case such judge
shall have power to hear w tnesses, and to determine all questions
which shall be submitted: to him under this law, and to give
judgment

N o . 19 of 1868.
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judgm ent thereon, which jm l«»n nt shall be fin al; and all da*
mages which shall have been fix d by agreement, or awarded as
aforesaid, shall be paid by the re iver-general, on the warrant of
the governor.
Eighth After the amount of d images shall have been agreed When entry
be made.
it [ion, or assessed as aforesaid, it t all he lawful for the director of
toads, in the cuseof unenclosed am uncultivated land at once, and
in the case of enclosed or cultivated land after rhe expiration of
ten days from the (lute of the agreement, or assessment by the dis11lot judge, to enter upon the said land, and cause the said road or
portion of road to be commenced ulid proceeded with.

14

N inth—The director of roads shall have power to alter or
regulate the course ol any river (n t being navigable) stream, or
water course in such manner as I e may deem necessary for the
preservation and maintenance of an f mam road ; and any claim for
damages, in consequence of any sue i alteration or regulation, shall
be rendered to, and may be fixed by agreement with the director of
roads, or may be assessed by the j Jdge ol a district court, in like
manner as any damages with reference to any new or altered road
is hereinbefore directed.

Provision fer
altering couni
of river,
stream, or
water course.

T enth—It shall be lawful for tfte director of roads to make a
road through
lands (not being
w
O 1 e ground whereon any house
stands, nor being a garden, yard court, plantation, provision*
ground, or avenue to any house), (joining to any ruinous or narrow pari ol any road, to lie made u ? of as a public road, whilst the
old road is being repaired, widened or altered ; and the director of
roads shall make recompense to t |ie owner or occupier of such
lands for the damages he may sus a in thereby ; and, in case the
director of roads and the owner or o cupieras aforesaid shall (litter
as to the amount of the said dauiag
Eft s, the amount shall he assessed
by the judge o( a district court.

Use of tempora r y road durin { repair, Ac.
of main road.

Eleventh —A copy of the proceedings and judgm ent in the dis
trict court under this law, certified under the seal of the court, and
every agreement, grant, and release! which shall be eutered into
will* the director of roads as aforesaid, shall respectively be filed
uud recorded in the office of the island secretary.
3P%
‘‘‘ SI
•
Twelfth—-Whenever it may be pr iposed to lay out a new main
road, or to divert auy part ol an exist ng main road, the director of
roads shall be empowered to authoriz *, by au order under his hand,
any

Proceeding,
Ac- to be dlod
with island se
cretary.
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any officer of hi? department, ac mpanied by such assistants as may
be required, to enter upon an lands for the purpose of making
such surveys as may he necessa| y to enable the said officer to make
plans and sections of the prop sed new road, or portion of road,
and an estimate of the cost the of; and any person who shall oostruct such survey shall be liatile to a penalty not exceeding five
pounds.

P enalty on ob
structing re 
ducing the
breadth of the
road.

Fem oral ©f
obstr actions.

Thirteenth—The minimum Iwidth of every main road shall be
twenty-four feet; and in the lease of main roads that may be
hereinafter made, the width shall be determined by the director of
roads ; and it shall not be lawful for any person to make or erect
any fence, wall, building, or other construction upon or near to
any main road in such manned as to reduce the breadth thereof,
under a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds : Provided, That any
person may, with the sanction, in writing, of the director of roads,
erect a temporary boarding, necessary to enable him to repair or
build any house or wall adjoining such road, such boarding not to
extend beyond the limit to be specified by the director of roads.
Fourteenth—In every case ini which a main road shall have been
encroached upon by any fence, (wall, building, or other construc
tion, the director, of roads may, I by notice in writing tb the owner
or occupier of the land from which such encroachment extends
(which notice may he given nn like manner as directed in the
third section), order that the said encroachment shall be removed
by and at the cost of the saidlperson, or of the person claiming
under him,.within a certain time, to be specified in such notice;
and if the said encroachment be not removed within the time so
specified, the person who mar have made such encroachment,
or the party claiming under him, shall be liable to a fine of five
shillings for every day after the expiration of the time fixed by
such notice during which the (encroachment shall continue unre
moved ; and it shall be lawful! for the director of roads to cause
the encroachment to be removed at the cost of the party who may
have made it, and the expenses of removal, and the penalty in re
spect of such encroachment, s rail be recovered in the manner in
which it is directed that penalties imposed by this law «re to be
recovered : Provided, That if ill shall appear to the director of roads
that, any such encroachment is la cause of danger to persons travel
ling on the road, he is hereby authorized to remove such encroach
ment forthwith, and the expense of such removal shall and may
be recovered from the party in Default, in like manner as aforesaid :
The director of roads, and anwpersou under or by his authority
\
in
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in removing any such encroachment as in this section mentioned,
shall not be liable for any damage which may be thereby occa
sioned to any portion of a building, wall, or other construction
not immediately upon the road, except the same shall occur by or
through his or their wilful act, neglect, or default*
Fifteenth—It shall be lawful far the director of roads, or for
any person authorized by him, tolseize and carry off any timber,
stone, dung, rubbish, or other matter whatsoever, laid or left upon
any road or bridge, or side drain, (or ditch thereof, and to sell, or
otherwise dispose of the same as a forfeiture, unless the owner there
of shall previously redeem such matter by payment of the amount
of the expenses which may have bjeen incurred in the removal of
the said matter; and if any such matter shall not be so redeemed,
and shall not be of sufficient value tjo repay the expenses ol removal
from the road, then the owner, <r the person who deposited, or
caused to be deposited such matter on the road, bridge, side drain,
or ditch, shall repay the money which shall have been expended in
the removal thereof, and the same if ay be recovered in like manner
as penalties under this law.
Sixteenth—If any tree shall fal into any main road, so as to
cause obstruction thereon, such tre shall be removed by the owner
or occupier of the land from whi h it shall have fallen within
twenty-four hours; and if such ow er or occupier shall neglect to
remove such fallen tree, then the di ector of roads, or person authorized by him, shall cause the sam to be removed at the expense
of such owner or occupier; and s ch owner or occupier shall be
liable to a penalty of five shilling for every day after the expiration of such twenty-four hours, during which the same shall
have remained unremoved, such p nalty and expenses to be recovered as other penalties are herein directed to be recovered ; aud
if any person shall wilfully place ny tree or other obstruction on
any main road, he shall be liable ;o a penalty not exceeding five
pounds for every offence.
Seventeenth—Whoever shall cut down, or cause to be cut down
any tree, so that the same shall fall into any road, river, stream,
or water course, or obstruct any rrain road or fording, or divert
the river course, so as to cause it to <ncroach upon, or injure, or tend
to injure any main road or bridge] and shall not remove, or take
the necessary steps to cause the rdmoval of the same out of such
road, river, stream, or water coursel within twenty-four hours after
the same shall hove been cut down,] shall forfeit a sum not exceed
ing five pounds for each offence.
K
I
Eighteenth

Rom oval of
tim ber, stone,
&c. obstruct
ing the roads.

Removal o f
trees fulling 09
the road.

Penalty for
not removing
trees which
may have
fallen into anjf
road, &c.
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Eighteenth—The owner or occupier of land adjoining any main
road or bridge shall cut, prude, or lop the fences, bushes, or
shrubs growing along the boundary of his land bordering on such
main rpad.pr bridge; and he Ishall also cut, prune, orlop the
branches of any tree growing dn the said land, if such branches
hang over any park of the road br bridge in such manner as to im
pede or annoy any persou travelling on the said road or bridge;
and if any such owner or ocdupier shall not, within two days
after notice shall have been givten to him, cut, prune, or lop such
fences, bushes, shrubs, or trees, Ithe director of roads is hereby au
thorized and required to cause tljem to be cut, pruned, or lopped at
the expense of such owner or odcupier; and, in default of the re
payment by such owner or occilpier, on demand of the expenses
so incurred, the same may be recovered, together with the costs in
curred in the proceeding, as any penalty under this law : Provided
That nothing herein contained! shall apply to roads which pass
through unfenced runs of woodland.

C attle straying
•n a m ain
road to be im 
pounded.

Nineteenth—It shall be lawful for the director of roads or for
any person acting under his authority, or for any constable to im
pound all cattle or other stock found straying at large on a main
road.

N o gates a l
lowed on any
m ain road
w ithout sanc
tion of director
• f roads.

Twentieth—No swinging or lother gates shall be allowed on any
main road without written penmission from the director of roads
who is hereby authorized to grant such written permission, revoca
ble at pleasure : Provided, That in all cases in which such permis
sion shall be granted, the persorilwho shall erect or maintain the crate
or gates as aforesaid, shall keep!a watchman constantly near them
for the purpose of opening the same when required by any person
using the road ; and any person who may erector maintain a «ate
on the main road, in qoniraveutibn bt the regulations herein contain
ed, shall be liable to the penal ties imposed by section twenty-fifth of
this law ; and any such gates may be removed by the director of
roads, or some person authorize^ by him.

Director of
roads to cut
drains, and dig
for, and take
stone, Ac*

Twenty-first—It shall be law ul for the director of roads, or any
person authorized by him, to cut drains on lands oft any main road
for the purpose of carrying oft* tl e water from such road, and to dig
and carry away out of any u n en c---------| | ggra°
rd.
osed land,------river,- v,
or ^gully, Jany
vel, stone, sand, or other materials, which shall be required for re
pairing or making the said road, without paying anything lor the
same, the director of roads, or sich other person as aforesaTd, caus
ing to be levelled, when the work shall have been finished, all holes
or pits whence any such materials shall have been dug; and it
V
f shall
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shall be lawful for the director of roaps. or any person authorized
■as aforesaid, in making or repairing any main road, to dig any
drain as aforesaid, or to dig and carrjl away any materials as afore
said, out of the grounds or enclosures of any person, the said
ground not being that whereon any house stands, or on which is
any garden, yard, planted walk, or/avenue to any house, or any
parcel of provision ground, paying such rates for such materials,
and for any damage sustained by the owner or occupier of the
grounds where the drain shall have been dug, or whence the mate
rials shall have been carried away, las the director of roads may
judge reasonable ; and if the owner or occupier as aforesaid shall
not be satisfied with the valuation 1,of the director of roads, he
may appeal to the judge ot the district court as aforesaid, who shall
have power to determine the amount of compensation, and whose
decision shall he final; and if any person shall molest, hinder, or ob
struct the director ot roads, or person acting under his order as afore
said, in cutting any drain, or carrying away such materials as afore
said, such person shall, for every stjcli offence* forfeit a sum not ex
ceeding ten pounds.
Twenty-second—Any person wh|o shall, without the written con
sent of the director of roads, or one of his officers, take away any
materials that may have been purchased or gathered fur use of any
main road or bridge, shall, for evfry such offeuce, forfeit and pay
a sum not exceeding ten pounds.
Twenty-third— If any person shall dig any pit, or make any cut
at the side of any main road, whicjh shall be dangerous to travel
lers or their animals, or carriages, lie shall forthwith fence the
same; and, in default of so doing,! shall forfeit and pay a sum not
exceeding twenty shillings for every day such pit or cut shall con
tinue to be unfenced; and it shall Mlawful for the director of roads,
in case of default as aforesaid, to c tuse the pit or cut to be fenced
at the expense of such person, whi cl expense, if not paid on demand,
shall be recovered as any penalty i nder this law may be recovered.

P enalty on re 
moving m ate
rials on m ain
road.

P its to be
fenced,

Twenty-fourth—Whoever shall wantonly injure any main road,
or any bridge, wall, or rail, in connection with any main road,
shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding
fifty pounds, or shall be liable to Imprisonment, with or without
hard labour, for a period not exceeding six months.

Penalty for
wanton in ju ry
to auy main
road, bridge,
&c.

Twenty-fifth—Whoever shall ofllend in any one of the particulars next hereinafter mentioned s rail be liable to a penalty, for
K2
each

Penalties on
the committall
o f the follow
ing offences.
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each offence, not exceeding form shillings, to be recovered sum
marily before two justices of the peace ; and, in default of payment,
shall be committed to the com moil gaol or house of correction for
any time not exceeding one month, unless such penalty shall be
sooner paid ; that is to say,
1. Any driver of a cart, w
any kind, who shall ride u
shafts, or upon any horse dra
not having some other perso
beast or beasts harnessed to
driven with reins.

gon, dray, or other carriage of
n such carriage, or upon the
ing the same on any main road,
on foot to guide it, unless the
such carriage or cart shall be

2. Anv driver of a cart, v ggon, dray, or other carriage,
who shall leave the same stan ing upon any main road without having some proper per; on to hold the beast or beasts
attached to the same.
J

9

♦

3. Any driver of any cart, jvaggon, dray, or other carriage,
■who shall, by negligence or Wilful misbehaviour, cause hurt
or damage to any person, hbrse, cattle, carriage, or goods
passing, or being convened oil any main road.
4. Any driver of a waggort cart, dray, or other carriage,
or of any horse, mule, or other beast of draught or burthen'
■who, when meeting, or being} overtaken on a main road by
any other waggon, cart, draydor carriage, or beast of draught
or burthen, shall not keep his waggon, cart, dray, or carriage
or beast on his left side of thelroad.
1
5. Any driver of a waggon,Jcart, dray, or other carriage, or
of anv horse, mule, or beast ofldraught or burthen, who,'on
overtaking on a main road ankr other waggon, cart, dray or
carriage, or beast of draught >r burthen, shall not keep his
waggon, cart, dray, or carriag e, or beast on bis right side of
the road.
6. Any driver or other person who shall wilfully or by
negligence prevent, hinder, dr interrupt the free passage of
any other person, waggon, cat t, dray, or other carriage, or
^ — ---j --------------------/
beast on
any
main road, --or----wh- ) shall draw up any cart,°w'a<*gon, dray, or other carriage in iuch manner as to obstruct the
free passage along the road.
7.
main
as to

Any
i/ ftperson who shall i ide or drive furiously on any
roada any horse
or other t'■east, or any sort of carriage, so
—
i----- —
endanger the life or limb of any traveller or passenger.
8. Any
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8. Any driver of a waggon, bart, dray, or other carriage,
who shall wilfully and wantonly, or through culpable negli
gence suffer such waggon, cant, dray, or carriage to strike
against any wall, bridge, or rail on any main road ; or who
shall by negligence or misbehaviour cause any damage to any
such wall, bridge, or rail, or to b main road.
9. Any person who, having blocked or stopped the wheel of
any cart or other carriage in going up hill on any main road,
shall allow the stone or other thing with which he may have
blocked or stopped such wheel, lo remain on the road.
10. Any person who shall remove, destroy, injure, or de
face any mile-mark, guide post, or rail on any main road.
11. Any person who shall injure any main road by dravvr
ing on it logs, stones, or things of weight, otherwise than
upon a wheeled carriage.,
12. Any person who shall place or leave any obstruction
on a main road, or who shall place any obstruction in, or fill
up any ditch, drain, or water/course intended for carryin ocr
water across, under, or away fipm any main road.
13. Any person who shall use any instrument for the pur
pose of retarding the descent af any wheel carriage down any
hill, in such manner as unnecessarily and wilfully to injure
the surface of any road.
14. Any person who shall I ave any•/ waggon
or other wheelco
ed carriage upon any main rj ad, or on the side thereof, ex
cept in case of accident; and[ in case of accident, fora longer
time than may be necessary o remove the same.
15. The driver on any ma |n road of any waggon, cart, of
other carriage, any part of hich, or the lading upon it, or
any shaft or outrigger attac ed thereto, shall extend more
than six inches beyond the e lid of the axle.
16, Any person who shall]deposit, or leave any dead carcas, wood, dung, or rubbish, op other matter on any main road.
17. Any person who shall erect or maintain a gate or gates
upon any main road without the written permission of the
director of roads, or who, hawing such permission, shall not
keep a watchman constantly bear such gate or gates, for the
purpose ot opening the samel when required by any person
using the road.
Sr ’
•
Twenty-sixjh
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Person offend
ing may be ta 
ken into cus
tody without
w arrant.

Deeds, « e. un
der this law
n o t liable to
stam p duty.

Twenty-sixth—It shall be lawful for the director of roads, or
for any person authorized by him, or for any officer or constable
of the constabulary, and for *11 persons whom they may respec
tively call to their assistance to take into custody, without war
rant, to be dealt with according to the provisions of this law, any
person who shall, within view of such officer, person, or consta
ble commit any of the offence; specified in this law.
Twenty-seventh— No deed contract, or agreement, nor any pro
ceedini* to he executed or en ved into, or taken under or by vir
tue of the provisions of this l<lw, shall be liable to any stamp duty.

Recovery of
penalties and
ezpensse.

Twenty-eighth—All penalties and expenses under this law,,
where not otherwise declared Ihow to be recovered, shall be recoverable in a summary mannerlbefore any two justices of the parish
in which the offence shall be committed, or the expenses incurred ;
and, in case of non-payment, nJay he enforced by distress and sale
of the offender’s or defaulter’s roods, or by imprisonment, not ex
ceeding three months, unless tile penalty shall be sooner paid.

Protection to
parties acting
«mder this law.

Twenty-ninth—Any prosecution against any person for any
thing done in pursuance or ejxecution, or intended execution of
this law, shall be commenced wjithiu three months alter the thin cr
done, and not otherwise.
t o

Notice, iu writing, of e ery such actiou, and of the cause
thereof, shall be given to be intended defendant one month
at least before the com me cement of the action.
In any such action till defendant may plead generally
that the act complained of)was done in pursuance or execu
tion, or intended execution! of this law, and give the special
matter in evidence at any trial to be had thereupon.
The plaintiff shall not recover, if tender of sufficient
amends is made before acti n brought, or if a sufficient sum
ef money is paid into court lafter action brought by, or on be
half of, the defendant.
If a verdict passes for t |e defendant, or the plaintiff be
comes nonsuited, or discontinues the action alter issue joined,
or if, on demurrer or otherwise, judgment is given against
the plaintiff, the defendant Shall recover his full costs, as be
tween attorney and client, and shall have the like remedy for
the same as any defendant ji&s by law for costs iu other cases.
Ii f
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Though
triveu fori the ulaiutiff lie shall not have
r* a verdict is pi
costs against the defendant, unless the judge, before whom
the trial is hud, certifies his approbation of the action.
Thirtieth—The undermentioned acts, and parts of acts, ore
hereby repealed, without prejudice!nevertheless to any right or ti
tle ucqnired thereunder; and all offences committed against the
said acts, or any of them, may hi dealt with and punished; and
all penalties imposed or incurred1 thereunder may be recovered;
and ull contracts, covenants, and /agreements, bonds, deeds, and
instruments taken under or in pursuance of the said acts, or any
of them, may be enforced, as il tliose acts had respectively conti
nued and been in force.
|

Repeal of a<j

STATUTES REPEALED.

Twenty-first Victoria, chapt
Twenty-filth Victoria, chapt
Twenty-seventh Victoria, se
Twenty-eighth Victoria, cha
Law No. 8 of 186b, section-

thirty-two.
Ir twelve,
don one, chapter thirty-six,
ter thirty, f
hirty-seven.

Thirty-first—This law may bd referred to as “ The Main Road
Law, 1868.’'

Shorttiti*

Thirty-second—This law shall come into operation on the first Commentday of July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.
m n to f w.

SCHEDULE A, T O W H IC H T H IS LAW REFERS.
SCHEDULE OF ROADS.
NORTH-WESTERN ROUTE.

From Kingston to Green Island, by way of Spanish-Town, Linstead, Moneague, Claremont, Saint. Ann’s Bay, Rio-Bueno,
Falmouth, Montego-Bay, and ucea.
From Ewarton to Worthy-Park.
From Dry-Harbour to Stewart-T )wn.
From the foot of Brading-Hiil, nrar Montego-Bay, to the junction
at Ferris River, by way of Montpelier aud Ramble.
From Riley’s bridge, near Lucea, to Glasgow, in Westmoreland.
SOUTH-WESTERN

INo. 19 of 1868.
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SOUTH-WEStCERN ROUTE.

From Spanish-Town to Green! Island, by way of Old Harbour,
Four Paths, Porus, Mandeville, Spur Tree Hill, Lacovia, BlackRiver, Savanna-la Mar, and Iftorgan’s Bridge.
From Old Harbour to the foot the Bossue Hill, by way of Salt
River, the Alley, Sedge Pond and Milk-River Bath.
------------------------------------#
---------------

^

iv
y vnautuvil.

From Hie junction, near Willi. msfield, in Manchester, by MileGully, the Bogue Hill, Elin , and Barton, to the junction at
Lacovia.
SOUTH-EASTERN ROUTE.

From Kingston to Port-Antonid, by way of Yallahs, Morant-Bay
Port-Morant, Bath, and MarJchioneal.
*
From Port Morant, through Btwden, to the junction at the foot
of Quaa Hill.
NORTH-EASTERN ROUTE.

From Saint Ann’s Bay to Poijt-Antonio, by way of OcliQ Rios,
,Port-.Maria, and Annotto-Ba
From the junction near Monea&ue to Ocho Rios.
From tiie junction near Shentofa (in the Saint Thomas in the Vale
district), by Hog Hole, Ri Magno, and Nonsuch, to PortM aria.

From Kingston to Annotto-Ba
MISCEllLANEOUS.

The proposed new road from oxheath, in Trelawny, to the junction with the main road in aint Elizabeth or Manchester.
From the Baptist chapel, in Spanish-Town, to the entrance of the
Guanaboa Vale, at Aylmer’s! in the Saint John’s district.
From Kingston to Gordon Town/
SCHEDULE B.
To (here name the respective barties as far as known,
interested in the lands through which the intended
line of road or alteration pksses), and whom else it
may concern
Take Notice, That th< undersigned director of roads intends to cause a new ro d to be laid out and taken and used
as a portion of the main roads of this island, from
in the parish of
to
in the parish of
an 1
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and the course and direction] of the said road, and the lands
through which the same will pass, are specified and shewn in
the plan, which has been left with the collector of taxes for
the parish of
fof reference, as required by "T h e
Main Road Law, 1868.
186
day) of
Dated this
[Signature of director of roads.]
To (name the parties where knowL as in abov e no
tice), and whom else it may concern.
Take Notice, That the undersigned director of roads in
tends to cause that portion of the main road extending
from
in the parish of
to
in
the parish of
to pe (widened to the extent of
feet) (or as the case may beh, or altered by carrying the line
or course of the said road [from the point marked A to the
point marked B, respectively shewn in the plan next aftermentioned (or as the case nlay b e ); and that the nature and
direction of the said alteration, and the lands to be affected by
it, are shewn in the plan thfereof, which has been left with the
collector of taxes for the parish of
for reference, as
required by " The Main R^ad Law, 1868.”
Dated the
day of
186
[Signature of director of roads.]

L
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A Law for Abolishing the Office of Itecciver-General, and for Transferring the
Powers and Duties of that Officer to an
Officer to he called the Treasurer.

[20th May, 1868.]
V I 7 IIEH HAS a vacancy hat occurrv<J in (ho office of receiver▼ V general, and it is expedient to abolish that office, and to
transfer tint |Hmeri and duties hitherto had and performed by
that officer to an officer to be appointed bv the governor, and to
bo called the treasurer: Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica,
with the advice and consent of the legislative council thereof, as
follows:
First—It shall ho lawful for tho governoc/to nominate and
appoint a fit per* n to be treasurer, who shall bold bis office
during pleasure, and on the removal, death, resignation, or other
vacancy in the said office, tho governor may nominate and ap*
point a successor to such officer, who shall have the same powers,
authorities, mud duties*

14

•
p
fh
4U
l*

SI

ohi*
Second—l pon the appointment of treasurer the office and ap- O
|«**t iUv
lh im invent of receiver-general shall cease and be abolished ; and
the treasurer under this law shall be charged with all the duties,
and have all the powers conferred or imposed ou the receiverf«rrWIu u«'
gtueral under any of tho acts and laws in force.
-f U t -

11*

■" 1 —

Third —The treasurer's department shall be under the super- i^ETJT
vistcMi and ccnirol ol the revcuue commissioner.
1
account
Reee
Monovs’
k«
JU.4
Transfer Law, 1803,** directed to be kept in the name of the re. iSt.*w U

(83)
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oeiver-geoeral.
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For Abolishing the Office o f Receiver. General, fyc.
------- ^

namo of tret#

-------- ,---- --

__

_______

■ursr.

ceiver-general, shall, from such appointment of treasurer, be kept
in the name of such treasurer for the time being.

Laws No. 3 of
1868, and No. 4
• f 1868 incor
porated with
this law.

Fifth—This law shall, from such appointment of treasurer as
aforesaid, be incorporated with, and read as part of “ The Audit
and Receiver-General's Departments Law, 1868,” an d “ The R e
ceiver-General Moneys’ Transfer Law, 1868," respectively.
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A Law to Authorize Justices of the Peace
to take Affidavits in the Court of Chan
cery and Supreme Court.
[26th May, 1868.]
HEREAS considerable inconvenience is experienced by
suitors of the courts in taking affidavits in the court
of chancery and the supreme court, owing to the limited number
of masters, and masters extraordinary of the former court, and of
commissioners to take affidavits in the supremo court: Be it en
acted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of
the legislative council thereof, as follows:

W

Preamble.

First—From and after the passing of this law it shall be lawful
for every justice of the peace, within his jurisdiction, to adminis
ter all such oaths, and take all such declarations and affirmations
as can now be administered or taken, or at any time hereafter
may by any law be directed to be administered or taken by or
before a master, or master extraordinary of the court of chancery,
or a commissioner for taking affidavits in the supreme court.

Justices to ad
minister oatbl,
&c. in like
manner as
masters in
chancery and
commissioner*
of supreme
court.

Second—All persons swearing, declaring, affirming, or attesting
before any justice of the peace under this law, shall be liable to
all such penalties, punishments, and consequences for any wilful
and corrupt false swearing, declaring, affirming, or attesting con
tained therein, as if the matter sworn, declared, affirmed, or at
tested had been sworn, declared, affirmed, or attested before the
court of chancery, or any of the masters, or masters extraordinary
thereof, or before the supreme court, or any commissioner for
taking affidavits therein.

( 85)

False swear
ing,
perjury.
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A Law to Repeal UleJLaw No. 34 of 1867,
entituled “ A
|p Authorize the Jamaica Railwa
pany t o Make and
Maintain a Bra
■Continuation Line
of Railway from
ish-Town to Old
Harbour, and for H
g Additional Ca
pital,” and to Be-en
ll e same with certain Amendments.
[27th JUai/, 1868.]
HEREAS the law No. 3d^Af 1867, entituled A law to au
thorize the Jamaica railway company to make and maintain
a branch or continuation line at igilway from Spanish Town to
Old Harbour, and Jor raising aa^Llional capital, has been found
sirJihle that the said lave should
be amended and re-enacted in the ilespects hereinafter mentioned :
Be it therefore enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the ad
vice and consent of the legislative iouncil thereof, as follows :
H ip
First—From and after the Bfassilig of this law the law No. 34
of 1867 shall be, and is hereb/^eptjaled.
' 1 1 ‘ ni :

W

Preamble*

Law No. 34 o f
1867, repealed.

Second—Whereas an act \of lli late legislature of this island Powers, &c. of
the acts 7th Vi#«
was passed in the seventh yearbf-Ule reign of her majesty queen chap. 25, and
8 th Vic. ch. 12,
Victoria, chapter twenty-five, entifuled A n act fo r making and extended to th is
maintaining a railway from Kinfetdfi to Spanish Town, with law.
liberty to continue the same to the \n p e ls pen, or plantation, situ
ate in the parish of Saint Cat herin (and fo r other purposes : And
whereas another act of the said legi ature was passed in the eighth
year of the reign ot her said m&jes chapter twelve, entituled A n
act fo r the protection o f the pu
, by amending an act of the
legislaturey
'M
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legislature, passed in the setprftih year o f the reign o f her majesty
queen Victoria, chapter tytenty^nve, eniituled ‘ A n act for making
and maintaining a railroad from Kingston to Spanish Town with
liberty to continue the same to "tie Ajujel's pen, or plantation, situ
ate in the parish o f Saint Catherine^) and fo r other purposes/ as
therein expressed : And whereas the/Jam aica Railway Company
have carried the first of the saild recited acts into execution : And
whereas the said Jamaica Railw
mpany are desirous of extend
ing their line of railway by constructing and establishing a branch
or continuation of the preseij ine of railway, with all proper and
necessary works connected
rewith,. from a point at or near the
present terminus, at or near
^nish Town, in the parish of Saint
Catherine, to a point at or neaj
Harbour Market, in the said
parish of Saint Catherine, and e S; id Jamaica Railway Company
are willing, at their own costs nc arges, to carry into execution
the said undertaking : Vnd w eas it is expedient that the powers
and provisions contained in t said recited acts should be adopted,
modified, altered, amended an li enlarged for the purposes of this
.aw, and the undertaking/rier
authorized : It is further enacted
as follows : All the do w/ers r visions, duties, liabilities, matters,
and things contained i
e sajd recited acts of the said late legis
lature, or either of themVfor framing, providing, and executing a
deed of settlement for the o
rnment and regulation of the said
company, as in the first of the spi^ recited acts mentioned, shall, as
nearly as may .be, apply and e
d to this law', and to the under
taking hereby authorized, an to the demanding, levying, and
raising of tolls in respect ther f ; and the money to be raised by
debenture bonds, as hereinaf provided, or otherwise for the same
and to the government au co duct of the said cbmpany, and ge
nerally in all and every r^spebts whatever, shall operate and be
in force in reference thereto astftrUy and effectually as if the same
powers, provisions, duties, liabilities, matters, and things were re
peated and re-enacted in this k , and had specific reference thereto, except in so far as such MfVjers, provisions, liabilities, matters,
and things are, for the pucloses of this law, repealed, altered, or
modified, or as is otherwise herein provided for: Provided, That
nothing in the said recite
or deed of settlement contained,
shall prevent monies, for the p rposes of this law, and the under
taking thereby authorized, fr
being raised under this law by
deben ture bonds, as may see
best and most expedient for the
purposes of this law and the s d undertaking.
J

Jft Maica ra il
way company
t o make and
luaiatMu a

Third— It shall be lawful
and they are hereby empow

the said Jamaica railway company
to make and maintain a branch
o

1
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or contiiumtionline of railway frortfl ny point at or near the present
terminus at or near Spanish Town, in the parish of Saint Cathe
rine, to any point at or near^ Old arbour Market, in the said
parish of Saint Catherine, with all (necessary and proper works,
erections, and buildings for the purpose and use of the said line,
and for the working thereof as a raiMvay from Spanish-Town afore
said to Old Harbour Market aforesaid.

railway from
8panwn*Town
to Old H ar
bour*

Fourth—The said Jamaica/raiiv ay company may borrow, or Company may
by de
raise by debenture bonds, anWldi ional sum beyond the monies raise,
benture bonds,
which they are now by law author? d to raise, to the extent of one £120,000.
for the purposes of the unhundred and twenty thousand pou
dertaking by this law authorized, lancT for other purposes of the
said body corporate*
Fifth -F o r the purpose of raj n the said additional capital of
one hundred and twenty thorn me pounds, or so much thereof as
for the said Jamaica railway
may be necessary, it shall be h
debenture bonds of such
company to issue such and so i a
amounts respectively, and to be pa
to bearer, or otherwise, at
such periods, and at such rate of i Fest, and to be appropriated
and disposed of in such manner, d on such terms, and by such
ways and means, as by the ord
f any general or special general
be determined.
meeting of the said company

T o be issued to
bearer or other*
wise i t such
perio Is and
ra te of interest
as th e compa
ny may deter
m ine.

lixth—The said additional'bag tal of one hundred and twenty
thousand pounds shall he considei etFas forming part of the gene
ral and original capital authorized to b^ raised by the first of the
said recited acts.

A dditional ca<
p ital p a rt of
original capi
ta l.

Seventh—All persons to whoA any debenture bonds may be
issued or transferred under tmsjlaw, shall be entitled, one with
another, to their respective proportions of the tolls, sums, and pre
mises comprised in such debentuphonds, according to the respec
tive sums in such debenture bonds mentioned and stipulated for ;
and to be repaid the sums so advanced, with interest, without any
preference, one above another, Jjy reason of priority of date, or of
the meeting at which the sar was authorized, or on any other
account whatsoever*
E ighth

All mortgages
the
powers of
o o # alrea
--------- r ^ i ogranted under
0 %
jl
the first of the said recited axjts/shall, during the continuance
thereof, have priority in respedyof
espeqyot the property thereby mort, over the debenture bondsjgranted subsequent to the passing
ga
o f 1,
;
M
Ninth
9

No priority as
to debenture
bond holders
inter se .

M ortgages al
ready granted
to retain their
priority over
property in 
cluded in
mortgages.
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Debenture
bonds lions on
the real and
personal pro
perty of the
company.

Company may
make agree
ments for pur
chase of land.

Railway may
cross high
ways.
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Ninth— All debenture bonds, iistfed under the provisions of this
law, shall be and are hereby/declared to be valid and existing
liens and charges on the real/and personal property of the Jamaica
railway company, not only i^resppct of the line authorized by this
law, but also of the line constructed ur>der the first of the said re
cited acts.
f this law, and the said recited
Tenth—Under the provisio
acts, it shall be lawful for the ,|at aica railway company, for the
purpose of the said branch or c inuation line, to agree with the
owners of, and other persons inte estei in the lands, which they
are hereby authorized to enter in o an take, for the purposes of
the said branch or continuation i
and also with all parties
lands,
for
the
purchase
therehavingo anv
estate
or
interest
in
s
mv
of, for a consideration in mon , or in consideration of a rent
e purchase of such parts thereof
charge on any such lands, orf
f all subsisting leases thereon,
as they shall think proper,
mortgages, or incumbrances afand of all rent charges, ann
fecting any such lands, andN'al] ommonable or other rights to
which such lands may be subject, dnd^ill other estates or interest in
for the apportionment of
such lands, of what kind ^oever a
subsisting rents and charges.
Eleventh—It shall be lawfu r the Jamaica railway company
to construct the said branch orfco itinuation line, contemplated by
pr under all or any public carthis law, across and on the lev
riage ways, or highways, over or a oss or under which the said
company shall carry the line, un r the terms of this law, or under
recited acts.
the powers of the first of the

Bridges and
acqueducts to
be made as in
first recited
acts, or as
agreed.

Twelfth—Bridges over orHnxjler any private carriage way, or
private road, or acqueducts, maFJte built, and the approaches to
any such bridge or acqueduct may be made in any such manner
that is by the first of the said repted acts directed, or, with the
consent of the owners th e re o f^ any other manner.

During con
tracts materi
als to be deem
ed property of
the oompany.

Thirteenth—During the eKe tion of any contract made with
the company, the works in cour of being done under such contract, and all the materials of efery description brought upon or
near such works, for the purpo of being used in the execution of
11 intents, purposes, and intendsuch contract, shall, to and f
oceedings, civil and criminal, be
ments of law, and in all lega
held to be the property of the ttiaica railway company.

Company may
demand tolls,

V

Fourteenth—The company, isubject to the provisions in the
1
*
first

N o. 22 of 1868.
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first of the said recited acts conti
d, may lawfully demand and
receive, in respect of the bra 1 or continuation line hereby authorized, for the tonnage o
ar cles, matters, and things conveyed on the. same railway or a n y jp art thereof respectively, and
for and in respect ofpassenge a m t mm als conveyed on the same,
or any part thereof, and for and in re
oflocomotive or stationary
engines, or other power supplied b le company, and for the conveyance upon the same, or any
•t thereof, in waggons or carriages belonging to the compa
0 any passengers, animals, goods,
wares, merchandize, articles matt rs, and things, such amount of
rates, tolls, or other charges as
the said recited acts the company are authorized to demand an 1 receive in respect of all or any
part of the main line of the Jamai [arajlway company, or the work
connected therewith, or any part
o f; and all the provisions,
restrictions, rules, and regulatio
in the said recited acts contained, relative to the imposition ollection, and recovery of tolls,
and also the powers for leasing
same and otherwise, shall extend and be applicable to tolls to e levied by virtue of this law
on the said branch or continuatio
ne by this law provided for.
Fifteenth —In all cases where
all be necessary, for the purposes of valuing lands required
|the said company, for the purposes of this present law, and t
ranch or continuation line hereby authorized to be made, it
not be necessary to empannel,
summon, and return a jury or jfuu. s to enquire into and assess the
value of such lands, but all such valuations, matters, and things
shall be enquired into by a judg
e supreme court in an open
court to be from time to time he
efore such judge, as occasion
shall require, who by himself s 1 have power and authority to
hold such courts, and issue all
ceedings necessary for such purpose, and shall assess the valu
~such lands, and shall have and
be entitled to all and every the
ral powers given and conferred
by the first of said recited acts n e)/ery respect, of enquiring,
assessing, ascertaining, and giving] vejrtlicts in and about the valuing
and assessing of all such lands, a jury or juries would have had
but for this law ; and the sever verdicts, and the judgments of
such judge, to be pronounced am given thereon, shall be as binding, effectual, and conclusive as e inquisitions, assessments, and
verdicts of ajury or juries for, in, a ih o u tth e various and several
lands required by the said compa
ot the purposes of this law,
and as the judgments given upon ch verdicts are, or would be,
or have been, under and by virtu of the first of the said recited
acts, if this present law had not
n made and passed; and the
judgments of such judge shall be
:med to be conclusive between
the parties.
M2
Sixteenth

&a. and pro
visions in re
cited acts ap 
plicable.

Not necessary
to summon j u 
ries, b u tju d g e
m ay, w ithout
ju ry , make the
assessments,
and vordicts.
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All veraiots
and judgments
to be recorded
with clerk of
the peace, St.
Catherine.

Sixteenth—All verdicts an^kidgments, being first signed by
the judge presiding and pronouncing such judgments, shall be de
livered to the clerk of tho^peacelof the parish of Saint Catherine,
to be by such clerk of th^ peace recorded in his office, in a book to
be kept by him for that purpose! and)the clerk of the peace shall
be entitled to be paid by the saidlooprtpany a fee of one shilling and
sixpence for every one hundred krfa sixty words so recorded, and
the same shall be deemed record* to all intents and purposes, and
copies thereof, certified by th^cllerk of the peace, shall be allowed
to be good evidence in all courts whatsoever; and all persons shall
have liberty to inspect the(same| paying for such inspection the
sum of one shilling, and also ta obtain copies thereof, to be made
and certified by the clerk of the peace, paying for every copy after
the rate of one shilling for everyfone hundred and sixty words so
copied ; and the original shall ve kept by the said clerk of the
peace amongst the records of hra said office.

Judge to have
powers of
courts of law
or equity to
compel execu
tion of title.

Seventeenth—Where anywerpict orjudgment shall be given by
any such judge, he shall, an/d is hereby authorized to direct and
compel all necessary parties to execute all proper conveyances in
respect of such lands ; and the fprmxjf such conveyance may, as
nearly as possible, be as provided fomn the nineteenth section of
the first of the said recited acti, and such judge shall have all
the powers of a court of law or. equity to compel such execution.

Machinery.
&c. until line
opened, free
from duties.

Eighteenth—All iron work, machinery, locomotives, carriages,
materials, articles, and things afl any nature or kind, required for
the use of, or in constructing'iand making of the said branch
or continuation line of railway ShallJ until the railway is opened
for traffic, be free of all duty whatsoever thereon now imposed, or
hereafter to be imposed by anyllaw of this island.

Agreements,
Ac. not liable
to stamp duty.

Nineteenth—All agreements and conveyances* and all proceed
ings at law or in equity, or mherwise in respect of any such lands
required for the purposes oifhiBiaw shall be, and are hereby ex
empt from stamp duty.
J

Except land
tax, no tax or
duty to be as
sessed on rail*
Wuy«

Twentieth—No rate, chargodtax, or duty whatsoever shall be
imposed or levied upon the sjuq branch or continuation line of
railway, but the same, and tHjeleajrriages used thereon, shall be
free and exempt of and from a! taxes, rates, charges, or duties
whatsoever, save the consolidated quit rent and land tax.

Time of com*
mencement
and comple*

Twenty-first—The undertaking authorized by this law shall be
commenced within twelve months after the passing of this law,
*. i f l H

H
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and shall be completed within three ears from the commencement
of the undertaking ; and, iryfhe eve: t of failure in either case, this
law shall cease and determine

tion of underi
taking.

Twenty-second—Nothing in t
law contained shall defeat,
prejudice, or affect the rights of er ajesty, her heirs and successors, or of any bodies politic a co orate, or other persons than
those mentioned in this law, an
iming by, from, or under
them.

Securing of
rights of her
majesty, &c.

Twenty-third—In citing the saidfrecited acts, and this law, in
other laws of the legislature, and/ml legal instruments, notices, or
other documents, it shall.be sumciei t to use the expression ‘‘The
Jamaica Continuation and Extensia nRailway Law.”
Twenty-fourth—For and in re a p it of all proceedings at law or
in equity whatever, in respect of (an y-matter or thing directly or
indirectly relating to the line of railway authorized by this law,
the said company shall sue and beUued by the name of €t The
Jamaica Railway Company,” ashi^qerto, under the said recited
acts.
/

Title of lan

Company to
sue and be
sued by name
of ♦•The Ja 
maica Railway
Company.”

JAM AICA--N02 3 OF 1868.
A Law to Raise by Loan E ight Thousand
Pounds, for the Purchase and Adaptation
of certain Premises in Kingston for the
Public Service.
[2d June, 1868.]
1 1 7 HERE AS it is expedient ami necessary to authorise the
▼V raising of the sum of eight thousand pounds, for the pur
chase of certain premises in Kingston, and for the adaptation of
the same for the public service: Be it enacted by the governor
of Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legislative council
thereof, as follows:
First—It shall be lawful for the governor of this island to raise,
by loan on debenture, the said sum of eight thousand pounds, for
the purchase and adaptation of certain premises in Kingston for
the public service.
Second—Such debentures shall be signed by the revenue com
missioner and the treasurer, and shall be in such form, and for
such sums as the governor shall determine, and shall be transfer
able and negotiable, and shall be redeemable at the furthest at
the end of twenty-five years from the date of the earliest of such
debentures.
Third—Such debentures may be paid off at any time, and from
time to time during the said period of twenty-five years, by
annual drawings, under the authority of the governor, and the
debentures which shall be so redeemable and payable, shall be
paid at the expiration of twelve months* notice in u The Jamaica
Gazette by Authority,’* of the numbers of the debentures so to
be paid off, and the day of payment: Provided, That it shall be
lawful for the governor to redeem and pay off the whole loan at
any time within the said twenty-five years, on twelve months*
(95)
notice

Preamble.

Governor a u~<
thorized to
raise £S0U0.

Debentures re
deemable in
twenty-five
years.

To be paid off by
annual draw
ings a t twelve
months* notice.

Proviso.
Whole loan
payable at
twelve months'
notice.
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notice thereof being given in “ The Jamaica Gazette by Autho
rity,0 and interest shall cease on all such debentures of which
notice of payment shall be given as aforesaid, from the day fixed
for payment thereof; but such interest shall be carried to, and
continued to be paid as part of, the sinking fund under this law,
until the whole loan shall be fully paid off.
Interest a t £6
• p e r centum
Saif-yearly.

Fourth—The treasurer from time to time shall pay the halfyearly interest, as the same shall fall due, on all such debentures,
at the rate of six pounds per centum per annum.
ITO

**

Wk

4

*.*

^

/

7

*'

The interest
and £ 2 per
cent, on the
whole sum as a
sinking fund,
to be raised
annually.

Fifth—There shall be raised and included, in the general esti
mates of each year, the interest payable as aforesaid, and an
additional sum after the rate of two pounds per centum on the
said sum of eight thousand pounds, as a sinking fund for the re
demption of the debentures to be issued under this law ; and all
sums of money which shall.be ljprrowed under the authority of
this law, and the interest and sinking fund, shall be a charge on,
and paid out of the general revenue of this island.

Monies to be
ftirried to cre
d it of account
under this law*

Sixth—All monies to be borrowed under the provisions of this
law shall be paid to the treasurer, and shall be entered in his
books to the credit of an account of the loan under this law.
B|

Lost deben
tures may be

removed.

Seventh—The governor, on proof to his satisfaction that any de
benture issued under this law has been by accident lost or destroy
ed before the same shall have been paid off, may, if the number and
amount of such debenture be ascertained, and upon being fur
nished with due security, for indemnifying the government of this
island from any loss to which it 'may at any time be subjected by
reason thereof, issue a new debenture, corresponding in all re
spects with the debenture so lost or destroyed ; or if any deben
ture, when so lost or destroyed, shall be overdue, may cause the
money due thereon to be paid off and discharged : Provided,
That before any debenture shall be-renewed, or payment made as
aforesaid, notice shall be published for four consecutive weeks in
“ The Jamaica Gazette by Authority,” of the date, number, and
other particulars of the debenture alleged to be lost or destroyed.

JAMAICA—N°-|240F 1 8 6 8 .
A Law to Declare the Days upon which
the next Circuit Courts for the Western
Circuit shall be he!
[12th June, 1868.]
H ER EA S in consequents# of the publication in “ The Ja Preamble*
maica Gazette by Autl^oility/* of two different notices for
the holding of the several couifts of the western circuit of this
island, doubts are entertained whether either of those notices is
effectual under the law No. 2(1) of 1867, and it is necessary to
declare by law the proper dayslat which the said courts shall be
held next after the June term, I one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-eight, and the periods of time for which such courts shall sit
respectively : Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the
advice and consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows :

W

First—The circuit courts after June term, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-eight, for the several parishes constituting the
western circuit, shall respectively be held upon the days, and sit
fyr the terms hereinafter next mentioned:
The circuit court for jhe parish of Manchester shall be
held at Mandeville on Wednesday, the seventeenth day of
June, one thousand eight hundred and sixty.eight, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon, and sit for four days, if necessary.
The circuit court for tne parish of Saint Elizabeth shall
be held at Black River o i Monday, the twenty-second day
of the said month of June, la,t ten o’clock in the forenoon, and
sit for four days, if necessary.
The circuit court for th parish of Westmoreland shall be
held at Savanna-la-Mar o Friday, the twenty-sixth day of
the said month of June, af| ten o’clock in the forenoon, and
sit for five days, if necessar
(97)
The

Circuit courts
after Juno
term , 1868, to
be held on tho
following daj8t
& o,
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To Declare when the Western Circuit Courts shall be held.
The circuit court for the parish of Hanover shall be held
at Lucea on Thursday, the second day of July, one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-eight, at ten o’clock in the forenoon^
and sit for four days, if necessary.
The circuit court for the parish of Saint James shall be
held at Montego-Bay on Tuesday, the seventh day of the said
month of July, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, and sit for
eight days, if necessary.
The circuit court for the parish of Trelawny shall be held
at Falmouth on Thursday, tne sixteenth day of the said
month of July, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, and sit for
eight days, if necessary, *
(
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A Law to Authorize the Governor to R e
lieve the Titchfield School Trust from
its present Liabilities, and to Provide for
the future Management and Carrying Out
of the Trust.
[16th June, 1868.]
H E R E A S the property of the Titchfield school trust has Preamble
been for several years in receivership in the court of chan
cery, and the objects of the trust, have been and are in abeyance :
And whereas it is desirable, in accordance with a petition pre
sented by the trustees of the said charity, that the property should
be taken out the court of chancery, and the trust be relieved from
its debts, in order that the purposes of the trust may, as far as
possible, be carried into effect: Be it enacted by the governor of
Jamaica, with the advice and consent of the legislative council
thereof, as follows:

W

First— It shall be lawful for the governor to make arrangements,
in such manner as he may think fit, for the purpose of taking the
property of the said trust from and out of the control of the court
of chancery of this island, and of carrying into effect the objects
of the trust.

G overnor m ay
m ake arrange*
m enta to take
p ro p erty o u t
o f chancery
an d oarry on.
tru s t,

Second—For that purpose it shall be lawful for the governor to and maydirect
direct the payment, to such persons as he shall name, out of the ^ 7 “™™u
public revenue of this island, of such sum or sums of money as teshallnama
mav be necessary for discharging the debts and claims against the
pur"
said trust, and lor releasing the property from the control of the
court of chancery.
rrI bird
-T h e governor may empower the persons so named, and authorize
subject to his approval, to •etde and adjust the legaland the equitable ciSm^a^ef-*
(99)
N °Z
debts fe?tcom
misea. pM-
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debts and claims of the creditors and others, and> where expedi
ent, to effect compromises thereof.
Office of tru s
tees d eter
m ined, and go
vernor may
m ake new ap 
pointm ents.

P roperty
chargeable
w 'tli advance
an d rents ap
plicable there
to and to ob
jects of cha
rity .

I

Fourth—The office and place of the present trustees of the said
charity shall be and are hereby determined ; and it shall be lawful
for the governor to name and appoint such persons to be trustees
of the said charity as he shall think proper, which last-mentioned
trustees shall hold their office during pleasure.; and the governor
may from time to time upon the removal, death, or resignation
of any trustee, appoint another in his place.
F ifth—The property of the trust shall be and remain .charged
vith any advance which may be made by the government of this
sland (or the purposes aforesaid,"and the rents and profits thereof
ihall he applicable, and applied in such proportions, and by such
nstalrnents as the governor may direct, towards repayment of the
aid advances, and for effecting the objects of the charity as
foresuid

JAMAICA—N 0'26 OF

1868.

A Law for Laying a Duty upon Persons
Possessing certain Descriptions of Land.
[20th Ju n e , 1868*]
HEREAS it is expedient to impose a duty on persons pos
sessing land of the different descriptions hereinafter men
tioned : Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice
and consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows :

W

Preamble*

First—There shall be imposed upon all persons in the posses
sion of land of the several descriptions hereinafter mentioned,
whether as owners, tenants, or in any other character, for every
acre, or fractional part of an acre so possessed, the several rates
of duty specified and set down against the same'respectively, in
the following schedule:

D uties in sche
dule imposed
upon persons
in possession o f
the several de
scriptions of
land there
mentioned.

For every acre, or for any fractional part of
an acre of land cultivated in canes, coffee,
ginger, arrowroot, corn, ground nuts, cotton,
tobacco, cocoa, vegetables, or ground provi
sions (three pence)
£0 0 3
For every acre, or for any fractional part of an
acre of land in guinea grass (three half pence) 0 0
For every acre, or for any fractional part of an
acreofland in common pasture, or in pimento,
or in common pasture and pimento (three
farthings)

0

On every acre, or any fractional pare of an
acre of laud in ruinate, or in wood (a farthing) 0

0

Of

0

0J

Second—Every person liable to the duty as aforesaid shall,
on he first day of August next, and oiv the first day of
|; M |
August

Who are to
make retu rn s
a t 1st August
annually*
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August in every succeeding year, or within ten days thereafter,
respectively give in to the collector of taxes, or other officer of
the revenue, wKo is o r .triay be.appointed to collect and receive
this tax in the parish where such lands are situate, a lust and true
return of all lands, of the several descriptions above specified, in
his possession, shewing the name of the property, and the name
of any property of which it formerly was a part, and shall state,
to the best of his knowledge or belief the name of the owner,
or reputed owner of the land, the name of the occupier thereof,
and the character in which he holds the said land, and the
number of acres of each of the several descriptions of land men
tioned in the schedule to the immediately preceding section of
this law, with a declaration at foot to the truth thereof, and the
return and declaration shall be to the effect set forth in the sche
dule to this law annexed.
And to pay to
th e collector of
taxes, &c. th e
duties.

Third—Every person making, or required to make such return
as aforesaid, shall pay to the collector of taxes, or other officer as
aforesaid, the duties according to the respective rates hereinbe
fore mentioned for the number of acres, reckoning as an- acre any
fractional part of an acre of the said several descriptions of land,
included in such return ; and the duties under this law shall be
paid on the first day of August in each year, or within ten days
thereafter ; and, in every case where no return shall have been
made, as required by this law, shall be liable to the surcharge of
one-fourth part of such duties.

W here two or
m ore persons
in possession,
eaoh liable.

Fourth—Where two or more persons shall be seized or entitled,
in undivided shares or proportions, either as tenants in common,
joint tenants, coparceners, or otherwise, any one or more of them
shall be liable for the said duty, as if he was, or they were solely
seized or entitled.

low ers, &c. of
tax collection
law, 1867, ap 
plicable to
' th is law.

Fifth—All the powers, provisions, regulations, and directions
contained in <£ The Tax Collection Law, 1867,” shall be of full
force and effect, with respect to the duties hereby granted, so far
as the same are applicable; and shall be observed, applied, and
enforced for and in the collecting, regulating, and recovering of
the duties hereby granted, and the surcharge thereon, if and
when the same shall be chargeable, and otherwise in relation to
the said duties, so far as the same shall be consistent with, and
not superseded by the express provisions of this law, as fully and
effectually as if the same had been herein repeated and especially
enacted with reference to such last mentioned duties.
SCHEDULE
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A Law to Authorize the Governor to Make
Temporary Provision for the Office of
Official Assignee for Middlesex and Corn
wall.
[27th June, 1808.]
HEREAS the office of official assignee for the county of Preamble;
Middlesex, and the office of official assignee for the county
m
8
of Cornwall have become vacant, anci it is expedient to authorize^
1111
the governor to make temporary provision for the said offices : 6 '
Be it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and con
sent of the legislative council thereof, las follows :

W

First—It shall be lawful for the governor to appoint one person
or more to be the official assignee or official assignees for the
counties of Middlesex and Cornwalll or for such part or parts of
the said counties as he may from time to time determine ; and
the governor may, if he think fit, aj point the official assignee for
the county of Surry to be the offic al assignee for the whole or
for any part or parts of the said cou ities of Middlesex and Cornwall, and the appointment or appointments under this law shall
be during pleasure.

Governor m ay
appoint a p er
son or persons
to bo official
assignee or as*
signees of Mid
dlesex and
Cornwall.

Second—In the event of the dea h, resignation, or removal of
the person or persons so appointed, the governor may appoint
another or others in his or their pla<je and stead.

A nd on death,
&c. appoint
another or
others.

Third—In lieu of the salaries given by any act or acts in force
to the official assignees for the counties of Middlesex and Corn
wall, the governor may allow such sum or sums as he shall see fit
for the performance of the duties of the said offices.

Rem uneration
for perform 
ance of duties
o f said offices.

Fourth—The person or persons jo be appointed under this law
shall have and exercise all the functions and powers, and be
(105)
P
charged

Powers and
duties, <fec. of
such persons*
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T« giro sectt-

lily*

charged with all the duties vfhich belong or appertain to, or are
charged upon official assignees under any act or acts in force ;
and every such person shall give security by recognizance, with
one or more surety or sureties, in such amount as the governor
may Think proper, for the performance of the duties of the said
office, and for accounting for and investing and appropriating,
according to law, all monies which may come to his hands as
official assignee.
I
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A Law to Consolidate the Offices of the Re
gistrar in Chanceryland Clerk of the Pa
tents and of the Clerk of the Supreme
Court and Crown. 1
[3d July, 1868.]
\/& T HERE AS the duties of thel registrar in chancery and clerk
▼V of the patents and of the clerk of the supreme court and
crown can be efficiently conducted by one officer : Be it enacted
by the governor of Jamaica, with (the advice and consent of the
legislative
council
thereof,
as
follows:
O
First—From and after the coming into operation of this law,
the offices and places of the registrar in chancery and clerk of the
patents, and of the clerk of the supreme court and crown, shall
respectively cease and determine.

Preamble.

Offices deter'
mined.

to
Second—It shall be lawful for th governor to appoint some fit Governor
appoint to of
person, being a barrister of three ye rs’ sfandiug
fice of registrar
O at the bar of this and
clerk of
island, or a solicitor of six years’ pr ctice in this island, to be the tbe courts and
registrar in chancery and clerk of th patents, and clerk of the su* crown.
preme court and crown, hereinafter i this law called the registrar
and clerk of the courts and crown, nd every such appointment
slTaTTbe during pleasure ; and, ont |e death, removal, or resignation of such officer, to appoint bis s ccessor: Provided, That the
present registrar in chancery and cle k of the patents, or the present clerk of the supreme court and rown, shall be eligible to the 1
said appointment of registrar and cle of the courts and crown.

Third—In the case of the appointment of the one or other of
the officers last mentioned to the office of registrar and clerk of
the courts and crown, the appointment of such officer shall not be
subject to stamp duty, - 1~
‘ « >?
(107)

Fourth

On appoint
m ent to said
Office of regis
tra r or clerk of
the courts no
stamp duty.
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To execute
both offices and
have a clerk
or clerks.

Fourth—The registrar an<jl clerk of the courts and crown, to be
appointed under this law, shall perform and execute the duties of
both offices, and the governor may appoint, in aid of such officer,
a clerk or clerks, whose appointment shall be during pleasure.

Salary to re*
gistrar and
clerk of the
courts and
crown.

Fifth—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown shall receive and be paid a salary offeix hundred pounds by the year.

N o t to prac
tice.

Sixth—The registrar and lclerk of the courts’and crown shall
not practice in any court of tins island, nor act as a conveyancer,
pleader} or legal adviser.
FEES IN THE dOURT OF CHANCERY.

Fees in clian*
ceiy.

Seventh—In lieu of the feds heretofore chargeable in the court
of chancery of this island, there shall be paid the following sums
in respect of the several documents hereinafter mentioned, which
sums* shall be denoted and expressed by stamps, and shall be in
addition to those prescribed byf the stamp duty law :
On each proceeding, in j%haneery, per sheet of
ninety words, reckonin ■each figure for a word £0 0 3
On office copies of all pi oceedings, per sheet of
0 0 9
ninety words
On every order of court ijecorded, not exceeding
0 1 6
ninety words
On every sheet, or fraction of a sheet, over and
0 1 0
above the first
0 f) a
On each suggestion, replication, and rejoinder
0 10 0
On each petition
0 1
On each appearance
On each certificate of no proceedings, and all other
0 2 0
common certificates,, ea
0 15 0
On each master’s or solicitor’s bill for taxation
1 10 0
On each final decree enrolled
0 15 0
On a certificate of appeal
Letters of guardianship, exclusive of governor’s
1 5 0
fee
On each notice of filing cai|ise*petition, or subpoe
0 6 0
na to answer bill
0 15 0
On each subpoena to witnebs to testify
0 15 0
satisfaction on final decree
0 3 0
amendment of b if, or cause-petition
0 5 0
On each rule of court
o
0
0
On each rule for carrying Records into court
On
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•••

On each commission
;wer

••
oclamations
On each sergeant at arms o sequestration
On each writ of injunction, ixecution, assistance,
:, error, supersedeas,
••
or other special writ
A writ of certiorari
iliff of the crown
A protection bond, making out and signing a
protection, including the order, and all other
charges; each other customary bond; each
recognizance ; each commission de lunatico ini/uirendo, and of oyer aijd terminer
• •
A patent of crown land
For land taken up under |the quit-rent
c #
For land escheated
••
For confirmation
A copy of plat of land
A copy of a surveyor’s retdrn to the plat
••
Entering a caveat
■
A citation to shew cause [gainst the same
A certificate of each pare of land
A patent for surplusage ire land, also for footland, each
For each search for any ti >enot exceeding three
hours
• •
On each attachment

£0 15 0
0 15 0
0 3 0
0 6 0
0 10 0
0 15
0 3
1 \0

0
0
Q

0
0
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

15
15
2
10
10
1
1
1
3
3

0
0
6
0
0
6
6
6
0
0

0 15

0

0

1 0

4 //? .

FEES IN THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE.

Eighth The following shal e the fees chargeable on proceedings in the supreme court, wh h shall be denoted an$ expressed
by stamps, in addition to those rescribed by the stamp duty law :

£0
On each declaration of the first class
0
On each declaration of the (second class
0
On each postea on a judgment of the first class
On each postea on a judgment of the second class 0
On each writ to be returned with inquisition in
0
extent
On each inquisition for eaqh writ included therein 0
0
On every other inquisition
O
On each other writ
(Writs of summons, arrest, replevin > subpoena

Fees in th e su
preme co u rt.

4 0^
2 O''
6 O-'
3 0"
5 0"
3 0^
3 <K
3 OS
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in criminal cases, and| habeas corpus, ex
cepted).
On each writ of subpoena ifi civil cases, wherein
the names of three witnesses only may be in
serted
£0 1 (r
On each special writ of venire facias
0 7 6^
On each certificate under seal
• •
0 7
On each certificate not undfer seal
0 1
•••
On each attested copy ord
0 1
.On each manucaption
0 3 U¥
On each information filedlin the crown office at
the instance of a private) prosecutor
3 0 0^
On each commission
0 3
On each bill of costs
0 3
On each memorandum or minute of a judgment,
to be registered under the provisions of the
eighth Victoria, chapter forty-eight
0 1 It
On office copies of all proceedings, per sheet of
ninety words
0 0 w
For every search for any tithe not exceeding three
0 1 O'*
hours
••
J A rjD
.
,
A
C
,# ) *
R egistrar, &c.
to keep account
of stam ps in
chancery and
in th e suprem e
court.
|

Ninth
own shall
enumerate and enter all the f< s, so received in stamps for proceedings
o in the court of ch? ncerv, in the file-paper, and filebook, in a separate column fr n the minute of the stamps on each
proceeding under the stamp d ty law ; and shall also enumerate
and enter in another book, t be kept for that purpose, all the
fees received by way of stamp in the supreme court, in a separate
column from the minute of sta ps in each proceeding under the
stamp duty law ; and shall, at he ecd of each month, add up both
columns in the file paper and ile book in chancery, and in the
other book to be kept as aforesaid for the supreme court.

R egistrar, &c.
to make decla
ration.

T enth—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown shall,
at the end of each month, furnish to the treasurer of this island
an account of all stamps passing through his office, made up sepa
rately for the court of chanceijy, and for the supreme court, and
classified as aforesaid, to be accompanied by the following declara
tion before a justice of the peaee :
“ J, A.B. registrar and dark of the courts and crown, do de
clare that the above acdount contains a true statement of
all stamps which have be\$n received by me under the stamp
duty

N o. 28 or 1868
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duty law, and the law No. I of 1868 (here give the nuraday
her, year, and title of this h w), from the
as
day of
18
of
to the
specified in the said accoun
A. B.
Declared before me th
day of
18
Eleventh—If the registrar
and clerk of the courts and crown
o
shall omit to render such account and declaration, as herein directed, within ten days after the e pi ration of each month, he shall
forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds, and the further sum of two
pounds for every week he shall so Ifail to return the same.

Penalty on ne
glect to render
account.

Twelfth—The accounts and booMs of account of the registrar and
clerk of the courts and crown shall be subject to audit as public
accounts.
INCAPACITY TO 4 0 L D OFFICE.

Thirteenth—If the registrar and clerk of the courts and cfown
shall knowingly or wilfully render an untrue account, or mane a
false declaration, or divert any of ie stamps so received,/6r shall
any adhesive stain n allowed
wilfully fail to cancel and obliter
to be used for proceedings in either of the said courts^ or shall
otherwise fraudulently misdemea himself, or be guilty of any
misconduct in his said office, he hall, upon conviction for such
offence, be subject and liable to a enalty of two hundred pounds,
and be further deprived of his sai| office: Provided, T hat such
conviction, pains, and penalties ball not exempt/ him from the
operation of the law for the punis ment of breaches of trust and
fraud.

P enalty for
rendering un
tru e account,

COURT OF CHANCERY.

Fourteenth—All original proce dings in chancery shall be fairly
and legibly written or printed upoj paper of the size and description, and in the manner directe by any order of the court of
chancery, either heretofore made, r hereafter to be made for that
nurpose, so that the same may fro|m time to time be bound up toether and the registrar and el k of the courts and crown shall
om time to time cause all origin .1proceedings, filed in his office,
ad all writs and other proceed! lO
gs returned • thereto,/ to be well
id substantially bound up in du and convenient order, and tha
pense thereof, on being certi |ed by the said officer, shall be
’
paid

How proceed
ings in chance
ry to be enter
ed-
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paid on the warrant of the governor, out of the public revenue of
this island.

Registrar, &c:
to tile all pro
ceedings duly
stamped, &c.

Proceedings
entered since
1st January,
1868, to be bo
bound up.

Decrees and
orders, &c. to
be entered in a
book.

Minutes to be
taken down by
registrar, &c.

No person to
be obliged to
t ike oopios
from the office
unless be
spoken.

Fifteenth—The registrar anu clerk of the courts and crown
shall file all proceedings, duH stamped and written on paper
of the size and description prescribed by the rules !of the court
of chancery, which shall be brought to his office for that pur
pose.
Sixteenth—All original proceedings which have been entered
ana filed in the office of the registrar in chancery and clerk of the
patents since the first day of Jai ary, one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-eight, and to the peri of the coming into operation of
this law, shall be in like manne and at the like expense, hound
up in due and convenient order and all such last-mentioned pro
ceedin<rs shall be deemed record;
Seventeenth—The registrar ahd clerk of the courts and crown
shall write out and enter up all decrees and orders of the said
court of chancery, and all other Proceedings of the said court, not
coming within the fourteenth section of this law, and the rules of
court applicable thereto, in a bock to be by him kept for that pur
pose ; and the book so kept, and the original proceedings, so to be
bound up as aforesaid, shall be d semed records of the said court of
chancery.
Eighteenth—It shall be the dlty of the registrar and clerk of
the courts and crown to take dovwn, in open court, in a book to be
by him kept for such purpose, a fcinute of the judgment or decre
tal or other order of the court of! chancery, upon any order being
made, or judgment given in count in any suit, and such minute
shall bear date, and be signed by fcuch officer of the day, when it
was taken down; and such minutefeo taken down, dated and signed
as aforesaid, shall be read out to the parties in court, and shall,
unless corrected by the court within ten days after such minute is
taken down, be deemed to be the oasis on which such decretal or
other order or judgment is to be entered in the suit.
Nineteenth—No solicitor, client, or person whosoever shall be
obliged to take copies from the chjmccry side of the office of the
registrar and clerk of the courts and crown of any bill, cause
petition, answer, affidavit, or proceeding whatever, unless it shall
be agreeable to the party to bespedk and pay for such copy ; and
if the registrar shall presume to refuse filing any answer or affida°
i
*it
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vit on pretence of a copy of the bil| or cause petition not having
been bespoken, oron any other pretence whatsoever, except the non
payment by stamps of the fees allowed by law, he shall, for every
such offence, forfeit the sum of thiifty pounds.
Twentieth—Every solicitor andl master in chancery shall, be
fore sending to, or lodging on the chancery side of the office of the
registrar and clerk of the courts and crown any bill, cause petition,
answer, affidavit, report, or proceeding, written or engrossed upon
more than one sheet of paper, Himself reckon, or cause one of
bis clerks to reckon the words ami figures contained therein, and
shall annex an affidavit thereto, stilting the number of legal sheets
of ninety words each, contained In the said bill, cause petition,
answer/affidavit, report, or proceeding, reckoning each figure for
a word, which affidavit shall be sworn to by the solicitor, master,
or clerk, who shall have reckoned [he words ; and the solicitor and
master shall have a right to charge three shillings for the said
affidavit,7 and two shillings
for every
sixteen such legal
sheets for
O
1
Ci countingO the words,* and attending! to swear to the affidavit.

Solicitors and
masters to
count engross
ed proceedings
before lodging
in office, and
swear to same.

J

SUPREME COURT IfS JUDICATURE.

Twenty-first—All process issuing out of the supreme court
shall be sealed and signed by the registrar and clerk of the courts
and crown, and shall not require tile signature of the chief-justice,
or of any oth^.judge thereto.

Process to be
signed by clerk
of the court.

Twenty-second— All civil and crS inal records, tried at the circuit courts, shall, within fourteen d| Vys after the termination of the
business of the said courts, bej.ram [fitted to the office of the registrar and clerk of the courts and ,cro ivn by the several clerks of the
peace and circuit courts, the said cl rks of the peace and circuit
courts keeping dockets of all verdict assessments of damages,
O / and
indictments, in their respective offic is, as records thereof.

Civil and cri
m inal records
a t circuit
courts to be
transm itted to
registrar.

Twenty-third—The clerks of the [respective insolvent debtors5
courts shall, within the like period oi fourteen days from the ter
mination of their respective courts, transmit to the registrar and
clerk of the courts and crown a list ofiall insolvents who shall have
appeared at their respective courts ana taken the benefit of the acts
or laws in force for the relief of insolvent debtors, as well as of
such as have appeared and been reminded, or have renewed their
bail for another court, and of those Who have failed to appear;
and the registrar and clerk of the courts and crown shall duly enter
P
I
' ,
such

The like as to
insolvent debt
ors’ oourts.

*
■

I
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such lists in the order book relating to insolvent debtors, with'the
dates of the courts to which tlev relate.

"Registrar, &c.
to enter pro
ceedings, and
keep up order
books, &c.

Twenty-fourth—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown
shall continue as heretofore tf> enter up all the proceedings, civil
and criminal, of the supremelcourt, and to keep the order books
and all other books which, under any law, or by the practice of
the said court, have been kepft up in his said office, in relation to
the proceedings and business of the supreme court.

To keep back
alphabets of
judgm ents.

Twenty-fifth—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown
shall keep regular and just beck alphabets of all judgments which
remain to be entered up, and which shall be hereafter entered up
in the supreme court, or circi it courts,, under the penalty of three
hundred pounds.

Proceedings,
civil, criminal,
a n d in insol
vency, records.

Twenty-sixth— All proceec ngs both civil and criminal, and
it! insolvency r shall be and are lereby declared to be public records
of the supreme court of judica! ure, and shall be open to inspection1
by the public during office h urs ; and any person shall be entitied to make and take copies f proceedings and documents in the
said office of the supreme corn* free of anj charge whatsoever, except the fee for searching.

To keep books
w ith entries
of w rits and
returns there-

Twenty-seventh—The registrar and clerk of the courts and
crown shall keep in his office bpoks, in which shall be duly and re
gularly entered and set down upon the return of all writs from the
provost-marshal’s office* into hist office, the names of the plaintiffs
and defendants in such writs respectively, with their addition, the*
amount of the debt or damageslin each such writ, with the costs
of suit and costs of delay, and also the levy marked or endorsed on
each such writ, and the name or names of the person* or persons
who shall sign or subscribe each direction to levy;* and each such
entry shall specify the court at hich each such writ is returnable,
with the provost-marshal’s retur to the same, and such books shall
be books of record, and the sam , or transcripts therefrom of any
of the writs therein entered, a thenticated by the registrar and
clerk of the courts and crown, s all be received as evidence in all
courts, and shall also be taken, received, and admitted as evidence
of the original judgment, when such judgment lias been lost or
mislaid.

to.

\

To keep book
Twenty-eighth—The registrar! and clerk of the courts and
efassignment?. crown shall aiso keep a separate liook for recording assignments of
V
judgments.
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judgments, and shall, upon any assignment of judgment being re
corded in his office, make, or cause tjo be made, a note in the mar
gin of the record of the judgment solassigned, of the name of the
person to whom the same shall be so assigned, and the date of such
assignment,
and
shall
not
knowingly
suffer
to
issue
out
of
his
said
o
T
o »
office any writ on any such'judgm ent except by the party entitled
to such judgment, or his atrorney-atllaw.
Twenty ninth—All schedules ma/le up by the provost-marshal,
and which, under the provisions of thfe forty-third George the third,
chapter twenty, section eight, are to be delivered into the said of
fice of the supreme court, shall be (made out by the provost-mar
shal on paper of such description and size, and in such manner as
shall be directed bv the judges of tne supreme court, or any three
of them, of whom the chief-justice shall be one, and shall be kept
and preserved by the registrar andlclerk of the courts and crown,
and be from time to time bound up into books, and kept in the said
office.
Thirtieth The registrar
and clerk of the courts and crown
o
shall cause all proceedings, whiclj shall be recorded on the su
preme court side of his office, to be | carefully examined, under the
penalty of thirty pounds for every eglect.
Thirty-first—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown
shall enter every satisfaction of judgment delivered to him at his
office upon the margin of the recprd of the judgment to which
such satisfaction relates, and shalllkeep a book, in which shall be
entered alphabetically dockets of such satisfaction.

Schedules o f
provost-m ar
shal returned
into office to be
bound up and
kept.

To examine re 
cords o f pro
ceedings.

T o en ter satis
faction on
judgm ents.

Thirty-second—The attorney of Ihe party entitled to a judgment
shall, at the time of taxing his costs, file a poslea of such judgment,
which poslea shall bear the stamp required by this law.

Postea to bo
filed on ju d g 
ments.

Thirty-third—The registrar an clerk of the courts and crown
shall, within twenty days before the holding of every supreme
court, certify and deliver to her majesty’s attorney-general and
the treasurer respectively, a sche ilule or- list containing true and
perfect dockets of all judgments obtained, as of the preceding
supreme court, on all information and actions wherein the whole
or any part of the monies for whi h such judgments shall be given
shall belong to her majesty, or be pplicable to the revenue of this
island, and in such lists that offic |r shall distinguish what part or
proportion of such sum or sums •f money, for which such judg
P 2
ment

R e g istra r, Ac.
to deliver to
attorney-gene
ral and tre a 
su rer dockets
of crown ju d g 
m ents.
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ment shall be given, belongs to her majesty ; and the registrar and
clerk of the courts and crowln shall, lor each default herein, forfeit
]the sum of sixty pounds.
To return into
provost-m ar
shal's office
certificates of
satisfaction.

Thirtv-fourih—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown
shall, from time to time, wit i in twenty davs after the close of eachsupreme court, under the pi nalty of thirty pounds, return, under
his hand, into the office of t le provost marshal, a certificate of any
satisfaction of judgment ent red in his office.

Taxation of
bills of costs.

Thirty-fifth—All bills oncosts on proceedings in the supreme
court between party and party, and between solicitor and client,
and in matters of conveyancing,
shall be taxed by
the registrar
j
j
O '
*
c*
and clerk of the courts and crown, and shall come under the scale
of fees in this law prescribed for the supreme court.
GENERAL PROVISIONS.

R egistrar, &c.
to keep office
in Saint Jago
de la Vega.

Parsons may
make searches,
tendering a
stam p of Is.
for any tim e ,
not exceeding
3 hours.

Fees other
than under en
cumbered es
tates’ acts abo •
lishod.

Thirty-sixth—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown
shall keep his office in tbel town Saint Jago de la Vega, and
shall keep the records and proceedings of the court of chancery
and the offi ce of the clerk of the patents distinct and separate from
the records and proceedings pf the supreme court and circuit and
insolvent courts ; and the said office shall be open, for the use of
the public, from nine of the llock of the forenoon to three of the
clock in the afternoon of eveiw day during the year, Sundays and
holidays excepted, and the registrar and clerk of the courts and
crown shall attend to the discharge of his duties on all such days,
unless prevented by sickness dr other reasonable cause.
Thirty-seventh—It shall he liwful for all persons, at all hours while
the office of the registrar and clerk of the courts and crown is kept
open for business, to have ac css to, and to search, and to take
extracts or dockets from and o it of the proceedings and records on
the chancery and common law sides'of the said office ; and tor every
search for any space of time n >fcexceeding
_ three hours there shall
be tendered to the officer a requisition to search on paper bearing
a stamp of one shilling.
H

■

a

Thirty-eighth— From and alter the passing of this law all fees
payable to the registrar in chancery and clerk of the patents, and
to the clerk of the supreme colurt and clerk of the crown (other
than, and except the fees which are or shall be payable to him as
clerk to the commissioners of the encumbered estates’ court in this
island, under the acts and rulas passed or to be passed in relation
thereto)
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thereto) shall be, and the same ari hereby abolished ; and all acts
and laws granting or regulating such fees, so far as they relate to
such fees, shall be and stand repealed.
Thirty-ninth—T he registrar arid clerk of the courts and crown
shall not by himself, nor shall anj| person for him, on any pretence
whatsoever, ask, demand, take, orfreceive any fee or gratuity what
soever, under a penalty of fifty pounds.

■

I ■

I■

■

R egistrar, Ac.
n ot to demand
fee or g ratu ity .

■

Fortieth—F air written tables df the stamps imposed by this law
shall, within one month from the coming into operation thereof,
be prepared and placed in public and conspicuous parts of the of
fices of the registrar and clerk oflthe courts and crown, the table
of the stamps on the chancery sidle of the said office in that office,
and the table of the stamps in thje supreme court on the common
law side of the said office.

To keep in him
offices fair ta 
bles of fees.

Forty-first— All the provisions! powers, and duties in and by
any act or law of this island for the time being in force applicable
and appertaining to the respective offices of the registrar in
chancery and clerk of the patents! and clerk of the supreme court
and crown, and to the respective offices of the clerk of the supreme
court and clerk of the crown, when separate, and to be exercised,
done, or performed by the said respective officers, or either of them,
shall, from and after the passing (of this law, be applicable and ap
pertain to the office of the registrar and clerk of the courts and
crown, and be exercised, done, Sand performed by him as if the
provisions of such acts and laws were herein repeated and set
forth.
^

Acts and laws
applicable to
either office se
parately to a p 
ply to jo in t
office.

Forty-second—Every person espeaking appeal papers, or any
other papers, or copies of any p ^)ers filed, either on the chancery
or common law side of the of] ce, shall, in lieu of payment of
the usual fees, furnish paper of le size and description in use, or
required for that purpose, impre sed with stamps to the amount of
the fees under this law, and the tamp duties law, and copies so bespoken shall, with all due and
asonable diligence, be prepared
and delivered out by the registrar] and clerk of the courts and crown.
Forty-third—The registrar and clerk of the courts and crown
is hereby authorized to destroy all original proceedings filed on the
of his office p rijr to the first day of June, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, which have been record
ed and entered up in the record [books of his office $ and also all
original

On bespeaking
appeal papers,
&c. to deliver
paper impress
ed w ith stam ps,
to th e am ount
of th e fees and
stam p duties.

R egistrar, Ac.
may destroy
certain origi
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original actions, and pleadings, and writs of execution, and vendi
tioni exponas filed, lodged, or r<(turned on the common law side of
his office prior to the first day if October, one thousand eight hun
dred and forty-five, and which nave been recorded or docketed in
the books thereof, and also all! warrants and writs on the crown
side, to the same date.
1

Penalties reco
verable by a t
tachment.

Forty-fourth—All penalties imposed on the registrar and clerk
of the courts and crown by this law for neglect of duty shall be
recovered by attachment, to be issued by the supreme court on the
application of her majesty’s attorney general, or of any party ag
grieved, and the proceeds applied to the use of the government of
this island.
I

Repeal of laws.

Forty-fifth—The several actsyand laws, and parts thereof, in
the schedule to this law annexed^ shall be and they are hereby re
pealed ; and, notwithstanding thfe repeal of the acts twentieth Vic
toria, chapter twenty-two, and twenty-seventh Victoria, chapter
four, and law No. I of 1868, all liability incurred in respect of
offences committed against any i f the provisions of the said laws,
or the acts therein referred to, Spall remain; and all penalties be
recoverable, and may be enforced! thereunder, as if the said acts and
laws remain in force.
!

Operation of
law.

Forty-sixth—This law shall copie into operation on the first day
of August, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.
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Sections 22 and 23:

31 GeorgA 2, chapter 4

Section 6.

1 George & chapter 13
14 George 3,'chapter 28
\

Sections 7,8,16,17, except so much as relates to
the provost- marshal.

15 George 3, chapter 7

So much thereof as relates to the clerk of the su
preme court.

m

RH

38 George 3, chapter 23

Sections 5, 6, 7.

42 George 3, chapter^6

Section 4, except so much as relates to the juris
diction of the supreme court over its commis
sioners.
v

43 George 3, chapter 20 \ Section 8, except so much as relates to the pro, vost-marshal.
43 George 3, chapter 25

The whole act.

47 George 3, chapter 13

Section 2’.-

56 George 3, chapter 23

Section^ 1, 2, 11, 12, 13:

60 George 3, chapter 21

The whofe act.

4 George 4, chapter 12

•t

3 Victoria, chapter 42

1. ,

1 - A,-'

. * .

. f

' # *.

The whole act.\
•

\

The whole act. \

19 Victoria, chapter 10

Section 46.

20 Victoria, chapter 22
27 Victoria, chapter 4

The whole act.P f l p ■
The whole act.

28 Victoria, chapter 36

Section 11.
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So much as relates to the clerk of the supremo*
court. \
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A Law for Authorizing the Use, for Gene
ral Purposes, of the Marine Hospitals of
Montego Bay and Falmouth.
[3d vluyust, 1868.]
E it enacted by the governor of Jamaica, with the advice and
consent of the legislative council thereof, as follows :

B

F irst—The buildings and premises constituting the marine hos.
pitals at Montego Bay and Falmouth respectively, or such of them
as are not already vested in the churchwardens of the respective
parishes of Siiint James and Trelawny, are hereby vested in such
churchwardens, and their respective successors, and the said hospi
tals are hereby placed under the control and direction of the muni
cipal boards of the said respective parishes.

Premises vest*
ed in church
wardens of r<H
spective pa
rishes, and
placed under
control of mu
nicipal boards
thereof.

Second-The respective municipal boards shall apply the said Municipal
io a
respective buildings and premises to the purposes of parochial hos boards
ply premise
pitals for the respective parishes of Saint James and Trelawny, or for paroohi;
purposes.
to such ether parochial purposes as the governor may from time
to time sanction : Provided always, That they shall set apart, in Proviso.
such respective buildings, a ward or wards for the receipt and ac
commodation of patients from the mercantile marine.
Third—From and after the coming into operation of this law,
the services of the officers, servants, and attendants heretofore at
tached to the said respective hospitals, shall cease and determine $
and it shall be lawful for the governor to appoint to the said hos
pitals such officers, servants, and attendants as he may deem necessary, whose appointment shall he during pleasure.
Fourth •This law shall come into operation on the first day
September, one thousand eight hu dred and sixtv-eight.
0*0
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A L aw to Am end the Law s relating to the
[3d August , 1868.J
D istrict Courts.
,T
HEREAS it is desirable to amend the “ District Courts

W

Preamble.

Law, 18«7,” the “ Small Causes Law, 1867,” the “ Dis
trict Courts Land Law, 1867,] the “ District Courts Equitable
Jurisdiction Law, 1867,” and the “ District Courts Criminal Ju
risdiction Law, 1867
Be it Enacted by the governor of Jamaica,
with the advice and consent o f the legislative council thereof, as
follows:
3f

First— The third section off the “ District Courts Law, 1867,
shall not be deemed to prohi it the apportionment of two or more
partsofaparishto two or more istrict courts respectively : Provided
always, That there shall no, be more district courts established
than there are parishes.

Section 3 of
Law No. 35 of
1867 not to
prohibit ap
portionment
of parts of a
parish to sepa
rate district
co arts.

for the judge of a district court to
question of fact arising in the course
e assistance of a jury, whenever he
ends of justice to do so.

Judge of dis
trict court may
try by jury.

Second— It shall be lawful
try any action at law, and an
of any suit in equity, with t
may think it necessary for tl

Third— The provost marshal shall, in respect of the district courts Provost mar
shal to return
already established, within one month from the coming into opera copy of list of
to clerks
tion of this law, and in respect of district courts hereafter to be es jofurors
district
tablished, within one month from the establishment of every such courts.)
district court, under a penalty of fifty pounds for every neglect or
omission, return to the cleijk of each district court a true copy of S
the lists of jurors for the parish or parishes forming the whole or ,^ / 0 7 l
any part of the district of Such district court, as they are or shall
be made up and entered in his books; and no alteration shall be
made by the provost-marshal in any such lists, under the penalty
of fifty pounds for every alteration made, and such lists shall respec-

(123)
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tively be signed by the provost/marshal as true copies; and the
provost-marshal, subject to the like penalties, shall act in like man
ner on or before the twentieth day of May, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-nine, and every succeeding year.
Clerk of the
district court
to strike out
jurors not re
siding within
’ "A district.

Fourth—From the lists so returned by the provost-marshal to
the clerk of each district court, the clerk shall be required to strike
out the names of such jurors as do not reside within the district of
his court, and the list, thus settled, shall be that from which the
jurors for the district court of euch district are to be taken for the
current year, commencing, as tq future years, on the twentieth day

of May.
It

Clerk of the
court to in •
elude names of
fourteen j urora
ballotted for
in writ of ve
n ire fa cia s* ^

■

In default of
jurors tales
men may be
taken from by
standers.

Fifth—Whenever a jury is re quired in a district court, the clerk
of the court shall include the n mes of the fourteen jurors by him
taken by ballot, as in the district courts law required, in a writ of
venire facias, to be issued to tile bailiff of his said court, and the
said fourteen 1/jurors shall he summoned
by
I
* the bailiff at least three
days before the day of trial, bv a summons or notice to be given
to each juror, or to be left at This place of residence ; and every
juror so summoned, who shall fail to attend, or who attending
and being chosen of the jury, shall refuse to be sworn, shall) for
every such offence, pay a fine not exceeding ten pounds.
•
j
Sixth—If by challenge, on non-attendance, or otherwise, tho
number of jurors shall be reduced below the number of five, tho
jury panel shall be made up bw such talesman or talesmen, as shall
be selected bv the baiiiff front the bystanders, or others attending
the said court (who, like otHer jurymen, may be challenged for
good cause shewn); and a jury, so formed of jurors, or of jurors
and talesmen as aforesaid, shall have the trial of the matter, and
shall be sworn accordingly ; and every talesmai^ so selected, who
shall refuse to be sworn, shall pay a fine not exceeding ten
pounds.
j
I

V

w

w

Judge of a dis
trict court may
act for another
in certain
cases.
Where court
has no juris
diction judge
may strike out
the case, and
award costs.

Seventh—Any judge of a district court may, by appointment of
the governor, act also as judge of any other district court.
_o
..... —Whenever an action or suit is brought in a district
Eighth
•ourt, which the court has no jurisdiction to try, the judge shall,
mless the parties consent to/the court having jurisdiction to try the
;ame, order the cause to bo struck out, and shall have power to
iward costs, in the same manner, to the same extent, and recover
able in the same manner as if the court had jurisdiction in tho
I
matter

125

N o. 30 of 1868.
To Amend the Laws Relating to the District Courts.
matter of such plaint, and the plawitiff had not appeared, or had
appeared and failed to prove his demand.
Ninth— All summonses to witnesses in proceedings, civil or cri
minal, under the district court laws, may be served by any person
whomsoever; and in criminal cakes such summonses need not be
signed by the judge, but shall bfe sufficient if signed by the clerk
of the district court, and sealedf with the seal of the court; and
service of such summons may bl proved either by the person who
served the same, or by an affidavit of service, sworn to by the per
son who served the same before any judge, clerk of a district court,
or justice of the peace.

Sam m onses to
witnesses may
be served by
any one.

Tenth—On evidence sat/smetory to a judge of a district court,
accounting lor non-compliamce\ with the condition of any recogni
zance, the judge may reji/ve the party and his sureties, otherwise
he may declare such recognizance forfeited, and the same may
thereupon be enforced, upon theWder of the judge of the said court,
in like manner as payment of any debt adjudged in the said court.

Recognisances
may be rem it
ted or enforced
by th e court.

Eleventh—The jurisdiction and procedure exercised under law
26 of 1867 by the supreme court, shall be exercised by the dis
trict courts in cases in which the amount claimed does not exceed
fifty pounds, aud, in such cases, the fees allowed under schedules
A and C of the u Small Causes Law, I 867,” shall be applicable,
the writ of summons feeing treated as plaint and summons.

Law 26 o f 1667
applied to die*
tric t courts.

Twelfth—The appointment of assistant bailiffs, who are appoint
ed to the bailiff of a district court, shall not be vacated bv the
death or removal of le bailiff, but their acts done after such death
or removal shall be s valid as if the bailiff had not died or been
removed, and had thorized such acts, and such assistants shall
continue to act unti they shall be dismissed by the successor of the
bailiff, or by the juHge, and they shall be paid for their services,
during the period they shall so act after the death or removal of
the bailiff, the sande wages as they were receiving at the date of
such death or removal, and such wages shall be paid out of the
salary and allowances attached to the office of bailiff.

A ppointm ent
of nssistaut
bailiffs not to
cease on death
of bailiff.

Thirteenth—E\tery bailiff of a district court shall have an assist
ant to him, stationed at each of the court-houses within the dis
trict of which he js bailiff, for the purpose of serving or executing
any process issuing from the district court, and doing any other acts
coming within thi course of the duty of such bailiff.
Fourteenth

Bailiff to havs
assistant, a t
each court
bouse.
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M ile a g e m o 
n e y to b e c a l
c u la te d fro m
c o u rt house
n e a r e s t d efeu d a n b ’s r e s i
dence.

Fourteenth Where any mileage-money shall be payable on the
service or execution of any process issuing out of a district court,
charged, and reckoned from the
court-house of the district whidh is nearest to the residence of the
person against whom such profess shall have been issued ; and so
much of anv district court 1 w, or the schedule of any district
court law, which directs such ijileage-money to be calculated from
any other place, is hereby repealed.
pp

B a iliff’s fees
p a y a b le to
bailiff*.

Fifteenth—The bailiff’s fees under the “ Small Causes Law,
1867,” are hereby declared to be payable by the clerk of the district
court to the bailiff, and not! payable into the public treasury,
or apportionable under that law, and the like rule of construction
shall apply to the bailiff’s feeslunder any other law relating to the
district courts.

Costs parable
by defendant
under law 36
of ib67, Bec. 20.

Sixteenth—A defendant pa ing one half of the court fees under
the twentieth section of “ The Small Causes Law, t867>’> shall also pay all other costs incurr d by the plaintiff up to the time of
such payment, and the memo andum to be endorsed on the sum*
mons No. 4 schedule B of the) said law, shall be altered according
lv.

B a iliff's fees
u n d e r la w N o .
87 o f 1867 in
s c h e d u le B .

J u d g e o f a d is 
tric t c o u rt m ay
b r in g u p w i t 
n e s s u n d e r ha-

haas 'corpus.

!
Seventeenth—In cases un er the MDistrict Courts Land Law,
I 867,” the bailiff shall be e titled to the fees laid down in schedule B, appended to this law1
Eighteenth—A judge of a llistrict court, where he shall see fit,
may, in a civil case, upon application on affidavit by either party,
and in a criminal case, on the application of the clerk of the court
conducting the prosecution, or upon the affidavit of the prosecutor
or defendant, issue a warrant or order under his hand, and the
seal of the district court, for bringing up before such court any
prisoner or person confined in any gaol, prison, or place under
any sentence, or under commfitment for trial or otherwise, or un
der process in any civil action, suit, or proceeding, to be examined
as a witness in any cause orlmatter depending or to be inquired
of, or determined in or befori such court, and the person required
by any such warrant or order to be brought before such court shall
be so brought under the same care and custody, and be dealt with
in like manner in all respects as a prisoner required by any writ
of labeas corpus, awarded /by the supreme court, or any circuit
court, to be brought before such court, to be examined as a witness
in any cause or matter depending before such court, is now by law
/
authorized

hh
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authorized to be dealt with: Provided always, That the person
having the custody of such prisone r or person, shall not, in a civil
case or private prosecution, be bo nd to obey such warrant or order, unless a tender be made to hi of a reasonable sum, to be fixed by the general rules, for the co iveyance and maintenance of a
proper officer or officers, and of {ie prisoner or person in going
to,*j remaining at, and returning 'from such district court: In
other criminal cases, the judge f the district court shall have
power to award such reasonabl Isum for the expenses aforesaid as he may think fit, which s 11 be defrayed from the public
treasury.

Proviso.

Nineteenth—In civil cases a judge of a district court shall have
the like power, as now by law given to a judge of the supreme
court, to issue a commission for taking the examination upon oath
de bene esse of any witness about to leave the island, or who shall
te ill, or from age or infirmity /shall be unable to travel to the
said district court; and the examination being forthwith returned
to the said district court, and there filed, shall and may be read
and allowed as evidence, saving all just exceptions, on proof that
the witness is at the time of the nearing of the plaint dead, or in
capable of attending the said district court.

Judge of a dis
trict may issue
commission d e bene esse to ex
amine wit
nesses.

Twentieth—It shall be lawful for any person against whom an
action for trespass or tort, of wh t nature soever,' mav- be brought
o
in the supreme court, to make a affidavit that the plaintiff has no
visible means of paying the cost of the defendant, should a ver
dict be not found for the plaintiff, and thereupon a judge of the
supreme court shall have power ko make an order that unless the
plaintiff, within a time to be th^ein'mentioned, shall give securi
ty for the defendant’s costs, to tne satisfaction of a judge of the su
preme court, or shall satisfy the/judge that he has a cause of action
fit to be prosecuted in the supreme court, all proceedings in the
action shall be stayed ; and in fthe event of the plaintiff being un
able or unwilling to give such security, or failing to satisfy the
judge as aforesaid, the said judge shall have power to order that
the cause be remitted for trial/before a district court to be therein
named, and thereupon the plaintiff shall lodge the original action
and the order with the clerk t f such district court, who shall ap
point a day for the hearing of the cause, notice whereof shall be
given to, or left at the residence of both parties, or their attorney
by the clerk of such district fcourt; and the district court so nam
ed, shall have all the same powers and jurisdiction with respect to
the cause, as if both parties/had agreed, by a memorandum signed
by

In actions of
to rt defendant
may call for
security for
costs, and if
not given causo
may be trans
mitted to dis
tric t court.
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by them, that the said district 4ourt should have power to try the
said action, and the same had been commenced by plaint in the
said district court: and the coats of the parties in respect of the
proceedings, subsequent to the rder of the judge of the supreme
court, shall be allowed accordin * to the scale of costs in use iu the
district courts, and the costs of the proceedings in the supreme
court shall be allowed, accor ng to the scale in use in the Bu
preme court.
r

Iia«t section
extended to
actions of debt
or contract.

Sammonses
may be served
by bailiffs of
other courts
within their
jurisdiction.

ff wenty-first—The provision! of the last preceding section shall
extend to all actions of debt or contract, wherein the defendant
shall, by his affidavit, satisfy tile judge that he has a reasonable
ground of defence upon the merits.
Twenty-second —Any summ ns or other process which, under
the district court laws, shall b required to be served out of the
district of the court from whic |i the same shall have issued, may
be served by the bailiff of any ther district court within the district of his court; and such se vice shall be as valid as if the same
had been made by the bailiff o the court out of which the summons or other process issued; ithin the jurisdiction of the court
for which he acts.

Process to be
executed by
provost m ar
shal out of ju 
risdiction.

Twenty* third— Process of execution against any property, real
or personal, and an order for commitment of the defendant in any
personal action issued out of any district court, may be carried in
to effect in any place, not being within the jurisdiction of any dis
trict court, by the provost marshal, or any of his deputies, who
shall proceed to execute the same in the same manner, and with
the same powers, and subject to the same rules as the bailiff of the
district court, within the jurisdiction of which such warrant ororder for commitment shall hav issued ; and such warrant or order
for commitment shall be exe ited without delay, and shall be re*
turned to the district court b the provost marshal j. and any mo
nies recovered thereunder si 11 be paid to the clerk of the district
court from whence the wan/ant issued ; and the provost marsha
shall be answerable to the district court in like manner as the bai
liff of a district court would be answerable for any default, negli
gence, misfeasance, or non-feasance in the execution of such war
rant or order of commitment.

Provost m ar
shal entitled to
poundage.

Twenty fourth—The pijbvost-marshal, on executing such pro
cess, shall be entitled to tie like poundage as on writs of venditioni
exponas out of the supreme court
Twenty-fifth
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Twenty-fifth— If any claim shall be made to, or in respect of any
gfiods or chattels taken in execution under the process of a district
court, or in respect of the proceeds or value thereof, by any per
son, it shall he lawful for the cleik of the district court, upon ap
plication to the bailiff, as well before as after any action brought
against him, to issue a summons,! calling before the said court as
well the party issuing such process, as the party making such
claim, and the judge of the district court shall adjudicate upon
such claim, and shall make such* Order between the parties in re
spect thereof, and of the costs of the proceedings, as to him shall
seem fit, and shall also adjudicate between such parties, or either
of them, and the bailiff, with reSptct to any damage or claim of or
to damages arising or capable .of arising out of the execution of
such process by the bailiff1
, and shall make such order in respect
thereof, and of the costs of the proceedings, as to him shall seem
fit; and such order shall be enforced in like manner as any order
in any suit brought in such court! and shall be final and conclu
sive between the parties, and as etween them or either of them
and the bailiff, unless the decisio of the court shall, in either case,
be appealed from ; and, upon the ssue of the summons, any action
which shall have been brought n any court in respect of such
claim, or of any damages arising ut of the execution of such process, shall be stayed.
v.

interpleader.

Twenty-sixth—The provost marshal, when executing the pro
cess of a district court, shall be entitled to have the benefit of the
immediately preceding section otf! this law.

Provost m ar
shal entitled to
benefit of pre
ceding section.

Twenty-seventh—Where anyi claim* shall be made under the
twenty-fifth section to or in respect of any goods taken in execu
tion under the process of a district court, the claimant may deposit
with the bailiff the amount of the value of the goods claimed (such
value to be fixed by appraisement, in case of dispute), whereupon
the goods shall be delivered ufp to the claimant, and the money
deposited be paid by such bailiff into court, to abide the decision
of the judge upon such claim 1 or the claimant may pay the sum
which the bailiff shall be allowed to charge as costs for keeping
possession of such goods until such decision can be obtained, in
which latter case the goods snail be retained in the meantime by
the bailiff; and in default of the claimant making the deposit or
payment aforesaid, the bailiff shall sell such goods, as if no such
claim had been made, and snail pay into court the proceeds of such
sale, to abide the decision oi the judge,
R

Twenty-eighth

I f claim ant do
not pay value
or make depo
sit, goods to bo
Bold.
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Twenty-eighth—The clerk o the district court of the district in
which any distress, or property pr goods, subject to replevin shall
he taken, where the claim for [vbich such distress shall be taken
shall not exceed fifty pounds, o tpe value of the property or goods
taken (in any other case than distress) shall be of or under fifty
pounds, shall be empowered, s bject to the regulations hereinafter
contained, to approve of replev n bonds, and to grant replevins, and
to issue all necessary process i relation thereto, and such process
shall be executed by the baili
#

A nd cause
goods to be
delivered to the
party on secu
rity.

Twentv-ninth—Such clerk fehall, at the instance of the person
whose goods shall have been ldistrained, or property, or goods
taken, cause the same to be reblevined to such person', on his giv
ing one or other of such securities as are mentioned in the next
succeeding section.
1
■

Replevisor to
give security
to bring ac-ioD.

Thirtieth The replevisor sjhall, at the time of replevying, give
security, to be approved of bvltljie clerk of the district court, for
such an amount as such clerk sjhall deem sufficient to cover the
alleged rent or damages in resfoept of which the distress shall have
been made, or sufficient to afaswer the value of the property, or
goods intended to be replevihed, and the probable costs of the
cause in the district court, conditioned that the replevisor do, with
in two weeks from the date on the security, commence an action of
replevin against the distrainvpr, or other person who shall have
taken or detained such properly or goods in the court of the dis
trict in which the distress, orlproperty, or goods shall have been
taken, and that he do prosecutie such action with effect, and with
out delay, and that he do mape return of the goods, if a return
thereof shall be adjudged.

Security to be
a t cost of party
giving it, or
th e am ount
may be depo
sited*

Thirty-first Where by this law, or by anv law relating to the
district courts >a party is required to give security, such security
shall be at the cost of the pajty giving it, and in the form of a
bond, with sureties to the othe party, or intended party in theaction or proceeding: Provided, 1hat the court in which any action
on the
bond oshall
m u
u a u be ubrought
i v u g i u may,
aV ,
u y
i u i c uor
i uorder,
i u u , give
g iv e S
UCH
by
rule
such
relief to the obligors as may bt just, and such rule or order shall
have the effect of a defeasance of such bond ; and where, by thi
law, or anv law relating to the district courts, a party is required
to give security, he may, in lielu thereof, deposit with the clerk of
the district court a sum equal in amount to the sum for which he
shall be required to give security, together with a memorandum
to be approved of by the clerklof the said court, and to be signed
| ^

\
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l)v such party, or by his agent, betting forth. the conditions on
which such jjnoney is deposited; ind the clerk of the court shall
give to the party paying a written acknowledgement of such pay
ment ; and the judge of the district court may,- on hearing the par
ties and their evidence, order suth sum, so deposited, to be paid
out to such party or parties, as ta him shall seem entitled thereto.
Thirty-second—When the Value of the goods takep exceeds ten
pounds, an appeal from the decision of a district court on the same
grounds, and subject to the same conditions as are provided in the
“ Small Causes Law, 1867,” shall be allowed in all actions of re
plevin.
j

Appeal in cases
of replevin.

Thirty-third—There shall be recoverable and paid on all plaints,
in any district court, whether at law or in equity, in which any
sum of money shall be adjudged tjo be payable, and which shall
not be paid within one month after judgment, interest on the sum
so adjudged to be payable, after tlie rate of six pounds per centum
per annum, from the day the judgment was given.

Interest on
plaints.

Thirty-fourth—All judgments {obtained upon plaints in any dis
trict court may be assigned in the following form, or in a form to
the like effect:

Assignment of
judgments in
district courts.

Be it remembered, that on the
day of
18 I, A.
B. of, &c. have assigned unto E. F. of, &c. his executors, ad
ministrators, and assigns, a judgment obtained in the
district court on the
day of
18 by me the
said A. B. against C. D./of, &c. for the sum of £
; and
that there is now due thereon the sum of
for princi
pal money, the sum of m
for interest, and £
for
costs, and 1 have received the sum of $
in full consi
deration thereof.
A. B. *

Thirty-fifth—The clerk of ithe district court shall keep a book,
in which all assignments of such judgments shall be entered, and
he shall also enter in a margin of the record of the judgment sc
assigned, a memorandum, shewing the party to whom such judg
ment has been assigned, andjthe date thereof; and process of exe
cution shall not atterwards issue upon the said judgment, except
on the order of such assigned, or his representative or attorney-atlaw.
^
^
Thirty §ixtt

jSSB
*i

Book of assign
ments to be
kept.
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Additional fee
to defendant’s
attorney on i e•ialiug claim.

Thirty-sixth—Where the de [and of the plaintiff exceeds twenty
pounds, there shall be allowed o the attorney for the defendant,
where the defendantobtains ave diet, or theplaintiffis non-suited, in
addition to the fees under ‘‘The S i.all Causes Law, 1867,’’oneshilling
in the pound on the amount of tl claim brought by the plaintiff,and
the same shall be recoverable b the defendant from the plaintiff.

Suits may bo
transferred
from court of
chancery to
district courts.

Thirty-seventh—Where any suit or proceeding shall be pending
in the court of chancery of this!island, which suit or proceeding
mi^ht have been commenced inla district coart, it shall be lawful
for°any of the parties thereto lji> apply at chambers to the vicechancellor to have the same transferred to any district court in
which the same might have been commenced ; and the vice-chan
cellor shall have power, upon smell application, or without such ap
plication, if he shall see fit, to rjiaike on order for such transfer, and
thereupon such suit or proceeding shall be carried on in the dis
trict court to which the same snail be o'rdered to be transferred, and
the parties thereto shall have mm same right of appeal that they
would have had if the suit or proceeding had been commenced in
the district court.

Amendment of
fourth head of
second section
of law No. 38

Thirty-eighth - The jurisdiction which is given by the “ District
Courts Equitable Jurisdiction Law, 1867,” so far as relates to cases
comino' within the fourth heac of the second section of the said
law, may, from and after the pi ssing of this law, be exercised in all
suits for specific performance o ‘, or for the reforming, delivering
up, or cancelling of any agreement for the sale, purchase, or lease
of any property,°where, in the case of a sale or purchase, the pur
chase money, or in case of a lease, the value of the property shall
not exceed t.wo hundred pound

Clerk of court
prosecutor.

Thirty-ninth—In criminal trijals, exceptingcases of private prose
cution, and cases in which the attorney-general, or some barrister or
attorney-at law deputed by himjconducts the prosecution, the clerk
if the district court ghall be th|3 officer to conduct the prosecution.

Of 1867.

Judge of a dis
tric t court may
try all common
law offences
not being felo
nies in law No.
39 of 1867.

Fortieth—It shall be lawful for a judge of a district court to
lear and determine all comrnon law offences, not being felonies
unspecified in the ‘ District /Courts Criminal Jurisdiction Law,
18t>7,” and the offender shall on conviction, be liable to the same
Punishment as is now or hereafter shall be prescribed by law for
iny such offence : Provided, That the punishment to be adjudged
)y the judge of a district court shall.in no case exceed one year’s
mprisonment, with or without hard labour, and with or without
iolitary confinement, or a fine of fifty pounds, or both.
J
1
Forty-first

*i
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Forty-first— A judge of a district (court shall have jurisdiction to and forcible
try all charges of forcible entry or Retainer of land.
tSner°rde"
Forty-second—Ip criminal trials!whereof, according to the definition in the act twenty-third Victoria, chapter eighteen, and the
law £5 of 1867, or any other law in force defining the same, the
prosecution would be deemed a public prosecution, a judge of a
district court at his discretion may
award
to
any
or
all
of
the
witr% M
nesses for the prosecution remuneration, according to the scale of
such expenses to the “ Small Causes (Law, I 867/ ’ annexed.
Forty-third—Whenever any legally qualified medical practition
er has attended before any district court to give evidence on be
half of the crown in any public prosecution, in obedience to a sum
mons issued out of such district court, it shall be lawful for the
judge of such district court to order and direct that the practitioner,
for such attendance, be paid
For attending to give professional evidence

Rem uneration
to witnesses in
certain crimi
nal cases.

Expenses of
medical wit
nesses.

£ 1 1 0

And one and sixpence for evfery mile from the
place of residence of the witness to the court
house.
And for every day beyond the first that he shall
be in attendance to give his evidence

1

1

0

Forty-fourth—Every order made in accordance with this law by
a district judge for the payment to any medical practitioner, or
other witness of bis expenses, shall resigned by the district judge ;
and shall be defrayed from the public treasury.
Forty-fifth—In the schedule of arristers and attorneys fees to
the il Small Causes Law, 1807,” the thirty-fourth section of the
il District Courts Law, 1867,”
_ sh be read for the forty-third section ; and in the warrant of commitment under the same law, section forty-fifth of the u Small Causes Law, 1867,” shall be substi
tuted for the forty-eighth section t and in the schedule of bailiff’s
fees, under the “ Small Causes Law, 1867,^ for carrying every
prisoner to prison, including all expenses and assistants, per mile,
the sum of one shilling shall be/substituted for one shilling and
six pence, in the column headed 1“ Exceeding five pounds, and not
exceeding ten pounds.”

And district
judge may
draw on trea
surer for same.

Amondments
of district
courts laws*

Forty sixth—The following fehall be the warrant of levy, in- Warrantor
stead of the warrant of levy in f* The Small Causes Law, I867
lovy‘
WARRANT
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WARRANT OF LEVY.
In the (title of court issuing warrant.)
[

To G. H. bailiff of, theldistrict court of
.t
You are required, on sight h reof, forthwith to levy the sum
of
being the amo nt of a certain claim adjudged
against
in favc r of
together with the
O
sum of
for cos . and of
for increased
costs for the execution of t is warrant, upon the goods and
chattels (except the neces ary wearing apparel and bedding, and tools, and impl Iments of trade, to the value of
five potinds) of the said
; and you are also required
to sell the goods and ch* ttels so distrained, and to pay
what you shall have so levi d to the clerk of this court, and
make return of what you lave done under this warrant
immediately upon the execution thereof.
Given under
my hand,
§
‘TOM tnd the seal of the
district court of
this
one thousa; eight hundred and
W

day of

E. F. clerk on the district court of
Kepeal of laws.

Forty-seventh—The forty-third dnd forty-fourth sections of the
e<Small Causes Law, 1867,” are hereby repealed.

Incorporation
of district
court laws,
and short title*

Forty-eighth—This law, and thelseveral laws relating to district
courts, cited in the preamble of this law, except such provisions of
the same laws respectively as arelhereby repealed, or are incon
sistent with this law, shall be construed together as one law, and
this law may be cited for all purposes as “ The District Courts
Amendment Law, 1868.”

Court fees.

Forty-ninth—Court fees shall be payable under this law accordingO to schedule A to this law annebed, in addition to those already
fixed by law.

B arristers and
attorneys fees.

Fiftieth—Barristers and atto eys fees shall be payable under
this law according to schedule CJ to this law annexed, in addition
to those already allowed by law.

Law to come
into operation
on the 1st Sep
tember, 1868.

Fifty-first—This law shall edme into operation on the first day
of September, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.
—
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SC H E D U L E A,
COURT FEES ON/ REPLEVINS.
For a warrant to replevy
£0 2 6
Fora replevin bond, where the claim Y>r value of proper
ty is under twenty pounds
0 10 G
W here it exceeds twenty pounds
1 1 0
For delivery of the floods
1 1 0
ON IN T E R P L E A D E R .

The court fees in interpleader shall hot be prepaid, but shall be
estimated on the amount ol the mo|nev, or the value
of
the
goods
•'
O'
claimed, after the rate of one shilling in the pound, which va
lue, in case of dispute, shall be assessed by the judge, who, at the
hearing, shall direct by whom, aijd when, and how such fee
shall be paid.
ON JU D G M EN T SUMMONS.

For issuingeach judgmentsummons, unttersection fortyfive of “ Small Causes Law, IS(17’>
£0 1 0
For hearing the matters mentioned in the summons
0 & 6
For the warrant the same as other warrants in “ Small Causes
ON ASSIGNMENT OF JUDGMENT.

For recording each assignment

0

5

0

SC H E D U L E B.
BAILIFFS’ FEES.
The bailiffs’ fces, under “ The Small Causes Law, I S67,” shall be
the fees deman dab le by the bailiff u ider “ The D istrict Courts
Land Law, 1>67.>J
And for the execution of each warrant under “ The Dis
trict Courts Land Law, 18(37”
I
£0 5 0
V ith mile-money, according to the rate in u The Small Causes
Law, 18671

H

__ :__!___ L
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